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Interview: Allen Ginsberg by Larry Sloman and George Barkin 

Once he saw the best minds of his generation destroyed by madness. Now at 
age 56 the bard of the avant-garde and the buddy of Kerouac, Cassady and 
Burroughs is gigging with the Clash and about to release his first punk-rock 
album. That's right, folks—the man who howled through the '50s and 
mantraed through the ‘60s is now pogoing in the '80s. Pump it up, Allen. . 


Expanded Grow American Feature: Growhouses by Warren Dearden 
“A growhouse is a structure incorporating no glass or transparent materials 
whatsoever, fashioned of opaque or translucent materials so as to conceal its 
contents from exterior scrutiny and to protect those contents against 
unauthorized access." Sounds pretty good, huh? Wanna learn how to build 
one? (As if we had to ask.) Sieh 


Butt Rockin’ on the Back of the Bus with itis Fabulous 
Thunderbirds by Michael Reynolds 

Spreading the word with three classic rock 'n’ roll albums and over seven 

years of dancing-room-only performances, the Fabulous Thunderbirds have 

seen their initially cultlike following swell into something just this side of 

mass appeal, Out of Austin, Texas, and into some of the baddest good:-time 

music you've ever heard, ladies and gentlemen: The Fabulous Thunderbirds! 


Memoirs of an Old Weedhead by Fj. Wallace 

Chitown during the '30s: Pablo's stickin’ from his socks—three bucks for a 
smoker's dozen—down on the corner of Canal and Madison, and Mr. White's 
cruisin’ the South Side in his yellow cab offering 100 mezzrolls for an 
Andrew Jackson. Then, after you meet your man it's over to Little Johnny 
Lindsay's for a night of pre-Marijuana Tax Act fun 


Centerfold: The High Times Top 40 


In Search of the Waaa by Bob LaBrasca 

Part II of contributing editor Bob LaBrasca's inquiry into dope lawyers and 
their world isa reliable handbook for finding solid legal representation. If 
there's any chance you could be among the half million Americans wholl’be 
| busted on drug charges in the coming year, clip these pages and nd keep them in 
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38 


your shoe . 64 
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© Amsterdam 
52 by William Levy 
American expatriate 


and new-age raconteur Bill Levy 
takes you on his personal ee 
of 
the world. "If it's red L 
at six guilders a gram, this must | 
be Amsterdam,” quips our au- 
thor. Ha-ha, now which way did 
‘ou say was the multimedia 
hash club with the go-go girls in 
the basement? 


Sounds: The No Nukes 
Woodstock 
by John Swenson 
This summer 800,000 citizens 
came together in New York's 
Central Park to demonstrate 
against the proliferation of nu- 
addition to the 
speakers, politicians and ven- 
dors selling “no-nuke" hot dogs, 
there was music—from street 
musicians beating out home- 
made rhythms, to Bruce Spring- 
steen and Jackson Browne. 
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Now Spiral Bound — 
MARIJUANA GROWER’S GUIDE 


Marijuana Grower's Guide by Mel Frank: and Ed Rosenthal is the most 
gvanced, most complete guide to growing. For the smallest or largest 
Scale grower. Sections on indoor and outdoor cultivation, breeding 
Grafting, sinsemilia, drying, curing and Cannabis botany and chemistry 
fell you everything you need to Know 19 grow ctop after crop of primo 
Bot Indoors ar out Caontaine 360 pages, ntroguction by Kath Stroup, & 

lor section, and over 10 b/w, photos. Disclose 

Fase farmers Detailed instructions for Supplying an 
String a conetant ow of suparior quaity smoke aos 
Also Avaifabio: 


Marijuana Potency by Michael Stark The chemistry of pot. Latest 
techniques for testing ang increasing potency, 160 pages "$6.95 


by Richardson andi Woods eautilul pnotographic study 
ng myths of the marijuana plant Tells how te grow yout 
own 120 lulecolor photographs. 98 pages S295 


152 Ways to Earn a Living without working for Someone Else by 
Rosenthal and Lichty,  ifyourlob is drag, You need this Book Stows 
everything you need to become independent” 300 pages 35.95 


Marijuana Botany by Robert Connell Clark Information fram govern 
ment researchers and master California growers. Details on propagation 
Bioning, breeding & hybridizing, sexing & sinsemilia techniques. The 
ewest book on cultivation. 220 pages ‘S188 


Quick Negative lon Generator Virtually eliminates growing/drying 
fom dom. Destrays bacteria and makes plante grow Bolter Reliever 

m-depression caused by industrally-polluted, positive fon charged 
r Gleans air of dust, pollen, solid pollutants. Ready to plug in 
Ed Rosenthal writes: "| Bought one for my greenhouse. Please send 
fone more for my nome. ‘$75.00, 


Marijuana Grower's Guide T-shirts & jerseys — Limited edition 4 color “Grow American” design. Hand silk 


Screened on 100% cotton USA maseshirts Beautiful ~ youll 


jove em! S.MCXL T-shirt $7,957 Jersey $19.95, 


‘Add $1.00 postage and handling, Calf residents add 6% sales tax. SAVE! Order 2 or more items and we pay 
{he postage. Order’ ar more Heme and deduct 82 00 from your order. QUICK TRADING CO. Dept. Hi 
PO Box 497. San Francisco, CA S410) "Wholesale Inquities invited. “Send $1:00 (retunciable with 1st 


‘rger) for catalog 


eoz 


CALL TOLL FREE NATIONWIDE 
(800) 227-1617, ext. 232 
itomia Only (800) 772-3545, ext. 232 


Dyouick Trading Co. 


Serving you since 1976. 
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Marijuana 
The Art and Science of 

Cooking with Cannabis 

by Adam Gottlieb 

More than just another collection of marijuana recipes, this 
book teaches the reader the nature of cannabis, how it 
combines with other foods and how it is best assimilated by 


the digestive tract. A must for anyone serious about cooking 
with grass. #014 $3.50 


The Stash Book 


by Peter Hjersman 
The definitive guide on building hiding places and spaces in 
houses, cars, motorcycles, even on one’s body. Protect your 
valuables—whatever they may be. 4005 $4.95 


Marijuana Growing 


Cultivator's Handbook of Marijuana 
by Bill Drake 

The most up-to-date information for the outdoor and indoor 
marijuana cultivator, with over 100 photographs, drawings, 
charts, maps and a special section on psychoactive tobacco. 
#025 $8.95 


Caretaking the Wild Sinsemilla 
byA. Seed 


A sensible guide to growing sinsemilla, the legendary seedless 
herb. #026 $4.50 


.@ How to Build a Bigger and Better 
Hydroponic Garden 
by Ed Sherman 


How to make a super-garden that will grow anything 
anywhere, from scrap materials, #027 $3.95 


The Primo Plant 


by Mountain Girl 

Complete instructions for growing fine, organic sinsemilla 
marijuana, the seedless variety prized by connoisseurs for its 
exquisite high. #023 $4.50 


© The Sinsemilla Technique 

by Kayo 

Written for the curious as well as the experienced, this 
technique tells how fewer plants in smaller plots can yield 
more cannabis of higher quality. The book includes 
photographs and illustrations. #030 $9.95 


Marijuana Grower's Guide yj 
Deluxe Edition 


by Mel Frank and Ed Rosenthal 
‘The single best-selling cultivation 
guide, complete with 50 color 
plates and over 150 black 

and white photos and 

charts. New spiral-bound 

#029 $14.95 


The HIGH 


Cocaine. 


snow Blind 


by Robert Sabbag 

Anall-out, nonstop, mind jolting journey through the dazzling, 
high-altitude world of an international cocaine smuggler. #018 
$2.75 


< Pipe Dreams 

by Don Raye 

An inside look at the pleasures and hazards of freebase 
cocaine. #019 $12.00 


ay é . 
Cocaine, the Mystique and the Reality 
by Joel L. Phillips and Ronald D, Wynne, Ph.D. 

‘The most comprehensive book ever published on every aspect 
of cocaine, including the results of over 100 interviews with 
users, dealers, smugglers and law-enforcement officials. #020 
$3.50 


BS 
& Mama Coca 
by Antonil 
A well-documented presentation of how wholesale dope 
movers and narcotics officials actively collaborate in the 
international drug trade, #021 $8.95, 


S . 
Cocaine Handbook 
by David Lee 
‘This is an essential reference for researchers, casual users and 
connoisseurs, featuring up-to-date information about illicit 
cocaine not found in any other source book. #031 $17.95 


Hashish 


Cannabis Alchemy: The Art of 

Modern Hashmaking Deluxe Edition 

by David Hoyle 

‘Turn that moldy old bag of ditchweed into some hi-test hashish 
by simply following the method outlined in this book. Written 
specifically for the layman, with diagrams. #013 $4.95 


The Great Books of Hashish, Vol. 1 

by Laurence Cherniak 

A dazzling photographic essay on hashish around the world 
You can get stoned just by looking at the pictures, New West 
said, 4002 $14.95 


TIMES Bookstore | 


Miscellaneous. 


The Natural Mind 


by Andrew Weil 

‘Anew way of thinking about drugs and higher consciousness 
—an exploration of a subject that is all too often submerged in 
irrationality. #028 $5.95 


Kava-Kava, 

Famous Drug Plant of the South Seas 

by EF. Steinmetz 

Learn about the use and effects of this amazing narcotic plant 
from the South Pacific. Brew up a batch of this potent beverage 
yourself and you'll understand why the natives are restless. 
#015 $2.00 

The Illuminati Papers 


by Robert Anton Wilson 

‘The best-selling author of the Illuminatus Trilogy and Cosmic 
Trigger further illuminates the age-old secret conspiracy that 
some say rules the world, A must for paranoids of all ages. 
#008 $7.95 


o, 
© The Pill Book 
by Harold M. Silverman and Gilbert 1. Simon 


‘The indispensable illustrated guide to the 1,000 most 
commonly prescribed drugs in the United States. 4022 $3.95 


Book of the Month. 


Cocaine Consumer's 
Handbook 


by David Lee 
Everything you always wanted 
to know about blow. How to 
perform the Clorox test and 
melting point test, along 
with full color choice 
photos. #006 $5.95 


Zippy Stories 
by Bill Griffith 

Just what the physical therapist ordered—a whole book of 
Zippy cartoons. See Zippy herding Eskimos, having brunch 
with the Toad Family and a whole lot more. #017 $7.95 


#014 The Art and Science of Cooking 


HIGH TIMES Bookstore, Box 1414, 


Subtotal $ 


with Cannabis $ 3.50 5 * 
030. The Sinsemilla Technique $995 Ansonia Station, New York, NY 10023 
1005 The Stash Book $4.95 
029 Marijuana Grower's Guide $14.95 Please send me the books I have checked off. 
——— #023 The Primo Plant $ 4.50 
—— #031 Cocaine Handbook $17.95 Tamenclosing (check Cmoney order 
—_ 025 Marijuana: The Cultivators 
Handbook $ 8.95 
———. #026 Caretaking the Wild Sinsemilla $ 4.50 __ Subtotal $. 
#027 How to Build a Bigger and Better 
Hydroponic Garden $3.95 Sales tax NYS residents 
4028 The Natural Mind $5.95 
Kava Kava, Famous Drug Plant of ‘Add $1,00 shipping for each book $ 
the South Seas $ 2.00 
Peres sree Grand total (Check or money order only!) § 
#020 Cocaine: Mystique & Reality $ 3.50 
———#021 Mama Coca $8.95 
#013 Cannabis Alchemy: The Art of 
Modern Hashmaking $ 4.95 Name 
——#002 The Great Books of Hashish, 
Vol. 1 $14.95 rAdciress! 
#008 The Illuminati Papers $7.95 
#022. The Pill Book $3.95 City 
——017 Zippy Stories $ 7.95 
—— #006 BOOK OF THE MONTH i 
COCAINE CONSUMER'S Site ee 
HANDBOOK $ 5.95 


‘Allow 4-6 weeks for delivery, Money orders significantly peed delivery. 
New York residents please add applicable sales tax. 


THE TRUTH ABOUT HALIDES & HYDROPONICS 


Halides and hydroponics work. 

But why pay more for less 
expensive equipment? 

Almost everybody else has been 
asking up to twice our price for less. 

We're still the best deal around. Call 
us toll-free and we'll prove it. And we 
don't display specific plants in ads or 
elsewhere that could compromise 
your privacy and peace of mind. You 
grow indoors to avoid hassles. 

And what about those so-called 
books and quarterlies that are also 
catalogs designed to get orders 
they contain misinformation as well as 
‘order blanks. So think before you pay 
more. You'll save big 


About fixtures and reflectors... 

The SUPERNOVA fixture is smart. It 
weighs less than 3 pounds and 
provides the greatest light intensity to 
the garden. Big bulky fixtures 
sacrifice light intensity because their 
reflective surfaces are too far from the 
arc tube (source of the light). So the 
light travels farther to reach your 
plants. Does that matter? Yes. When 


“Little Nova” from $157.50 


se 4 


light goes twice the distance, its 
grow power is cut four times. The 
SUPERNOVA’s reflector is as close as 
possible to the arc tube so the light 
path is short and powerful. You 
can't get better than this 

The SUPERNOVA reflector is mirror 
polished aluminum. Why? Aluminum is 
the most perfect reflector of all light 
frequencies. That's why mirrors have 


aluminum coatings. Some say white 
paint is better. Not true. Its porosity 
absorbs and diffuses light. Mirror 
finished aluminum is best, so we made 
it that way. Others say a reflector 
should be rectangular. You can’t get 
smooth light distribution if you 
bounce it around inside a big box, 
you get hot spots and dark spots. 
That's waste. From Alaska to 
Australia, we've seen no other fixture 
work better. They just cost more. 


About ballasts... 

There are many ballasts on the 
market. Back in '79, we used Universal 
ballasts. ..they were the cheapest 
and seemed alright... But they 
burned out far too often. So we 
switched to Jefferson. . . they cost 
more. . . but they last and they're 
quiet. If one of our ballasts becomes 
noisy or quits, we replace it free. 
within one year and you get another 
year's warranty protection as well. 

Also, ballast transformer and 
capacitor life is directly related to 
heat build up. Hot ballasts do not 
last. Recent statements claiming that 
‘our Supernova cooling fan shortens 
ballast life and lessens lamp output 
are pure misinformation. Our fan costs 
plenty and is included with the 
SUPERNOVA, So that your GROLITE will 
last as long as possible with minimal 
maintenance 

We feel our competitors (once 
again) are simply selling less 
equipment for more money by not 
providing proper cooling. Honesty 
will always be the best policy at 
THE LIGHT MACHINE. 

The fact is, all of the halides 
currently on the market work great for 
horticulture, but so far only THE LIGHT 
MACHINE has given you the best. We 
started business in our garage. We met 
many people who became fast 
friends. We never could charge friends 
more than was absolutely necessary 

so the lowest possible prices for 
the very best equipment became our 
company philosophy... .and it still is. 


THE LIGHT MACHINE QUAD GARDEN 
The most hydro power per dollar 
this is it! 
Why pay so much more? For $87.50 
you get four large 12” deep heavy- 
duty growing chambers. 


‘See our ad on Back Cover 


Our Quad Garden is a drip irrigation 
system and the first year nutrients 
supplied are superior to any we've 
seen. 


PH... Moisture... Light... All 
in one instrument. .. and all for the 
price of a moisture meter alone 


sD 


This, thing is hot... no more mixing 
PH disclosure solution... no more 
litmus paper and you just flip the 
switch for moisture or foot candle 
(light) readings. 

Hooray! Somebody finally did it! For 
$14.95 ppd 


Call toll free 
(800) 854-1005 


In California, call 
(714) 271-4467 
THE LIGHT MACHINE 


8474 Commerce Avenue, Suite A 
San Diego, CA 92121 
© 1982 Light Machine Inc. 


HiGH Times took to the streets this summer to participate 
in the 15th Annual Smoke-In and Parade up Fifth Avenue. 
The crowds gathered at Washington Square Park in 
Greenwich Village, and then moved up Fifth Avenue to 
Rockefeller Plaza where they rallied in support of Roger 
Davis. Davis, you may recall, was sentenced by a Virginia 


court to 40 years in jail for possession of nine ounces of 
marijuana. After being ruled as unconstitutional in the 


federal courts, the sentence was upheld in the Supreme 
Court by a margin of 6 to 3. (Recently, Virginia governor 
Charles S. Robb, in a burst of Christian generosity, re- 
duced Davis's sentence to 20 years. See this month's 
“Highwitness News” for details.) 

‘Anyway, pictured below is HIGH TiMEs' contribution to 
the festivities: a colorful 24-foot-long float that depicts 
the whole sordid story. 


JIM CARROLL: POETRY IN MOTION 


by Glenn O’Brien 


Jim Carroll isan incomparable guy: If 
you wanted to compare him, it would 
have to be with a crowd. Like Rim- 
baud, he was a poetry sensation as a 
teenager, then quit it. Like Pat Ewing, 
he was all-American as a freshman 
(although with Jim it was in high 
school). Like William Burroughs, he 
turned the junkie experience into a 
literary classic. And, like Patti Smith, 
he went from poetry stardom to rock 
stardom ina flash. 

Jim Carroll’s first fame was as one 
of the greatest high-school basket- 
ball players of his time. He might 
have been an NBA star if he hadn't 
discovered poetry and heroin. In his 
early teens he had decided to be- 
come a writer, and he kept diaries of 
his incredible life on and off the court. 
At about the same time, he became 
addicted to heroin. His first book of 
poetry was published when he was 
only 16, The Basketball Diaries were 
published after Jim had become a 
recognized poet. At an age when 
most boys are just beginning to think 
about college, he had already lived a 
lifetime. 

Jim pulled a partial Rimbaud. The 
great French poet went to Ethiopia 
and never wrote another line. Jim 
didn't go that far—just to California. 
He became a recluse and stopped 
writing. But after a while he came out 
of it. He had taught Patti Smith a lot 
about writing; she returned the favor 
by teaching ‘Jim about rock. One 
night he jammed with her band and a 
rocker was born. Jim got his own 
band together and reemerged as a 
rocker and a poet. He signed with 
Rolling Stones Records and made an 
album, Catholic Boy, that pleased 
rock and poetry critics alike. He has 
just put out a second LP Dry Dreams, 
and he’s also been getting back into 
poetry. He should have a new book 
out as soon as he can take a bit of a 
break from rock'n'roll barnstorming. 


Hic Times: Was The Basketball Dia- 
ries the first thing you ever wrote? 

CarROLL: Right. Except for my gram- 
mar-school paper. That was the only 
good thing about Catholic school—! 
had this brother who taught me. He 
made me clip out Arthur Daley and 
Red Smith’s columns from the New 
York Times sports page and under- 
line the metaphors and similes and 
stuff like that. When that school year 
was over | still wanted to write. | 
wanted to write a novel. | had the 


Bob GrueniStar File 


capacity to deal with characters and 
metaphor, but | couldn't sustain a 
plot. | figured the only form I could 
use would be a diary—just let it 
evolve itself. 
HicH Times: Were you writing the dia- 
ries with publication in mind? 
Carrout: It was with an audience in 
mind—it wasn't like a diary that! was 
keeping for myself. Then | started to 
get interested in poetry after | got a 
Scholarship to this private school and 
got over the neighborhood idea | had 
of poetry being wimpy and sissyish. 
The inspiration for writing was 
really getting to like the relief that | 
got in that kind of landscape inside 
of my head. They always tested me 
for epilepsy when | was a kid be- 
cause I'd go off on these long dazes, 
just staring out in space. Like if | was 
waiting for a basketball game to end 
because | had the next game in the 
playground, they'd be snapping their 
fingers to get my attention because 
I'd just be drifting off. 
HiGH Times: How did you get into the 
St. Mark's poetry scene in New York 
City? 
CaRROLL: | went there to go to the 
readings, on Wednesdays when the 
biggies read. | hung out at St. Mark's 
fora whole summer and into my next 
school year, but | was too shy to 
approach any of the people whose 
works | liked: Ted Berrigan, John Ash- 
berry and people like that. I did know 
Ginsberg because I'd hang out with 


him at antiwar marches and stuff, 
and he had kind of a crush on me, sol 
would get him to read poems | had 
written and talk to me about poetry. 
V'd go to the open readings but | was 
too shy to getup and read. Then this 
guy from Gity College published a 
book of my poems and it gave me a 
chance to introduce myself and give 
it to people, and before long | was 
taken up as a young poet on the 
scene. | was publishing my poems in 
the World, the Paris Review and Po- 
etry. | was reading on Wednesday 
nights. God, | was incredibly nervous 
at those readings. Much more so 
than when | started todo rock. |hated 
it, itwas really frightening, but | didn't 
want to miss my chance. 
HiGH Times: Did the kids you were go- 
ing to school with know you were 
going to poetry readings? Or were 
you leading a double life? 
Canrout: The kids in school did. This 
was a private school and the kids 
were hip, going to see the Fugs on 
the weekend. They'd come to read- 
ings. But the kids in the neighbor- 
hood—forget it, man! It was a big 
secret there. | would read them some 
of the diaries once in a while, but it 
wasn't too interesting to them. Most 
of the guys | grew up with became 
fucking thieves or cops. 
HiGH Times: You were a basketball 
star as a high-school freshman. 
Carrot: | was high-school all-Amer- 
ican. My sophomore year was my 
best. By that time I could dunk a ball 
backwards. In my senior year | was 
still good, but | was on the decline. 
My interest had shifted to poetry then 
and | was starting to do drugs more 
and more. | was still good for that 
league, but they took away all the 
scholarships | had gotten. Scouts 
who were really big on me years be- 
fore would take me out to dinner and 
I'd be nodding out in the lasagna. | 
just got interested in poetry and it 
wasn't there anymore. Most people 
think it was drugs, but it wasn’t; it 
was that | just cared about writing. 
HIGH Times: Were you into music in 
high school? 
CARROLL Yeah. | got into the Fugs, 
the Velvet Underground, Roy Orbi- 
son; but | didn't really get knocked 
out until | heard Phil Ochs and Dylan. 
But after | left New York, | never lis- 
tened to music, not even the radio. 'd 
get a tape of Patti Smith because we 
were old friends and | wanted to hear 
what she was doing, but otherwise | 
wasn't listening to music at all. 
continued on page 15 
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The Executive 
Paperweight. 


When the rush of the holiday seas 
buy the gift with a lift. 


SPECIAL $9.95 


Enjoy the elegance of this executive gift for a high holiday. 


The Executive Paperweight, an cl 
beveled glass wei 


int, polished, 3x 6x 4" 
ht, available now in limited quantities 


$9.95 each. Add $1.75 for postage and handling, 
Personal check: 


10-day Moneyback guarantee. 


Money Orders (for fast delivery) accepted 


MasterCard & Visa customers 

Call toll free for immediate delivery. Call 1-800-3: 
Florida residents Call 1-305-463-1700. 

Orders received now guaranteed by Christmas. C.0.D‘s 
not accepted. Please have Visa or M/C Account # ready 


8159. 


THIS BUG COULD DESTROY YOUR BUSINESS 


Save it with THE PERSONAL 


PRIVACY PROTECTOR 


The Personal Privacy Protector: 

© Finds electronic bugs in just seconds 

© Even verifies an eavesdropping device 

# Is the same high quality used by professionals 

© Is ultra-miniaturized, pocket-sized, portable 

@ Is usable anytime, anywhere 

@ Allows you to perform a quick electronic “sweep” 
every time you enter a room 

PROTECT YOUR BUSINESS —PROTECT YOURSELF! 

Send $25.00 for a catalog, and special report on how to protect 

yourself against BUGGING and WIRETAPPING. Also inquire 

about telephone privacy systems, bomb detectors, lie detectors, 

tape recarder detectors. electronic vehicle tracking systems 

infrared nite viewers, bullet proof vests and cars. 


‘Anti-Bugging Anti-Wiretapping Corp. of America 
633 Thea Ave New York, NY. 10017 (212) 697-81401X-238720 


Washington + Miami + Beverly Hills * Chicago + Houston 
Toronto * London « Paris * Hong Kong, 


Please Send Me: Quantity 
Handling and Postage $1 


at $9.95 
each. 


Visa Account # 
Expiration date Signature 
Name 


Address 


Mailto: The Executive Source, P.O. Box 102, White Plains, NY 10602 


"And! Bugging Anti. Wiretapping Corp. of America 


Spider Webb Presents 
Your Slum G-ddess of the Month II 


This month's Slum G-ddess is ac- 
tress, artist's model and tightrope 
walker Miss Helen Mellon. Miss Mel- 
lon was discovered during a perfor- 
mance of the Nutcracker Suite at 
New York's Lincoln Center when she 
leaped 30 feet in the air, did a triple 
somersault and landed safely in Ru- 
dolf Nureyev's arms. Photographed 
exclusively for HicH Times magazine 
by Chaz “The Eye” Gatewood, Miss 
Mellon is shown here at the knee of 
her spiritual adviser and groom, Mr. 
Spider Webb. 

(Spider Webb's next Slum G-ddess 
of the month could be you. To arrange 
an audition, just send a postcard 
with your name, address and pre- 
ferred feeding time to: Spider Webb, 
clo HiGH Times, 17 W. 60th St., New 
York, NY 10023.) 


LOST IN SPACE 


Whatever—or whoever—they are, 
they're back. In Pygmy country, Afri- 
ca, the natives are restless once 
again, reporting the appearances of 
long-necked saurians who sound like 
dinosaurs and occasionally nibble at 
their small brown bodies as if they 
were some kind of intergalactic hors 
d'oeuvres (Pygmies in a blanket, per- 
haps). Meanwhile, weird aerial lights 
are buzzing garbage dumps from 
France to the Australian outback 
while hairy monsters bearing a sus- 


picious resemblance to North Amer- 
ica’s famed Bigfoot are stomping 
around the frozen fields of Sweden. 

During the 1960s, the mysterious 
UFOs tended to stage their visits dur- 
ing the months of March, April and 
June. In 1982, the old patterns were 
resumed. March produced a flurry of 
low-level sightings and close encoun- 
ters of the ecchhhh kind from West 
Virginia to Utah. 

In recent years, the heaviest UFO 
activity has been recorded in the So- 


‘Charles Gatewood 


viet Union and China, although Ar- 
gentina had a major UFO wave about 
a year ago. Now they seem to be re- 
suming their nightly patrols in the 
United States, but the news media 
still ignore most sightings and the 
US. Air Force has. been out of the 
saucer-chasing business since 1969. 

UFO abductions, once a taboo sub- 
ject, even among hard-core UFO be- 
lievers, have become commonplace. 
A farmer in West Virginia claimed 
that a spaceman in a seamless, face- 
less silver suit took him aboard a 
disk-shaped object and gave him a 
medical examination. A young lady 
from Oklahoma insists that she was 
subjected to sexual abuse aboard a 
saucer in March, after being plucked 
from her car by a group of ordinary- 
looking men in pale blue coveralls. 
There are now thousands of such 
stories from all over the world. 

A full-scale invasion could be tak- 
ing place right now, but you won't 
know it until you wake up in the mid- 
die of the night and find some horny 
character in a silver suit standing 
over your bed. If he only demands, 
“Take me to your leader!” consider 
yourself lucky. 

—John A. Keel 


It's like having X-ray ears... 


Tiny, powerful electronic ‘‘ears’’ 
let you hear whispers through walls, 
conversations 2 miles away. 


The Dyna-Mike 
Transmitter 


It's smaller than a quarter. But DYNA-MIKE 
will transmit every sound in a room to an FM 
radio tuned to the proper unused frequency. 
from ¥ mile to 2 mites away. 

Mtyou're at a 
neighbor's home 
a block from 
your own 
you can 
hear your baby's 
Cry, oF you can 
tell the instant your 
spouse comes home. If two 
of you are driving tandem in two cars, one or 
both of you can communicate with the other 
even if other cars drive between you 

DYNA-MIKE has as many uses as your im- 
agination can think of. For a business con 
ference, let the tiny microphone sit unob- 
trusively on the table or concealed on a shelf 
and you'll be able to record every word. For 
businesses, you can put an FM receiver in a 
warehouse or remote office and “‘broadcast 
Instructions or orders to be filed 

Public speakers never had a better friend 
than the DYNA-MIKE. No wires or setup — just 
turn on one or more radios and your speech will 
come through with perfect fidelity. Put one on 
the front porch. If you hear a suspicious sound 
turn on the radio and you'll hear the doorbell or 
the ring of the telephone. 


Choose Your Model 
New Horizons is introducing three models of 
the DYNA-MIKE supersensitive broadcast 
microphone. Model IC-18 is the world’s 
smallest micorphone — it's a miracle of elec: 
tronic miniature power, with a high-fidelity 
range of 1800 feet. Introductory price is 
$129.95 (two for only $119.95 each) 

Model X-18 1s the longest-range microphone. 
with an unbelievable two-mile range. introduc: 
tory price is $149.95 (two for only $139.95 
each). 

Model X-3 is the mast sensitive microphone 
It broadcasts perfect-quality sound even from 
low-levels or whispers, up to 1,500 feet. In 
troductory price is $99.95 (two for only $89.95 
each). 

Each microphone is fully wired, complete 
with standard HC-1.35v. battery, good for 100, 
hours of continuous use and easily and inex- 
pensively replaceable 

Of course you're protected by the New 
Horizon guarantee: use any DYNA-MIKE 
transmitter microphone for 30 days, with the 
right to return it for a full refund if you're not 
delighted. 


— Phone or use this coupon — 


The Super-Ear 


You'll hear it all 


Effortlessly. you can hear not just a baby's 
cries, but quiet breathing, through a concrete 
wall afoot thick. Put the SUPER-EAR earphone 
in your ear and place the speaker on the wall 
That's all there is to i. 

SUPER-EAR hears everything, and even more 
astounding, hears it clearly. It's as though the 
wall weren't there. If you're coming home late 
at night and think intruders are in your 
residence, let SUPER-EAR find out for you 
Want to know if the meeting is over in the room. 
with the closed door? SUPER-EAR will tell you 
ina second 

SUPER-EAR is undetectable from the other 
side of the wall. The quality of sound has amaz: 
ing fidelity—good enough to record, and 
SUPER-EAR hs its own builtin recorder jack 

Because SUPER-EAR is the ultimate listen 
ing device, you can an 
Use it to pinpoint hidden Fl 
squeaks in your car 
or the source of 
mysterious 
engine 
noises. 
Construction 
experts use 
it to check 
for flaws 
or cracks 
in buildings, 

Ht Works Anywhere! 


Ever put your ear to a railroad track to try to 
hear the train? Try it with SUPER-EAR. You'll 
hear that train many miles away. Use it as a 
powertul stethoscope on yourself, a friend, or a 
pet. You can even hear a bird's breathing 

The only source for SUPER-EAR is New 
Horizons. Choose from two models — Model 
SB-5, with ultrasensitive microphone, $139.95, 
(two tor only $129.95 each); or Model SB-1 
with suction-type microphone, $99.95 (two for 
only $89.95 each), 

Use your SUPER-EAR for 30 cays. It for any 
reason you're not delighted, the absolute New 
Horizons guarantee means you can return it for 
a prompt refund 


New York, NY 10119 


New Horizons, 1 Penn Plaza, Suite 100 


Please ship at once, with 30-day money-back guarantee 


‘Super-Ear Model SB-5, $139.95 
2 tor $129.95 each 

‘Super-Ear Mode! SB-1, $99.95 
2 for $89.95 each 


The Phone Answerer 
Recorder 


The PHONE ANSWERER/RECORDER con- 

nects in seconds between any tape recorder 

and your telephone. When you're away it 

automatically delivers a message up to 20 

seconds to anyone who calls: when you'll 
return, when to call back, where you are 

When you're. there, "the ANSWERER/- 

RECORDER starts 

any cassette recorder 

automatically 

when you pick 

vup the phone 

and shuts 

off when you 

hang up. 


It records both sides of the conversation with 
astonishing clarity, giving you a permanent 
record of every call, preventing unauthorized 
use of your phone, and eliminating misun- 
derstandings over what was said. It’s specially 
wired to extend recording time on your tape 
recorder. Needs no batteries - it's always 

‘alive 

The PHONE ANSWERER/RECORDER is a 
masterpiece of miniaturization. It's yours for 
$49.95 (two for only $44.95 each). PHONE 
RECORDER unit alone, records but doesn’t 
answer, $29.95 (two for $24.95) each). Every 
instrument has the unbeatable New Horizons 
guarantee 


For immediate service on credit card orders, 
call toll-tree 24 hours a day, seven days a 


week: 
1-800-824-7888 
Ask for operator NO. 551 
in California: 800-852-7777 
We Absolutely Guarantee! Use any electronic 
instrument acquired from us for up to 30 days 
It you decide for any reason that you don’t want 
to keep i, return it for a 100% refund. 


NeW HORIZONS 


1 Penn Plaza, Suite 100 
New York, N.Y. 10119 
For Information Call (201) 370-8029 


— Phone or use this coupon — 


Indicate payment method: 


Check enclosed 


) Dyna-Mike Model IC 18, $129.95, ae oem eecale 
2 for $119.95 each No 
| Dyna-Mike Model X-18, $149.95 Expires Signature 
2 for $139.95 each fee 
Dyna-Mike Model X-3, $99.95 
7 2 for $89.95 each Address ere 
Phone Answerer/Recorder, $49.95 | city State Zip 


Phone Recorder. $29.95 
2 tor $24.95 each 


Please add $1.75 per total order for shipping 


Editor: 


Here's a picture of this year's crop; in all, there are seven plants, all but the one 
on the far right are grown from our “special strain.” At 16 weeks we harvest 
and obtain 14 to 16 ounces per plant! The buds when dried taste like hash and 


can literally choke the shit out of you. 


—B&K Growers 
Address withheld 


Sounds like you boys have cooked up some weird sort of enema grass. 
Now why don't you cross it with some Kaopectate and get back to us 


in about 16 weeks.—Ed. 


Visions of Andy 
Editor: 
Let me begin by thanking your circu- 
lation department for replacing my 
Dec. '81 and Jan. '82 issues. Though 
lve yet to receive them, | have no 
doubt they were mailed to me. It’s 
only that I've had trouble with the ad- 
ministration at this fucking prison 
about receiving HIGH Times from 
issue one, and I'm almost certain 
they were intentionally lost. I'm serv- 
ing a ten-year stretch for growing a 
few plants (800), and without my HicH 
Times the days barely craw! by. One 
other thing: my only unfulfilled ambi- 
tion is to meet your publisher, Andy 
Kowl, in the flesh. Perhaps when my 
time is served | will travel to New York 
and have that royal opportunity. 
—An avid fan in jail 


Young, Gifted 
and Ugandan 


Editor: 

With much pleasure we write to you 
from Uganda, East Africa, and send 
you happy greetings and best wishes 
for the future. We are very much inter- 
ested in your excellent publication 
HicH Times, and we write to request 
that you be so kind as to send us five 
assorted copies of the same as a 


special donation to our Young Peo- 
ple’s club. 

—Frank Wamsee 

Kasese, Uganda 


So there is life after Idi Amin! The 
issues are on the way, Frank—Ed. 


The Real Dope 


on Urinalysis 
Editor: 
Please: When are you going to runa 
feature on these urinalysis tests that 
are popping up all over the country? It 
would make a lot of people like my- 
self feel more secure if we had some 
reliable information from an objec- 
tive source. I'min the marines and we 
are subject to a great deal of pres- 
sure for wanting to get high. There 
have been so many stories about this 
test for so long—it’s about time we've 
had some facts. 

—Name and address withheld 


You're right, and obviously not alone 
in your concern. In fact, a substantial 
portion of our mail during the past 10 
to 12 months has been urinalysis- 
related queries. In November there 
will appear a major article in HiGH 
Times on the Emit Test, which we 
hope will answer everybody's ques- 
tions.—Ed. 


The Philosopher 


Phreak 

Editor: 

Isit possible to bea fan anda critic of 
Zippy (Zippy, the high priest of the 
non sequitur)? 

One is sorely tempted to change 
the subject. Before | can discuss 
freaksploitation, I'm onto the subject 
of the real Side Show: Kissinger, Nix- 
on and the Destruction of Cambodia 
by William Shawcross. 

The oral history of 1969 shows 
“breakfast,” “lunch,” “dinner” and 
“dessert” being used as code words 
for a final solution. Old friends like Al 
Haig and Tom Enders designed the 
“menu"—and you think Zippy has 
oral fixations? Long before the epi- 
demic of Pac-Man Fever, US. impe- 
rialism had a severe case of munch- 
ies 

“Life is a blur of Republicans and 
meat"? Maybe only slow-moving low 
riders notice cheese lines. Surplus 
cheese builds subgeniuses in sur- 
prising ways; but it wasn't always so. 

Twenty-five years ago, Dagwood 
Bumstead threw away the cheese 
sandwich Blondie had prepared for 
him—Dagwood was afraid it would 
“make a mouse” of him. Today's low- 
paid office workers would fight over 
the sandwich found in Dagwood’s 
garbage can. 

I don't know about people who can 
afford to buy sinsemilla crude. Are 
they still living in the affluent so- 
ciety? 

Will 1982 be another Summer of 
Love with all the Krazy Kats getting 
hit in the head with bricks made of 
process cheese? Is the “blur of Re- 
publicans” really the 19th-century 
Know-Nothing party born again? Are 
we still talking comix? Yowza! 

—Phillip Gore 
Wooster, Ohio 


HIGH TiMES is an acknowledged 
source of expert information on a 
wide variety of subjects. If you have 
any questions or comments pertain- 
ing to drugs, law, health, gardening, 
et cetera, we'd be pleased to hear 
from you. Send all letters to: HIGH 
Times Adviser, 17 W. 60th St., New 
York, NY 10023. Our editors are stand- 
ing by. 
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JIM CARROLL 


continued from page 10 


HicH Times: You got the idea to do 
rock when Patti called you up on- 
stage at a concert? 

CarroLt: Yeah. We were in this little 
movie together that had a scene 
where she played the piano and gu 
tar while | read a piece. She asked me 
to come to a show in San Diego one 
night, so | went and there was some 
hassle with the opening act—one of 
the roadies for the other act had 
punched Patti's brother or some- 
thing. The promoter said, “Okay, Jim 
can do it. We'll do what we did last 
night." | had two things memorized 
song called “| Don't Live in My Body’ 
and one called “Cruelty.” She was 
playing her one-note guitar and she 
really took my nervousness away. 
She was such a pro onstage. She was. 
rubbing up next to me, cooling me 
out. After the first minute or sol was 
really into it and it went over real 6 


good, | didn’t have any music; | was 
just rapping it. But | felt the differ. 
ence between a poetry audience and 
a rock 'n’ roll audience—the energy. 
HicH Times: Do you still plan to do 
readings? 

CARROLL: Oh yeah. | used to be really 
nervous reading poems. Now, from 
the experience of performing in front 
of an audience, I'm a lot better at 
reading, It's a great base to have. At 
first I felt like | was moving away from 
that scene, but now | really like the 
anchor of still being a part of the 
poetry scene. [ 


Correction 

Due to a production error, credit for 
the photography in the August ‘82 
Centerfold feature, “The White Man's 
Burden,” was omitted. The credit 
should read: Photos ©Ed Rottinger. 
We apologize to Mr. Rottinger for the 
omission. 
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ECOGROW AND ECOBLOOM 
COMPLETE PLANT NUTRIENTS ! 


Ecogrow + Hydroponics + Hali ii = 
a Eantessh i Growing Ex Be ety snes 
cogrow std. (10-8-14n-p-k), “S"(15%n), “Mm” 
1 Ib.$5.00,10 Ib, $30.00. halides ea painaecen)& Bloons 
Hydroponic & Lighting Guidebook & catalog (NEW)S3. | 
i wisarnicetersnecge: we cee o.k.,call toll-free! 
= -426-6937(exe.wa.call 206-523-9300) 11a.m.— } 
ECO ENTERPRISES 2221n.e.5sth Saco lsweeme 


ie Don't get caught with your plants down /I” 
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@ PURE NITROUS CHARGERS 


MIX COOL NITROUS WITH WARM SMOKE. 
Bur: Bomb" is an N20 carburated pipe 
equipped with a precision adjustable control valve 
to regulate fast or slow output 

IT 1S NOT A ONE HIT BALLOON INFLATOR, 
Buzz Bomb* also separates into (1) a pocket size 
nitrous dispenser and (2) into a slick smoking 
pipe 

[eis available direct from the manufacturer with a 
special mail order offer of 10 

special mal FREE PURE N30 


L\~Z 


SEND FOR YOURS NOW!!! 


s check or money s ship 


immedi 


ae 
212000 ee and ewe 


a ss Sea esvaleg 
VISAIMC™ : HP mS nBine Some Somer NY 


Venn! of chargers. Calif, residents 
jgnature dd 6% sales tox !) 
Send to: PREMIUM INDUSTRIES, 125 Larkspur, San Rael, CA 94901 g 
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SUP EECE 
‘Mannitol 


“Give The Lady What She Wants” 


THE PARRA PROMISE 
We guarantee to ship your order the day we get your 
certified check —and that you should get your package 
within 2 days via UPS-Blue Label Air Service at noextra 
charge! NO ONE GIVES YOU FASTER SERVICE! 


| am 18 years of age or older 
Seid me Reamie CAROL 


INCENSEORDER FORM  _‘iitslin. 


CIRCLE SIZE DESIRED. AND TOTAL IN RIGHT HAND COLUMN 


Enclosed is $2 00t0 cover postage 
and handling, Free catalog 
Gluded 


oper Ter 


702 


3r 


Oz] 102 ea] 1b ea]i 1b ea Tota__] 


Milky Trails 300 


25.00 


0.00 | 10000 | 60000 | 100000 


8 Pseudocaine 


30.00 


700.00 | 600.00 _| 1000.00 


T Uhtrataine 


2000 


0,00 | 700.00 | 600.00 | 7000.00 


White Lady Caine 


1500 


30,00 | 500.00 | 800.00 


E Superior Cane Rock 


000 | 100,00 | 600.00 | 1000.00, 


F Super Cane 


20.00 


0.00 | 10000 | —600.00_| 1000.00 


& Superior Mannitol 


3.00 Zoz__ 2000 


WL Mannite 


200 | 5000 


© WL Crystal Mannitol 


Too] 35.00 | 7000 


Inositol 


70.00 | 35.00 | 70.00 


‘T Mannite Conoscenti 


50) 


Bar 500 


22 gt Bar 12.00 1 Kilo 250007 


SALES VOID WHERE PROHIBITED BY LA 


TEMS NOT INTENDED FOR ILLEGAL USE-NO SALES TO MINORS 


SEND CERTIFIED CHECK OR MONEY ORDER ONLY 


PALPA DISTRIBUTORS 
2813 NEWPORT BLVD. 
NEWPORT BEACH, CALIF. 92663 


CALL (714) 675-7413 For VISA/MC Orders 


FREE CATALOG WITH ALL ORDERS. SUB TOTAL 


shipping 


TOTAL ENCLOSED 


People are frequently asking 
the Connoisseur: "Hey, Mr. 
Connoisseur, you're so know!- 
edgeable about altered states 
of consciousness, your finely 
honed sensibility is such an ex. 
quisitely tuned instrument, 
why don't you write about an 
aristocratic substance like co- 
caine, why just stick to mari. 
juana?" 

Well, the editors have en- 
couraged me to address this 
subject, and so—although I 
know I'll make even more en- 
emies with my views on this 
than with my celebrated criti- 
cism of California sinsemilla— 
nonetheless, somebody has to 
say it, 

Cocaine has become the big- 
gest garbage drug in America. 
It is neither aristocratic nor 
high class. It'sa joke, a fraud, a 
hoax. In fact, for all practical 
purposes, there is no cacaine in 
America, Certainly not the 
kind that’s sold to be snorted. 
(We'll get to the freebase ques- 
tion later.) 

And millions of Americans 
who think they've had the co- 
caine experienceare victimsof 
fraud and delusion, They've 
never really had cocaine. 

Let me explain. I'm not say- 
ing there never was cocaine in 
America. Ten years ago, even 
five years ago, someone buy- 
ing in gram quantities might 
actually get some recognizable 
shadow of a cocaine glow. It 
would happen if they were 
lucky enough to come across 
some stuff that was cut with 
milk sugar, even mannite, the 
Italian baby laxative once so 
popular, On the other hand, 
even back then most commer- 
cial coke was cut with amphet- 
amine. And you had about as 
much chance of gettinga genu- 
ine cocaine experience with 
speed-cut coke as you would, 
say, getting the full apprecia- 
tion of a fine sherry that had 
been heavily spiked with poi- 
sonous wood alcohol. 

In fact, an entire miserable 
generation poisoned itself with 
cheap speed up the nose, get- 
ting wired, getting crazy, get- 
ting damaged in dumb ways 
without getting a real coke 
glow. 

I say coke glow rather than 


‘THE FIRST (AND 


LAST) WORD 
ON COCAINE 


by' 


Cocaine has become the biggest 


gar! 


bage drug in America. It is 


neither aristocratic nor high class; 
it’s a fraud. 


rush, because if you've ever 
had real cocaine, you know its 
effectis practically the opposite 
of the speedy, staticky rush 
that 99 percent of Americans 
confuse with coke. A real coke 
glow isa warm, mild, mellow, 
subtle, whole-body emanation 
that engenders generosity, 
good feeling, benevolence, 
sensuousness—nothing like 
the chill spasms of cold elec- 
tricity you get with speed. It’s 
very rare, very special, but 
don’t get your hopes up, be- 
cause it’s likely you'll go to 
your grave without ever expe- 


riencing the real thing, 

‘The reasons: stupidity and 
greed. The stupidity of the 
drug laws encourages the 
greed of the coke merchants, 
and the greed! of the coke mer- 
chants to make an immediate 
sale puts a premium on con- 
vincing the prospective buyer 
that a strong initial rush is what 
you want when you 're tasting 
coke. ‘To give it a strong initial 
rush they cut it with speed, caf- 
feine or some kindof diet-drug 
garbage upper. 

Wrong, all wrong. What re- 
sulted was all those dumb, 


dumb scenes in the ‘70s when 
Mr. Big Shot coke dealer would 
swagger in, lay down some 
lines of his powder, encourage 
buyers to snarfle some up, and 
sit back as they plugged his 
powdered upper cut into their 
poor noses. 

‘Then all the pseudoknowl 
edgeable buyers would wire 
up in their seats in the grip ofa 
brain voltage shock and say, 
"Wow, good stuff.” And so the 
drug lawsand the drug dealers 
conspired to create a deluded 
set of speed freaks who 
thought they were coke freaks. 

Come on," I can hear some 
of you saying, “there must 
have been some real coke 
around in the '70s. Some stuff 
not garbaged up with speed.” 

Well, occasionally there 
were travelers who would 
claim they were just back from 
the labs in Peru with some 
pearly pink flake or some blue 
diamond from Bolivia. But 
even then, there's coke and 
there's coke, 

A lot of the processing labs 
down there found themselves 
forced to compete with the 
dumb, debased taste of U.S. 
speed freaksand so they'd turn 
out a product that was techni- 
cally coke but that had been 
cooked up, to jump-start the 
heart with as much speedy 
power as the poor powder 
could muster. Because creat- 
ing cokes all a question of lab- 
oratory expertise, of artistry as 
much as chemistry, and the 
stupid speed freaks of America 
fucked up centuries of Third 
World coke alchemy by insist- 
ing on a substance that would 
provide an instant jolt, a quick 
fix for the speed-cued sinuses 
of the hyped-up urban go-get- 
ters who depended on mock 
coke to fuel their senseless 
drive for status and material 
success. 

How do I know this, you 
ask? Well, because several 
years ago—the statute of limi 
ations has long expired—I 
happened to run into a world 
traveler who had contacts in 
one of the very last genuine, 
old-fashioned, warm-and-mel- 
low coke processing labs in 
South America. In fact, thislab 
had just gone out of business 
because they could no longer 
compete with the stupid 
speedy coke that became the 
rage of the age. Well, thisworld 

continued onpage 70 
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“This tape is like a living centerfold. You have to see it to believe it.” 
Andy Kow, publisher, HIGH TIMES 
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U.S. DRUG POLICY 
IN TURMOIL 


FEDS TRY TO BURY THEIR [3 


COVER-UP UNMASKED 


OWN DECRIM STUDY 


WASHINGTON, D. 


NCE AGAIN, THE REAGAN 
administration is at- 


O 


tempting to censor anything 
positive concerning marijua- 
ha use—even if it emanates 
from the National Academy 


A FALLING-OUT 
AMONG COPS: 
ee 

FBI AND DEA MAKE 
UNCOMFORTABLE BEDMATES 


BY CHARLES WINSTON-LEVY 


wasut 


W HL 
of law-enforcement 


resources is not a panacea for 
the country’s drug problem,” 
wisecracks the federal Gener- 


al Cae Office, “virtu- 
ally everybody agrees more 
resources are needed.” 


of Sciences’s own panel of ex- 
perts. When the academy's 
Committee on Substance 
Abuse and Habitual Behav- 
ior issued its report this sum- 
mer recommending lessening, 
the penalties for marijuana 
use, academy president Dr. 


Frank Press did everything 
short of an auto-da-fé to bury 
the report. Ultimately, the 
truth still came out. And it 
made Dr. Press's and others’ 
involvement in the dirty busi- 
ness of politicizing scientific 
research the futile act of sev- 
eral fools. 

The long-awaited commit- 
tee report received exactly 
one line on the networks’ af- 
ter-dinner news broadcasts, 
to the great dismay of the 
academy. “They said,”apress 
officer complained, ““The Na- 
tional Academy of Sciences 
today recommended the de- 
criminalization of mari- 
Suana 

‘The NASdidno such thing. 
It was their permanent Com- 
mittee on Substance Abuse 
and Habitual Behavior who 
frankly recommended de- 
criminalization in their 1982 | 
report, An Analysis of Mari- 
juana Policy. The committee's 
permanent membership com- 
| prises 18 of the nation’s top 

academic figures in the 
realms of medicine and law, 
including Jerome Jaffee, who 
contributes the “addiction” 
chapter to The Pharmacolog- 
ical Basis of Therapeutics 
(Goodman and Gilinan), the 


‘The problem, as the GAO 
diagnosed iin arecent report 
to Congress on federal nar- 
cotics-law enforcement, is 
that even when augmented 
resources are made available 
for drug busting, they go to 
waste under the kind of 
agency infighting that 

agued FBI-DEA task 
forces. The GAO's 1982 re- 

continued on p. 20, col. 3 


Dr. Frank Press sold out the 
NAS committee under adminis- 
tration pressure. 


basic medical text on drug 
science worldwide; Daniel X. 
Freedman, chairman of the 
University of Chicago's psy- 
chiatry department; John 
Kaplan, who runs the School 
of Law at Stanford; Denise 
Kandel of Columbia’ Univer- 
sity’s School of Public 
Health, and 14 other interna- 
tionally recognized special- 
ists in health and law. It was 
they who, after four years of 
studying the subject and 
bickering among themselves, 
unanimously recommended 
marijuana decriminalization 
as anational model, and hint- 
ed at things even more con- 
troversial. 
‘The National Academy of 
continued on page 20, col. 1 


HIGH TIMES 19 


UPI 


HIGHWITNESS NEWS 


DEA BOOBY-TRAPS 
JOINT FBI TASK FORCE 


Ex-DEA chief Peter Bensinger proposed coping dirty money 
from dope busts so federal task forces could turn a profit. 


NAS NIXES ITS OWN 
POT DECRIM PROPOSAL 


continued from page 19, col. 4 
Sciences, however, balked at 
uublishing the committee's 
dings. The project had, af- 
terall, been formally commis- 
sioned in 1978, during then- 
president Carter's tenure. 
he 18 people who wrote it 
would not succumb to sus- 
tained pressure from the Rea- 
gan administration to alter 
their findings or to say things 
they believed to be untrue. 
NAS president Dr. Frank 
Press, however, prefaced the 
report with an anguished per- 
sonal notice specifically in- 
forming “the media and the 
public” that he believed the 
committee “may have gone 
beyond its charge” in draw- 
ing conclusions from the data 
they had studied intensively 
for four years. Dr. Press, a po- 
litical appointee, specializes 

in geological plate tectonics. 


So much for the fireworks. 
Actually, the committee only 
concurred, sort of by the by, 
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with the memorable Presi- 
dent's Commission Report of 
1973—the one then-president 
Richard Nixon righteously 
nixed because it suggested 
that the removal of crimi- 
nal penalties for mal pot 

ossession might not be a 

d idea. Despite the presi- 
dent's righteous repudiation 
—or probably thanks to it, 
that late in the fraud—the 
Schaeffer Commission’s de- | 
crim proposal was eventually | 
enacted in 41 states around 
the nation. 

And today, 1982, in Oregon 
—first to adopt prohibition- 
of-supply in 1973—grass use 
among school-age people is 
currently decreasing relative 
tothe rest of the country. The 
ratio of marijuana smok- 
ers of any age has not risen in 
any of these states, nor has 
their per capita weed intake, 
while millions of tax dollars 
have been saved in law-en- 
forcement costs. Best: of all, 
millions of individuals have 
been spared “criminalization” | 


continued from p. 19, col. 2 
port to the House Subcom- 
mittee on Government Infor- 
mation and Individual 
Rights, reviewing early at- 
tempts to link the DEA and 
FBI into a cohesive narco 
unit, has a special interest. 
Over the period covered by 
the report, 1977 to 1979, 
the agencies were totally sep- 
arate and autonomous, Their 
experience in “joint task 
forces" may predict how well 
ae how poe 7. diay must be 
collaborating now that the 
Reagan administration has. 
forcibly wedded them togeth- 
er inthe Justice Department. 


Relations between the two 
outfits were “far from harmo- 
nious” at that point in time, 
the GAO was able to deter- 
mine, despite adamant refus- 
dla froch the taro agencios for 
information. “Although in the 
past we have experienced a 
cooperative working relation- 
ship with the Department of 
Justice,” the GAO com- 
plained, “we encountered seri: 
‘us problems in obtaining rec- 
ords during this interview.” 


because of their use of pot. A 
young person busted for just. 
a few joints who then winds 
up with a lifelong narcotics 
record tends to take a cyni- 
cal view of the law in gen- 
eral forever after, the commit- 
tee observes. This cynicism 
is diagnosed as a major so- 
cial problem in the 39 states 
that have not adopted de- 
crim: “Alienation from the 
rule of law in democratic so- 
ciety may be the most. seri- 
ous get of current marijuana 
WS. 


A great deal of this brief re- 
port is fleshed out with es- 
tablished health hazards of 
marijuana, copped straight 
from the NAS 1982 Marijua- 
na and Health report. While 
the Abuse Committee's ini- 
tial draft of its policy analysis 
was submitted well before the 
NAS report, it was tied up in 
the editing process for a year 
and a half—undergoing three 


‘Though specifically ordered 
by the House to launch this 
DEA-FBI efficiency assess- 
ment, the GAO had to inform 
Atty. Gen. William French 
Smith by formal letter that 
both outfits were stonewall- 
ing its requests for informa- 
tion—in violation of feder- 
al law. Even then, the FBI 
still refused to let the accoun- 
tants look at any files per- 
taining to its narco work. 
The files were stored, they 
said, with active conspiracy- 
case files under the sacred 
Racketeering-Influenced and 
Corrupt Organizations Act 
(RICO), “which the FBI does 
not want GAO to see,” 
groused the report. The DEA 
was similarly unhelpful, so 
the GAO's accountants’ de- 
pended entirely on unverifi- 
able claims from agents. By 
pitting the DEA version of 
events against the FBI ver- 
sion, however, they came up 
with a surprising picture of 
each agency hamstringing 
the other. 

Jimmy Carter's attorney 
general, Griffin Bell, con- 
ceived the notion of harness- 
ing the DE A and FBI togeth- 


comprehensive rewrites—so 
thatall the adverse health da- 
ta could be interjected. ‘The 
list of hazards, though signifi- 
cant principally to teenagers, 
was not a long one. 

Acute intoxication notori- 
ously impairs reception and 
retention of new data, which 
can become especially awk- 
ward for students. More im- 
portant, since growing tis- 
sues are most susceptible to 
the toxic effects of any drugs, 

wing kids run more risk of 
ge from smoking drugs, 
whether tobacco or pot, than 
do older persons. Moreover, 
smoking increases the work 
of the heart. Since acute mar- 
ijuana intoxication impairs 
motor coordination and visual 
tracking ability, one shouldn't 
drive under its influence. 


High-school students since 
the mid ’70s have universally 
reported, without. exception, 
that they could obtain mari- 
juana if they wanted it, Since 
fewer kids have been smok- 
ing it every year since 1978, 
obviously the youth market 
has become oversaturated, 
However, the report states, 
“It is predictable that this 
drug—like all others—will 


HIGHWITNESS NEWS 


erin 1977, shortly before leav- 
ing office under a cloud of 
highly dubious associations. 
In New York City, Chicago 
and Los Angeles, three urban 
“joint task forces Ewe set 
up incorporating 21 agents 
from each outfit, with a bud: 

t of at least $4.6 million. 

‘he idea was to investi 
and bust whole dope-d 
syndicates, using the FBI's 
proficiency at tracing dirty 
money, so that when the 
busts came down, all the dope 
money could be confiscated 
by the feds. DEA jefe Peter 
B. Bensinger at the time was 
swearing before Congress 
that the DEA could surely 
turn a steady profit this way, 
with the aid of some FBI 
money tracers. 

The lure of 


gotten 


did not so blind the DEA, 
though, that they were about 
to do the FBI any ete tor 

‘or 


selecting targets 
investigation, the 
marked none bu 
traffickers having 
se Nostea afftations: The 
task forces, therefore, were 
assigned to investigate in- 
dividuals such as Simone 


causeharminsomeofitsusers, 
particularly in its heaviest 
users, and among these, in its 
heaviest adolescent users.” 

Ergo, “regulation”—which 
fuzzheads will certainly 
equate with legalization— 
rears its controversial head. 
“The cultivation, importa- 
tion, manufacture, distribu- 
tion, retailing and, of course, 
use of marijuana would no 
longer be illegal per se.” How- 
ever, USDA quality control 
would insure purity and 
would standardize THC con- 
tent. Inevitably, the pot 
would be licensed and super- 
vised by public agencies. 
“Thus, controls might be 
placed’on such factors as 

potency, amount pur- 
Sage ete id placeof sales, 
age of buyers, et cetera.” 

The benefits of this for 
youth are obvious: “Dimin- 
ishing the ‘forbidden fruit’ as- 

+ of the drug and perhaps 
increasing the likelihood that 
an adolescent would be intro- 
duced to the drug through 
families and friends who prac- 
tice moderate use, rather 
than through their heaviest- 
using, most drug-involved 
peers.” Marijuana suppliers 
could be compelled toroutine- 
ly advise buyers of the actual 


“Sam the Plumber" De- 
Cavalcante in New Jersey 
or Santo Trafficante, Jr., 
in Florida: millionaire mob 
bosses who never get any- 
where close to dope or dirty 
money. “It was unlikely, 


health hazards of the drug, 
which would have the effect 
of increased credibility for 
these warnings. “It appears 
that the public is now ex- 
tremely wary of some govern- 
ment information programs 
that attempt to influence 
health behaviors. The credi- 
bility of the federal govern- 


ment is especially suspect | 


when it issues health warn- 
ings about a drug that itis 
clearly trying to prohibit.” 

‘The result, would hardly be 
a massive boom in public 
marijuana use. The price 
could probably be fixed at 
about $35 anounce. The bene- 
fits to the government, and 
thus to society, of taxing the 
marijuana market are so ob- 
vious they're not even cov- 
ered here, Evidently, there 
was a good deal of this in the 
committee's original report, 
but it was carved out after 
much nagging from the NAS 
politicos. 


Allin all, the committee's rec- 
ommendations aren't any- 
thing novel or even truly con- 
troversial. It was Frank 
Press who made it so contro- 
versial, by prefacing it all 
with this “open letter” to Dr. 


| 
| 


notes GAO, 


“either agency 
would refer a quality (sic) case 
tothe task forces, if there was 
a possibility to successfully 
work the case within its own 


jurisdiction.’ Afterward, 
DEA people admitted to the 


William Pollin at NIDA (an- 
other veteran of pabcnags 
politics) that repudiates the 
report's recommendations 
and flatly impugns the quali- 
fications of the NAS's perma- 
nent Committee on Substance 
Abuse and Habitual Behav- 
ior to review data and enunci- 
ate conclusions a¢ all. 

The last time anything like 
this happened was in 1972, 
when an N AS president repu- 
diated areally slipshod report 
on Red Dye No. 2 that may 
have been influenced by per- 
sons with vested interests in 


the food-dye racket. Thus the | 


repudiation of An Analysis of 
Marijuana Policy provok 
exceedingly deep acrimony 
from some members of the 
committee. 

None, however, who was 
contacted by H1GH TIMES 
felt that this was the 
organ of opinion in which to 
openly air their reactions for 

e record, names and all. 
Frank Press, it was generally 
felt, may not know muc! 
about pharmacology or 
sociology, but he is acutely 
aware that the recommenda- 
tions in this report run direct- 
ly counter tocurrent adminis- 
tration drug stra which 
isto stigmatize ant andpen -secute 


FBL-DEA task force targets Simone “Sam the Plumber” DeCavalcante (le/t) and Santo Trafficante, 
Jr, proved to be the untouchables. 


GAO that there was not 
much hope of nailing any of 
these targets. 

The FBI also told the 
GAO—and leaked it to the 
press—that the DEA had 

continued on p. 23, col. 1 


marijuana smokers as social 
scapegoats, trash the whole 
notion of scientific dru; 
search and turn the whole 
business over to federally 
funded “volunteer” political 
groups like PRIDE and the 
American Council on Mari- 
juana. 

““Lresenttthis,” one member 


said for quotation, 5 i 
of Press's back-stabbing 
letter. “These people have to 
realize, though, that while po- 
litical administrations come 
and go, the scientific commu- 
nity remains. And we have a 
long, long memory for things 
like this.” Nearly all members 
told HiGH TIMES they'd nev- 
er encountered so much bu- 
reaucratic meddling and poli- 
tical twaddle with any gov- 
ernment project they'd ever 
worked on. 

Daniel X, Freedman of Chi- 
cago chose his words to HIGH 
TIMES with exquisite care 
and craft. ‘Society very 
rarely wants to hear what 
ie said rath- 
r acknowl- 
eugelwlat sticault gay.) 
Asked what it was he had just 
said, exactly, he chuckled: “I 
know you're frustrated and 
want a story, but you can’t 
have one from me." HT 
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FOURTH AMENDMENT ATTACKED 
Cae eS eee 


SUPREMES EXPAND CAR SEARCHES 


Tues, ro THE U.S. Su- 
preme Court, police may 
now search every inch of ev- 
erything in any car they have 
robable cause to stop. Be- 
fore the Supremes’ June rul- 
ing, the police were limited to 
frisking the passengers and 
inspecting any area within 
their reach. Suitcases in a 
locked trunk, even in an auto- 
mobile stopped for probable 
cause, were off limits, unless 
the police possessed specific 
warrant for a piece. 

‘The Court's 6-3 ruling has 
changed all that and has 
cleared up the confusion it 
had created in the past year 
with several case-by-case rul- 
ings. The nine justices also 
performed an about-face on 
their 1981 decision to restrict 
searches to the passenger 
compartment of a vehicle. Po- 
lice still must have probable 
cause to stop a car, but once 
they witness some criminal 
violation in progress, or think 
they do, they're free to pry in- 
to everything in and out of 
sight. 

This most recent ruling 
traces back to the Court's 
1925 “automobile exception” 
to the Fourth Amendment's 
prohibition against unrea- 
sonable searches. The reason- 


ing for theexception held that. 


therd wasn't sufficient time 
for the police to obtain a war- 
rant for a moving vehicle that 
might elude them. 

iting for the majority, 
Associate Justice John Paul 
Stevens, employing highway 
images, promised a “bright 
line” would be drawn be- 
tween police powers and the 
individual's rights to pri- 
vacy. The justice then opined 
that the “automobile excep- 
tion” was equivalent to a 
search warrant, and made his 
next leap of logic by compar- 
ing a car to a home. It goes 
like this: 


“When a legitimate search | 


is under way, nice distinc- 
tions between closets, draw- 
ers and containers, in the case 
of a home, or between glove 
compartments, upholstered 
seats, trunks and wrapped 

.ckages, in the case of a ve- 

icle, must give way to the i 
terest in the prompt and effi- 
cient completion of the task 
at hand. 

“If probable cause justifies 
the search of a lawfully 
stopped vehicle, it justifies 
the search of every part of the 
vehicle and its contents that 
may conceal the object of the 
search.” 


The high court's ruling up- 


JORGY 


| TELL IT To THE 
SUPREME Cour, 
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held the conviction of Albert 
Ross, Jr. a Washington, D.C., 
man who was arrested four 
years ago for selling heroin 
tucked away ina paper bagin 
the trunk of his car. A federal 
appeals court had overturned 
Ross's conviction on the 
grounds that he had been 
subjected to an unreasonable 
and warrantless search. Nev- 
ermind themeans, look at the 
ends, the Supremes respond- 
ed, in somewhat circular log- 
ic, “In this class of cases, a 
search is not unreasonable if 
based on facts that would jus- 
tify the issuance of a warrant, 
even thougha warrant hasnot 
actually been obtained.” 
Just hold on a minute, Jus- 
tice Thurgood Marshall ad- 
monished his peers. Listen- 
ing to his own reasoning, 


Marshall argued that the rul- 
ing was unnecessary and ex- 
cessive, since containers and 
packages in a car didn’t need 
tobecovered by the “automo- 
bile exception.” Alll the police 
have todo, after stopping the 
vehicle, is impound the sus- 
pected contraband or what- 
ever. They're not going to 
drive off of their own accord. 
Marshall strongly doubted 
the police would be held at 
bay by Stevens's “bright 
line,” and warned that therul- 
ing would have “profound im- 
plications” for citizens’ rights 
to privacy. “The majority to- 
day not only repeals all realis- 
tic limits on warrantless auto- 
mobile searches,” Marshall 
wrote, “it repeals the Fourth 
Amendment warrant re- 
quirement itself.” #r 


KEY WEST SECEDES 
OVER CHECKPOINT 


ORIDA 


KEY WEST, F 


E BEFORE THE Su- 
preme Court expanded 
car searches, scattered road- 
blocks across the country 
were demonstrating how ar- 
bitrary freewheeling police 
stops had become. The U.S. 
Border Patrol caused such a 
traffic tieup last April that 


Key West secede ro 
test and proclaimed itself the 
Conch Republic. While out- 


side of West Memphis, Ar- 
kansas, on Interstate 40, in 
one May day, police made 
215 arrests and cleaned up 
825,000 in fines stopping cars 
at their discretion. ACLU 
was considering suing for fail- 
ure toexercise probable cause. 
In Knoxville, Tennessee, and 
elsewhere, reports are com- 
ing in about random road- 
blocks that threaten to over- 
step even theextended bound- 
aries the high court gave law 
enforcement. 
Situated at theend of atwo- 
lane road, 120 miles from 
ami, Key West is dependent 


on weekend automobile visi- 
tors for its off-season tour- 
ism. The Border Patrol, creat- 
ing a 19-mile-long traffic jam 
with its checkpoint, was far 
from a tourist draw. 

Key West mayor Dennis 
Wardlow took decisive and 
imaginative action. On April 
23, he declared the town the 
new Conch Republic and un- 
furled the flag: a pink conch 
shell against a bright yellow 
sun and deep blue field of 
stars. T-shirts sold like the 
revolution was on. 

The Border Patrol got the 
joke, even if the 36 illegal 
aliens and two Americans 
with 100 pounds of pot who 
were nabbed didn't. The feds 
promised no more traffic 
jams. The roadblocks, how- 
‘ever, persist to this day, Bor: 
ping up at random, one hour 
ata time. According to a Bor- 
der Patrol spokesperson, t 
checkpoints continue on ‘‘a 
discretionary basis.” For the 
Supreme Court, as well as for 
the feds, “Trust us” seers to 
be the byword. 
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NINE OUNCES EQUALS 20 YEARS 
EES aa TSI 


VA. GOV. DENIES PARDON TO DAVIS 


IMOND, VIRGINIA 


1s GENEROSITY 7 

y blunt political 
realities, Gov. Charles Robb 
denied a full pardon for a Vir- 
ginia man sentenced to 40 
years for possession and sale 
of less than nine ounces of 
marijuana. Instead, the gov 
soothed his conscience by 
halving the sentence for Rog- 
er Trenton Davis to 20 years 
in prison. 

Davis had been forced to 
appeal to the governor's mer- 
cy after the Supreme Courtin 
January upheld the original 


40-year sentence handed 
down by a state judge for the 
1973 felony conviction. (See 
“Highwitness News,” May 
82.) Two lower courts had 
ruled the conviction “cruel 
and unusual punishment,” a 
violation of the Eighth 
Amendment, and had set Da- 
vis free after he'd already 
served four years in jail. Now 
that the Supremes and Gov- 
ernor Robb have had their 
say, Davis, 34, is back in pris- 
on and won't be eligible for 


| parole until July 1984. 


The maximum sentence 
Davis was handed isthesame 


GAO BLASTS 
FBI-DEA 
TASK FORCE 
BREAKUP 


continued from p.21, col. 
intentionally selected un- 
approachable Mafia boss- 
es as tarets: in a premed- 
itated (and successful) effort 
to sabotage the whole pro- 
gram. However, the FBI 
agents themselves turned 
out to have curious investi- 
gative techniques for drug 
enforcement, accordin, 

to the DEA. in good old- | 
fashioned crime-busting | 
style, the G-men hauled | 
in lower-level mafiosi and 
grilled them closely about 
their bosses. The bosses, | 
some of whom had been un: | 
der narco surveillance for 30 
years, inevitably learned that 
the heat was on and became 
cleaner than ever before. 


After six months of this futile 
approach, all the task force 
supervisors were reshuffled, 
and a few non-Mafia targets 
designated. Within another 
six months, at the beginning 


0f 1978, the FBI guyshad put 
away their pocket comput- 
ers and were using snitch- 
es to set up buy busts, just 
like DEA agents. “Because 
no financially oriented cases 
were developed by either the 
New York or Chicago task 
forces,” notes the GAO, “a 
piilosophy of ‘getting some 

iy for something’ eventu- 
ally evolved.” In other words, 
the project turned into rou- 
tine, run-of-the-mill, narco 
work. 

By late 1978, anin-houseas- 
sessment by Justice Depart- 
ment lawyers concluded the 
linkup project was “doomed,” 
and recommended it be dis- 
banded. Finally, six months 
later, the New York and Chi- 
cago task forces, which had 
returned only 17 indictments 
between them, folded up. The 
Los Angeles outfit carried on 
informally, though, having 
pulled in 33 indictments, and 
confiscated dope ultimate- 
ly totalling $6.4 million, due 
largely to their greater flexi- 
bility at choosing reachable 
targets. 

Currently, after the Rea- 

an shotgun wedding, the 

‘Bland DEA are collaborat- 
ing on 125 dope cases around 
the country. Their prime area 
of incompatibility, as the 
GAOseesit, springs fromthe 
DEA's policy of challeing up 
as many busts as possible as 


soon as cases can be made 
against individual dope mov- 
ers. This, says the GAO, pro- 
vides a “disincentive” for go- 
ing after truly high-level nar- 
coties traffickers and their 
bank accounts, since a finan- 
cial investigation involves 
prolonged infiltration of drug 
syndicates to amass all the 
physical evidence and to as- 
semble grounds for subpoe- 
naing financial records—af- 
ter the busts. 

If the criticism leveled at 
the agencies in this 1982 GAO 
report are taken into account 
by the DEA’s new FBI boss- 
es, considerable changes can 
be expected in federal narcot- 
ics investigations. The FBI 
is very proud of its latest 
string of long-term entrap- 
ment stings like ABSCAM, 
the report notes. Though the 
GAO reserves judgment. on 
the effectiveness of such tac- 
tics, don’t be surprised to 
hear of federal narcs setting 
up bogus dope-moving syndi- 
cates of their own, hookin, 
up lots of motel rooms wit! 
videotape cameras in 
ABSCAM-style replay. Then 
a few years from now, the 
GAO will be able to issue still 
another report tallying all the 
top-level narcotics traffickers 
with La Cosa Nostra affilia- 
tions which this ploy snags in, 
not showing too much tongue 
in cheek, of course. HT 


inia, The average na- 
tional sentence for selling less 
than a pound of pot runs 
around three and a half 
years. And, according to at- 
torney Rick Ford, state co- 
ordinator for NORML, the 
same crime today in Virginia 
would be punished by proba- 
tion or a few months’ impris- 
onment at most. 


‘Marijuan: 
Miscegenatio 


Why was there such a differ 
ence in sentencing Davis? 
Many observers agreed with 
Anthony Lewis, the New 
York Times columnist, who 
wrote after the Supremes’ 
ruling: “He [Mr. Davis] was 
from the little town of Wythe- 
ville, and some people 
thought the sentence had 
something todo with the fact, 
not popular in Wytheville— 
that Mr. Davis was a black 
man married to a white wo- 
man.” State NAACP director 
Jack Graveley is more blunt: 
“He was out to be gotten by 
the political and social estab- 
lishment out there and they 
got him. 

If Davis had only flouted 
the racial taboos, he might 
not have attracted so much 
attention, But he caused the 
sons and daughters of the 
townsfolk to question the 
moral straitjacket around 
their prejudices—about 
blacks and about drugs. His 
crime was that he wasn't 
quiet about it. Im a letter to 

n-governor Mills Godwin 
asking a pardon, Wythe 
County drug counselor Nan- 
cy Davis (no relation) wrote, 
“Roger Davis became a kind 
of local legend—a black hip- 
pie leader with the charm of a 
Pied Piper.” 

Eight years|ater, Governor 
Robb’s refusal to grant a par- 
don shouldn't come as such a 
surprise. The Virginia sena- 
torialelections arecomingup, 
after all, and how would it 
have looked if the state’slead- 
ing Democrat had set free a 
“black Pied Piper"? 
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HIGHWITNESS NEWS 


HEADSHOP ROUNDUP 


PARAPHERNALIA LAWS CLASH 


HEARTLAND, 


USA 


N THE SIX MONTHS SINCE 
the Supreme Court restrict- 
ed socalled drug parapher- 
nalia, related laws and en- 
forcement are in more of a 
confused mess than ever be- 
fore. Some subsequent devel- 
opments have been encourag- 
ing to users and sellers of par- 
aphernalia; most have not. 

By upholding the ordi- 
nance of Hoffman Estates, Il- 
linois, the Court only permit 
ted the village toliconse head- 
shops and to ban parapher- 
nalia sales to minors. Varia- 
tions on the DEA’s Model 
Paraphernalia Act were left 
for other courts to determine. 
‘Toarguments that theselaws 
ought to be declared uncon- 
stitutional before being en- 
forced, the Court adopted a 
wait-and-see attitude. 

True to predictions, the 
whip has come down mainly 
at law enforcement’s whim. 
“What you have is police offi- 
cereowaggoring inlike Wyatt 
Earp and telling owners what 
they can sell and what they 
can't,” says Robert Vaughn 
of the American Businesses 
for Constitutional Rights, a 
paraphernalia advocacy asso- 
ciation. Fourteen states still 
hold out against restricting 
peraphemulia, according to 

aughn. But in those cities 
and states with headshop 
laws, selective enforcement 
has become a clear and pres- 


ent a 
The foliowing roundup 


should give some idea of the 
confusion: 


In a piece of good news for 
headahope, the firet-circult 
court has interpreted the 
New Hampshire statute so 
narrowly as to be virtually 
unenforceable. The court, 
whichcovers New Hampshire, 
Massachusetts, Maine and 
Puerto Rico, requires that the 
state prove the seller “knows” 
the buyer is going to use 
equipment with drugs. Prov- 
ing the seller “reasonably 
should know” was insuffi- 
cient, said the court. Even 
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eg the late May decision 
upheld the Nashua city ordi- 
nance and the state's statute 
against the New England Ac- 
cessories Association and 
others, defense attorney Jim 
Smith counted the strict in- 
terpretation as a victory for 
paraphernalia purveyors. 
“The only way this law could 
be enforced,” according to 
Vaughn, “is if an undercover 
agent comes in asking, ‘Hey, 
Ineed a dope pipe,’ and some 
fool says, ‘Here itis." 


Meanwhile, the 11th-circuit 
court, governing the South- 
east states, ruled against 
Florida Businessmen for Free 
Enterprise and upheld the 
use of the “reasonably should 
know” standard in the city of 
Hollywood's ordinance and 
Florida's state law. By ab- 
solving the injunction 
against enforcement, the po- 
lice are lft wide open to bust 
anyone for possession of par- 
aphernalis asamiademeanor, 
and selling it as a felony. At 
least one victim, Student 
Laboratory Supply in Fort 
Lauderdale, has been nipped, 
and a lawman openly admit: 
ted tothe press there that the 
arrest was a case of selective 
enforcement. The proprietor 
of a nearby electronics store 
wryly noted that he was sell- 
ing a lot more alligator clips 
since the law took effect. 


The state of lowaisa hoppi 
place for headshop percccs. 
tion, even if the courts muzzle 
the police there as they did in 
one instance. in Dubuque, 
David Nowack of Asteroid 
Record Shop was acquitted of 
selling a Power Hitter on the 
basis that it wasnot drug par- 
aphernalia. After a two-day 
televised trial, the jury deliv- 
ered its verdict in two hours. 
According to defense attor- 
ney Judd Golden, during the 
bust of August 1981 the po- 
lice “snatched everythin; 
with a marijuana leaf on it 
‘The DubuqueCounty district 
court magistrate agreed, and 
condemned the zealous offi- 


cers’ search as being overly 
broad. 

More recently, timing a 
bust with a little Indepen- 
dence Day fervor, lowa drug 
agents confiscated 3,000 cop- 
ies of HIGH TIMEs(from issue 
number one onward) and so- 
called look-alikes from Little 
Pleasures in Mason City. Five 
days after a bill went into ef- 
fect banning imitation con- 
trolled substances and mate- 
rial advertising them, an un- 
dercover agent bought two 
copies of HIGH TIMES from 
store owner Jim Donar and 
later returned with a warrant 
for the look-alikes. According 


to attorney Golden, who lo! 
bied against the law, it is 
drawn so broadly that “No- 
Doz in little white bags be- 
‘comes illegal.” 


In Putnam County in upstate 
New York, Parents Peer Pres- 
sure forced the local council to 
require adults to sign their 
names and addresses when 
they buy rolling papers. The 
records would be open for po- 
Hee inspection and violators 
could face a year inprison and 
a $1,000 fine. The proposed 
measure was attached to the 
county's new prohibition 
against selling parapherna- 
lia. Against the county attor- 
ney’sopinion, the council also 
adopted a resolution to pres- 
sure merchants to remove 
HIGHT mesfrom their racks. 


County attorney Thomas 
Costello cautioned the grou 
that such a ban might well 
violate the First Amendment 
guarantees for a free press. 
Even one of the county's 
own legislators recognized 
the proposed law's incipient. 
Nazism. Kevin Wright 
termed it “the most repug- 
nant kind of legislation there 
is. 
Yet the Putnam County 
law may’ve already runintoa 
brick wall. State supreme 
court justice Theodore Dach- 
enhausen says he may hold a 
trial to determine if a similar 
paraphernalia law passed in 
estchester County is con- 
stitutional. Although the 
U.S. Supreme Court failed to 
reverse the convictions of two 
shop owners, Justice Dachen- 
hausen says the pair's second 
suit merits another trial. 


Looney Tunes owner Jeff 
Gardner, in Westerly, Rhode 
Island, says he called state 
drug authorities to ask how 
he could comply with the 
May headshop law. For his 
pains, the next day he was ar- 
rested and charged with two 
felonies—advertising para- 
phernalia and selling it. 
Agents cleared out every- 
thing they thought question- 
able, including two copies of 
HIGHTIMESandacopy of Le- 
gal Assistance for High Soci- 
ety ina storeroom. HT 
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NEED GAS ? 


Nitrous Oxide. N20. for 
your Whip Cream Machine 
BOXES OF 10 CAPSULES $4.25 
PER BOX. ADD 75¢ P&H PER BOX 
‘Order of 5 boxes or more at $3.75 
‘Add 75¢ P&H per box. 
Inftator Deluxe, also available (@ £7.00. 
‘Add $.75P & 4. 
Orders to be shipped promptly 
trom CREATIVE ITEMS 
COMPANY 
P.0. Box 34 


Wholesale inquiries invites. 


TMIS ITEM 1S INTENDED FOR USE OMLY TO 
‘MAKE WHIP CREAM 
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HASH MARKET SOARS 
ON WINGS OF WAR 


by Bud Bogart 


‘The price of Lebanese hash has bottomed 
out so low in the U.S, market that it is 
being traded—even up—for pounds of 
commercial Colombian weed. That makes 
hash worth around $350 a pound—not 
bad, considering just a year ago it was a 
thousand a pound and more in most mar- 
kets. Hashheads have the Mideast war to 
thank for the price drop. 

As pointed out in this publication, and 
later in numerous others, the Lebanese 
hash connection is directly dependent 
upon who controls what in war-torn Leba- 


non. For several years now the Christian/ 
Phalangist forces have controlled the rich 
pot-growing regions. These forces, vastly 
outnumbered by the Moslem/Syrian/PLO- 
axis mustered against them, exist in large 

art due to the efforts of the U.S. and 

israel. Among the help extended is guar- 
anteed clear sailing for smugglers com- 
ing into the U.S. loaded with Leb hash, 


| smugglers who are essentially part of the 


Christian army, or at least part of the indi- 
genous financial structure. Onward 
Christian soldiers! 
C'est la fucking vie... .as the disgruntled 
French sometimes put it. If you think 
doing volunteer work for this magazine 
isn't risky, consider the hapless fellow 
from Saugerties, New York, a small Cat- 
skill burg noted for its pizza and bikers. 
One resident, having raised several 
‘and for a business venture, decided one 
nken afternoon with a few friends to 


| record this small fortune for posterity, 


anda few laughs, ‘So he placed the cash on 
top of a stack of newspapers to give the 
appearance of a suitcase full of hundred- 
dollar bills. Next to it they poured a half 
sack of flour, arranged a few lines on a 
mirror and photographed the would-be 
businessman about to snort up an illegal- 
looking line. 

It was the classic shot of the success- 
ful coke venture, rare as that happens, 
and would have made a singularly eye- 
catching addition to Hic Times mail- 
in photos. Unfortunately the pharmacist 
who arrai film processing took one 
look at the batch and called the fuzz. Inan 
all-too-typical Tense they burst into 
the flour-sniffer's home with guns drawn, 
ransacked the house and found a couple 


grams of weed. The wrong-headed bust 
stuck, of course. 

Non-sinse...as the name-makers have 
dubbed the oft-seen Mexican sinsemilla 
that has a few seeds in it. How can it 
be sinsemilla with sinses in it, you ask? 
Good question. 

In the pot-growing regions of Mexi- 
co, mostly along the mountainous coast, 
there is little protection from rogue pollen 
wafting in on mountain winds. Even if a 
diligent grower pulls all the male plants 
from his patch, soon he will awake to find 
his virgin brides defiled, their little limbs 
bulging with seed pods. 

alifornians have life easier, For grow- 
ers there the biggest threat from wind- 
borne alien pollen is many thousands of 
miles away, in Thailand, not counting the 
minuscule number of domesticated male 
plants in Hawaii. 

‘Thus is explained the perfectly seed- 

less California sinse that is considered 
the standard of the genre, and the some- 
what tainted but still sinse-grade Mex- 
ican varieties. 
A star is born: Newest in designer acid is 
Star of David acid, a red, six-sided star 
with a tiny hole through the middle. Hits 
look remarkably like the plastic beads 
used in necklaces, and speculation is ram- 
pant that they made their rounds in this 
novel manner to avoid detection. Ah, but 
what happens if you wear it and perspira- 
tion dissolves a few hundred hits on your 
skin? You'll see Moses. 
Paper tigers: It's been some years since 
the heyday of pot journalism. In the sum- 
mer of 1976, there were at least seven pot- 
oriented magazines on the market—Head, 
Hicu Times, Dealer, Homegrown, Na- 
tional Weed, Flash and another whose 
name slips our research department at 
the moment—and a few on the drawing 
boards, not to mention a West German 
publication that made a few forays into 
the world of drugs, money and publish- 
ing. Others followed—High Life being the 
most successful, But by 1980, only Hick 
Times was left. 

Now comes word that a California con- 
sortium of growers and editors plans a 
magazine focusing on domestic sinsemil- 
la cultivation. Not a bad idea, since Cal 
has seen a half-dozen one-shots and even a 

it newspaper, Joint, published erratical- 
ly and filled mostly with Hicu Times 
reprints. But the new mag, whose name 
organizers and financiers want to Ler? 
hush-hush, seems a genuine effort by afi- 
cionados to be the paper of record for the 
enormous sinse-growing subculture. Also, 
say backers, ads would come not from the 
strapped paraphernalia industry, but from 
hardware and agricultural equipment 
suppliers. With luck, the first issue should 
be out in time for this year’s harvest. MT 


oS 


Se 


Mallumbisby 


‘madness 
Colombian pot 


‘Thal stick 


Compressed Thai watch forlocal 02 


Patty baal 
Nepalese fingers 
Indian hash oll 


Musbrome 
ISD’ 


Methaqualone 
Cocaine 


Imported weed 

Homegrown pot 

Morocean bas 

Lebanese hash 

Black Afghani 
eat 


y 
Pakistani hash 
Cocaine 


‘Commercial 
Colombian 

Red and 
Colom 

Sierra bude 


AUSTRALIA 
homegrown king one 
grown king one 
angarooboo oz 
ry 
tamyred eg 
offthebeats one 
io 
ate i 
Libanese ‘ 

Frankenstein 2800-3000 
crlieschoice a2 
i 
champagne of ols gm 
desert owern, 
Korean ties one 
100 
Sat nite special one 
geet 
cevenincomboy im 
country e 

CANADA 

flow oz 
rae rf 
gone lke the wind 9 
te 
alrnont ot 
monexiatent fy 
safewinseason oe 
i 
thimbleloads on 
® 
mila oe 
eedscratcher fb 
LetekGhans oe 
yourchoice one 
: too 
stondy ne 
too 


catching upto sm 
Ussandards Se 


COLOMBIA 
slow co 10-15 
‘ & 
usual strong 
pp te 
forgettable or 
ststcam 
i 
not worth the 
goodeceortmtat, 228 
sesortment fe 2500-3000 
DENMARK 
heaters sates oe 
symbol iio 


subtle typically az 


European 
quality better this oz 
year than inst allo 
transport oe 


ened Bn all 
came 
a, 
— ed 
HBB 
ECUADOR 
fee fe 
ce EE 
om cy 70-100 


Esmeraldas the worst ox 
b 

fots 
pure as the am 


‘dniven snow 
traded for blow one 


JAMAICA 
Jamaican gold color, sweetness Ib 
Sinser super tops Ib 
10018 
MEXICO 
Oaxacan to fromexpatrinte or 
Texan ® 
Mexican worth shot a 
‘inserailla we 
Acapulco old yippie % 
Guerrero gold muchos pesos, ot 
‘when around 1b 
Cocaine turkey's special gm 
PANAMA 
Sewded redhnir seedy bat primo ge 
Redsinsemilla still seedy, but ot 
stingy de stoney Ib 
Panama red rarely'red, usually oz 


SAUDI ARABIA 
fone ofthe world’s gm 
vereat hashes 6 
fingers only gm 


fresh, pressed gm 


Afghani bash grveninh lack, gm 
Lebanese red a choker im 
‘hash o 
Cocaine no ahit,thereel gm 
thing, buts 
‘Thai ticks reat one 
Philippine pot ‘Sommmercial grade or 
UpeEteowan ——legurkind of 0 
Moonabine homemade pint 


UNITED STATES 
Area Bulletins 


Tallshamsce not sohot Yombo oF 

Saronic, BeotSden She 

‘Sinn Stupefine 

cicero southside” gm 
“isco tot 

Median hme ove 

Milwaukee Bist'ghani_ ot 
Shee, primo 

Columbus wellaencd be 
“00 camps 

Lite Feny.NJ. elbowsofombo, tb 

tile Ferry. NJ.elboweof ombo, 
orsesed ctl 

Batte, Mont. claasie“brnnies"™ one 

Focreniind, pameyrediee on 

Concord: Ni” Romegrown or 
poe 


National Market 


some real cannons 
truckers special 


ib 
‘around ence again 02 


and Owxacan or 
a 
appears ot 
pears Ib 


SRSA EES, | 


TATIO 


=< 
SEK 


376-450 


760-1500 
0,000 


125-225 
10-40 


Jamaican cracleerjack 2 
‘cinwernilla ‘when around Ib 
Cemmercal = uthas gE 

a ‘evapora 

Connoisseur onthe ascent oz 
Colombian ity 

‘Thal nticks dogey ‘one 
Loose Thai short season ot 
& 


Hawaiian somerot sohot at 
Moroccan hash greenish black oe 


Ciera hash sbventoflate ge 
ib 
Lebanese hash some past om 
its prime ry 
Bleck Afghasi with goldseal of 
hash & 
Nepalese fingers dreamy and e 
Paki ash tutsand pices ge 
Pailocybin dried 2 
‘mushrooms encapsulated — Ib 
Peyote tough tocome 9 
‘byright now Ib 
isp opie blots one 
100 
Cocaine king of the em 
fone Hiner g 
Methaqualone some real one 
blldesers 100 
Crosses and erratic 100 
‘nck beauts 
Meth erystally, potent gm 125 
‘amphetamine 
Alaska 
Commercial dry & harsh oe 
Colombian & 
Domestic alarmingly Mon 
‘vineerilla poteat o 
Mexican weed mostavalable 
Bigradehere; or 
Ri there & 
fois of lumber one 
iy 
Lebanese hash big mover = 
Cocaine rollof thedice gm 
isp G.L fav ne 
100 
Methaqualone bootkiclera one 
00 
Hawaii 
Puna buds victim of ez 225-275 
‘inflation 1S 2200-2750 
Kona gold bananasize buds oz 225-275 
2000-2800 
Mauna Loa short supply 280-300 
i 3200-3000 
frowerstash or 
grede:other Ib 
Braces less 
isp. fresh from the lab one 
Mushrooms for cheap 
Cocaine nota big mover gm 
Amphetamines speedy rele! ne 


elcomes anonymous reports, but 
please be specific about the area, type, quantity and 
‘quality of dope referred to. If you are aware of other 
prices or have other relevant information or sugges- 
tions, please send them in. The THMQ is intended 
solely for comparative purposes and in no way is 
meant as an inducement to illegal activity, or as an 
endorsement of dope usage or trafficking, or asanen- 
dorsement of any particular dope. 
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Marijuana, smoked in cigarettes 
(joints), pipes, chillums, bongs, 
etc., or eaten in anything from 
brownies to spaghetti sauce, is re- 
ported to be acorrupter of youth. It 
is said to-remain in brain cells and 
other fatty tissues for long periods 
‘of time and cause permanent dam- 
age, including brain lesions, chro- 
mosome damage, memory loss 
and cellular deterioration. In the 
lungsitisreportedly 20 times more 
carcinogenic than cigarette smoke. 
Itis said to be the most ubiquitous 
‘of illegal substances, being read: 
ly available on college campus- 
‘es, high-, middle- and grammar 
schools, factories and other work 
places. It reportedly causes young 
people to lose interest in life. Its 
use can supposedly lead to heroin 
abuse. Marijuana is also reported 
tobe totally harmless and to cause 
no problems whatsoever. 


NATURE AND USE 
‘Cannabis (indica or sativa) has 
been used medicinally and recre- 
ationally for over 2,000 years. As 
hemp, it is cultivated for making 
rope. Like wine, marijuana has dif- 
fering potencies and is grown in 
most parts of the world. Until re- 
cently, American strains were con- 
sidered inferior to the highly po- 
tent marijuana of Nepal, Tibet. 
Afghanistan and Thailand. In the 
past decade, however, much co- 
vert technology has been applied 
to American sinsemilla. It may 
now be the equal of many indica 
strains. Cannabis enjoys a world 
‘wide folklore, as evidenced by its 
variety of names. More research 
has been done on marijuana than 
‘on any other psychoacti 

‘stance with the exception of alco- 
holand tobacco. Findings are often 
contradictory, however, and many 
aspects of marijuana, including 
its long-term effects, remain enig. 
matic. 

Cannabis can be smoked or eat 
en. An active ingredient, delta-9 
tetrahydrocannabinol, has been 
synthesized and is being tested in 
pill form for medical use. When 
smoked, the onset of effects is 
very rapidand usually lasts several 
hours. The effects of marijuana 
range from euphoria to dysphoria, 
depending on potency, setting, ori 
entation and state of mind 
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HAZARDS 
AND LIABILITIES, 

A committee of the Institute of, 
‘Medicine recently concluded: “The 


MARIJUANA 


ALSO KNOWN AS: 
POT, DOPE, GANJA, GANGE, HEMP, WEED, 
CANNABIS SATIVA, CANNABIS INDICA, 
DAGGA, SINSEMILLA, CHARAS. 
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Medical advice by David Smith, M.D. 
Written by 
David Smith and Rick Seymour 


‘The authors do not advocate the 
use of any psychoactive substances. 


scientific evidence published to 
date indicates that marijuana hasa 
broad range of psychological and 
biological effects, some of which, 
at least under certain conditions, 
are harmful to human health. Un- 
fortunately, the available informa- 
tion does not tell us how serious 
these risks may be."! Daily heavy 
inhalation of marijuana smoke, 
which contains tars and other sub: 
stances similar to those found in 
tobacco, can produce bronchial ir- 
ritation and may lead to long-term 
pulmonary damage.? There is no 
hard evidence, however, for the 
hypothesis that marijuana is 20 
times more carcinogenic than to- 
bacco. Excessive marijuana use by 
very youngpeople may have some 
responsibility for a decreased de. 
sire to work or compete, but these 
problems involve about 3 percent 
of marijuana users. We view the 
compulsiveand chronic use of mar- 
ijvana, likechronicalcoholuse, es 
pecially by the very young, as 
counterproductive and unhealthy, 
both to the culture and to the in 
dividual 

‘There is still very much specula. 
tion and controversy over marijua 
na’s effects on the nervous system 
and behavior; the cardiovascu: 
lar and respiratory systems; the 
respiratory system and chromo- 
somes; and the immune system.! 
For years, the polarizing emotion: 
alism of promarijuana and anti 
‘marijuana forces have clouded the 


judgment of both factions. The for- 
‘mer have hypothesized claims on 
the basis of inadequate and often 
contradictory data while the latter 
often attempt to ignore even the 
clinically verifiable dangers. [The 
authors are currently completing 
an extensive marijuana study that 
will discuss these differences on 
an item-by-item basis—to be pub- 
lished in the Journal of Psychoactive 
Drugs, San Francisco.) 

Despite the differences over 
long-term effects, there is more 
agreement on the short-term, or 
acute, problems. These occur 
while the active ingredients are 
cither still in the metabolism or 
shortly thereafter, and can include 
nausea, anxiety, paranoia and dis- 
orientation. There are also a vari 
ety of minor symptomsnot normal- 
ly considered adverse reactions, 
including reddening of the eyes, 
dryness of the mouth, sudden hun: 
ger, and sedation. The reaction to 
these ranges from annoyance to 
welcome indications that one is 
high. Among some of the more un. 
pleasant consequences are disori- 
entation, confused states, short 
term memory loss and a variety of 
perceptual moods and conceptual 
alterations. This is especially the 
case if these effects produce con- 
cern or fear rather than the emo- 
tional state desired. Anxiety reac 
tions and paranoid toxic psychosis 
may be serious enough to lead the 
user to seek professional help. 


Thereare some clear dangers in: 
volved in marijuana use. The drug 
additive effect, for example, espe 
cially between marijuanaand alco- 
hol, can render one dysfunctional 
and physically ill. Overindulgence 
in marijuana can cause nausea, diz- 
ziness and unpleasant "drugged" 
feelings, similar to being drunk 
and sick on alcohol. The evidence 
isclear that one should not drive or 
run any kind of machinery while 
high on marijuana. 

One possible danger comes not 
from marijuana itself but from at- 
temptsat stopping its use. Marijua- 
na sprayed with paraquat, a weed 
killer, could cause progressive lung 
damage leading to death if smoked 
intensely fora period of years.! Al- 
though the paraquat spraying pro- 
gram on Mexican marijuana crops 
was stopped by the U.S. Congress 
in 1978, some states, particularly 
Florida and Georgia, may init 
ate widespread paraquat spraying 
soon. However, there is still no 
clear evidence of how much, if 
any, paraquat-contamninated mari- 
juana ever reached the consumer 
from the Mexican spraying + 


FIRST-AID PLUS 

Panic reactions are usually short 
term and can be easily managed 
with reassurance. Advanced para- 
noid reactions can be controlled 
by standard LSD talk-down tech: 
niques, but in extreme cases, hos. 
pitalization and medication may 
benecessary. Compulsive use may 
be stopped through total support: 
ed abstinence on the order of Al 
coholics Anonymous programs. 
Long-term problems or situations 
where marijuana is being used to 
self-medicate underlying psycho- 
logical problems call for appropri 
ate counseling by health profes- 
sionals. All currently recognized 
adverse effects are fully reversible 
through abstinence. 
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Surely we don't have to tell you about Gins- 
berg. The labels roll facilely off the tongue: 
elder statesman of the beats, poet of our gener- 
ation, radical activist, gnostic Jewish Buddhist, 
spokesman for the counterculture. Everyone 


Interview: 


knows his friends (Burroughs, Kerouac, Orlov- 
sky, Dylan, Kesey, Cassady, Leary Hoffman) 
‘and almost everyone kenows his work {“Howl," 
“Kaddish,’ Planet News, The Fall of Amer- 
ica and “Plutonium Ode"). 

‘More than anyone we can think of, Ginsberg 


prised I was able to get up and belt out a 
song. They're all good musicians—Mick 
Jones particularly—and they're very sensi- 
tive and very literate underneath all the al- 
bum-cover roughneck appearance. I don't 
know any other band that would, in the 
middle of a big heavy concert, be willing to 
risk going on with a big middle-age goose 
like me who might or might not be able to 
sing in tune for all they know. 

HiGH Times: It must have been a different 
experience than doing a reading. 
GINSBERG: There's three thousand people 
in there. But the real challenge is to be so 
clear and so definite and so courageous and 


all the lit matches. The emotion of wanting 
a community and a democracy, the emo- 
tion of wanting an end to injustice, the 
emotion of wanting breakthrough into the 
future, The emotion of hope and the emo- 
tion of a shared consciousness of the tran- 
scendence of the political blackout and the 
social blackout and the sexual blackout and 
the dope-consciousness blackout. It's the 
emotional triumph over the police state. 
Every time they light the matches or lift 
their hands that's what it is—triumph over 
the oncoming police state. 

As it was used historically, we could take 
the blues back to African village ceremony 


ALLEN GINSBERG 


rode the waves of exploration and dissent in the 
“50s and 60s and emerged with his psyche and 
credibility unscathed, ready for the ‘80s. Re- 
cently, he’s recorded with the Clash (on their 
latest LP Combat Rock) and Dylan (for Al- 
ents first rock album, due soon on Hartmond/ 
CBS) and was the impetus behind a counter- 
cultural conclave at Naropa Institute in Boul- 
der, Colorado, the occasion being the 25th an- 
niversary of Kerouac’ On the Road. We 
caught up with the accessible bard on a hot 
summer day on New York's Lower East Side, 
where he’ lived on and off for two decades now. 


HIGH Times: How did you wind up rewrit- 
ing Clash lyrics on their new album? 
GinsBERG: They asked for them. Strummer 
handed me the lyrics and said, “You're the 
greatest poet in America, can you improve 
this?” Look at the words to “Ghetto Defen- 
dant.” Two lines ended in “city.” That's no 
good. So I changed it to “iron pity.” Walk in 
iron pity. Then he said it's “heroin pity.’ So 
it was just up-leveling very slightly the little 
blanks in their imagery to make it a little 
more surrealist. 
HiGH Times: How'd you meet the Clash? 
GinsBeR: Their sound man brought me 
backstage at Bond's in New York, I had lis- 
tened to their music so I was familiar with 
them. And when I walked in Strummer 
said, "Ah, Ginsberg, when are you running 
for president?" So I said, "I can't. My guru 
said I'd wind up in Vajra hell if I did.” Then 
Strummer said he had a guy that was going 
on giving lectures about El Salvador and the 
people in the audience were throwing to- 
matoesat him and he asked me if hada po- 


so authoritative to lay down the story in 
front of three thousand screaming new- 
wave heads that they actually listen to it be- 
cause it makes sense. 

HIGH Times: Did you have a sense of the 
power, in a Hitlerian sense? 

GINSBERG: Absolutely. If the power is 
grounded, it's unlimited. By grounded, I 
mean if there's some common sense toit, if 
it has some basis. If it has no basis then it's 
sheer power and that could likely go any- 
where and hit anywhere. 

HiGH Tims: Like Altamont? 

GiNsBERG: Well, yeah, But I wouldn't be 
surprised if underneath the Altamont trag- 


drumming and dancing and chanting. It 
was sacred communal communication, 
HIGH Times: How do you reconcile your 
interest in poetry and in today’s rock? 
GINSBERG: I get the same thrill. I get it to 
the point of weeping, listening to Lead- 
belly’s "Jim Crow Blues,” one of the rare 
things that's total politics, total blues. Or 
Skip James, Or Dylan's “Idiot Wind’—that 
makes my hair raise on my scalp. But I get 
that from Hart Crane's "Atlantis" and Shel- 
ley's "Ode to the West Wind." Those are the 
great rock ‘n’ roll numbers of poetry, the 
inspired. The inspired means you takea big 
breath; great exhalations of spirit in poetry. 


The Beat Bard 


edy there was some secret direction, that 
the government was in there somewhere. 
HicH Times: But in terms of Jagger— 
GinspERG: He wasn't well grounded. As 
soon as he saw what he was into, having 
‘command of mantra or command of vocali- 
zation of a cerlain kind of calming, he could 
have cooled the whole scene out by mass 
chanting. 

HIGH TIMES: What do you think of rock ‘n’ 
roll? 

GinsBERG: Basically blues, and that's ba- 
sically Afro-American philosophy singing, 
which is to say lamentations of the suffer 
ings of existence and lamentations over hu- 
man injustice and complaint. 

HIGH Times: What about the energy and 


It all boils down to one simple thing, one 
common rhythm, which is why you could 
take "Love in Vain" from Robert Johnson 
and then transform it electronically into gi- 
gantic form with the Rolling Stones, but itis 
basically just that one body rhythm which 
is universal, the one rhythm common in 
music and in poetry. 

HiGn Times: Speaking of Shelley—he said 
the poets are the unacknowledged legisla- 
tors of the world. 

GINSBERG: They are because they expand 
the actual breath so they make people real- 
ize that they are in their bodies in space. 
‘The effect of their yerse is to make people 
realize they are awake in the bodies breath- 
ing in infinite space. Spirit awakened in 


By Larry Sloman & George Barkin 


em. I told him I had a rhyme poem with 
chord changes and that I knew how to sing 
a little. So Strummer and Mick Jones ran 
over it and they brought me out at the be- 
ginning of their encore set and introduced 
me as President Allen Ginsberg. It was 
pretty successful. I think they were sur- 


force of rock? 

GinsBERG: What it seems to me is every- 
body picking up telepathically on the social 
communication of a common shared emo- 
tion of suffering and wanting it to go be- 
yond the suffering into some kind of social 
triumph together, like all the raised fists and 


space; in space meaning in the recognition 
of consciousness, the infinite, the openness 
of space, literally the looking outside the 
window over New York, on the clouds of 
the planet, here we are in the universe 
right now. Endless space woken up. Wak- 
ened mind, wakened spirit, wakened space, 


Portions of this interview have previously appeared in Reefer Madness: The Social History of Marijuana in America by Larry Sloman (Bobbs- Merrill, 1980), 
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that’s the function of poetry. It's also the 
function of music partly through dance and 
partly through the breath. 

HIGH Times: Who are your favorite poets? 
GinsbeRrG: I think ultimately for meaning 
and analysis, Blake; for tears and schmaltz, 
Reznikoff; for hard common sense, Wil- 
liams; for expansive good nature, Whit- 
man; for learning and elegance, Poun 
mouthings and wit, Shakespeare; but for all- 
around personal humanity, Kerouac. He's 
the only one that combines alll the elements. 
I've been teaching him and I'm amazed 
how brilliant his prose is 
HIGH Times: Do you miss Kerouac a lot? 
GinsBERG: No, not really. He's dead. But 
his intelligence is so pervasive to me. I still 
laugh with Kerouac in the sense that I ad- 
dress a lot of my thought and my poetry to 
his intelligence, to his basic sense of lifeand 
sense of mind, and I use it as a touchstone 
because there's such a volume of his mind 
leftin his writing that it’s possible to instant- 
ly have a conversation with him or get 
some input from him by simply just picking 
up a book and finding an amazing para- 
graph. Like that one sentence in Maggie 
Cassidy where he says, “It was as sad as a 
dog act or men singing,” You have his whole 
soul there, You could apply that to almost 
anything, Sad as going out to see your moth- 
er in Paterson, Sad as giving an interview 
with HicH Times. Sad as looking out the 
window of a tenement. There's some all- 
pervading primordial wisdom in his work 
that’s contactable by recollecting a phrase. 
In that way, I miss him a lot. I wonder what 
he'd think of some of my work. Like the 
line in one of my new songs: "I'm alone in 
the sky because there's nothing to lose, 
the sun is not eternal, that's why there's 
the blues.” That's a line I pitched toward 
his mind. 

HIGH Times: So you wanna be a rock ‘n’ 
roll star, Allen? 

GinsBERG: Well, no. It's the same thing 
whether you're a poet or a guru or a rock 
star, You're locked into a role which you 
take on asa cross, in which you either bare 
as a cross of Christ and do it, as the guru 
does it or the Zen master, or you fight 
against it and commit suicide or refuse the 
responsibility. But it’s a tremendous re- 
sponsibility to be Beethoven or Dylan. 
HIGH Times: Or Ginsberg. 

GINsBERG: Ginsberg. Anybody that finally 
has an art. Because what that means is that 
you have to give your life to the art, no lon- 
ger seek your own betterment but only 
seek the benefit of others. I used to think it 
‘was romantic to be a Zen master; you get all 
this romance and power, but asit turns out, 
a Zen master means you're a slave to the 
dharma, to the teaching of Zen and to your 
students and to the organization. You liter- 
ally abandon your own life and take a new 
name and shave your head and give your- 
self to that. And it's the same thing to be a 
rock star, It’s not just a job—it’s the ultimate 
job of art-song communication if you're great 
like Dylan or Lennon. 
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Dr. Ginsberg and Mr. Strummer 


HiGH Times: Have you talked to Dylan 
about that? 

GINSBERG: No. His idea in 1978 was the 
lea of stopping time. Saying something 
that got into time, was so much in connec- 
tion with time that it stopped time. That 
was his goal. It sounded exactly like what 
he did when he was younger. Like "Sweet 
Marie,” there was something so ancient, so 
familiar about that rhythm, that tinny tram- 
pet. That mercurial, celestial sound. Get- 
ting across that sensation of presense in 
the universe, wakened presense. That's the 
ideal rock 'n’ roll star. Lennon, Dylan, may- 
be Jagger approaches it. Certainly the great 
black blues musicians do, Skip James or 
Leadbelly, Ma Rainey, Billie Holiday, Bessie 
‘Smith; they attained something of that sub- 
limity in terms of communicating their own 
inward selves and simultaneously commu- 
nicating with the inward selves of large 
masses of people. Certainly when Dylan 
gets up and sings “I'll know my song well 
before I start singing” and "It's a hard rain 
that's gonna fall,” he unites the inward 
world of subjective desire and feeling and 
prophecy, and the external world of politics 
and social appreciation. 

HiGH Times: Were you surprised by his 
embracing fundamental Christianity? 
GINsBERG: I was a little surprised when he 
embraced fundamentalism, but on the oth- 
er hand it seems to me he was looking for, 
should be looking for, the absolute. He was 
embracing an absolute there. ‘To my mind 
as a gnostic Buddhist, it was a mistaken 
absolute, but I thought it wasa healthy sign 
to be embracing an absolute, that he was 
still out there trying, fighting his ego and 
trying to get rid of his ego. In this case by 
force, which is never successful. But he 
always had an inclination to the spiritual. 1 
figured that he must have had some vision- 
ary experience of some kind. 

HIGH Times: Do you think there's any 
more of a religious fervor going on now 
than there was in the '20s? 

GINSBERG: Yes, I think there is. And Spen- 
gler refers to it as a second religiousness; 
after the culture reaches its climax, comes 
to its limits, the main techniques sort of 
turn to ashes like science turns to the atom 
bomb. There have been mechanical ration- 
al sciences reaching their limits, or people 


realizing limits. Then Spengler says cul- 
ture turns into civilization, high civiliza- 
tion, more refined, more sophisticated; but 
also the second religiousness comes on, 
where people drop out and go to monas- 
teries and drugs or whatever... art 

In 1920, 1930, nobody ever thought of the 
end of the world, Ora few thought of the lit- 
eral end of the world. Now you have seven 
hundred and fifty thousand people march- 
ing in Central Park saying, “Listen, don't 
blow up the world. Let's make the choice 
not to blow up the world.” 
HiGH Times: The image of the junkie is 
central in a lot of your writing. 
GINSBERG: I used to know a lot of junkies. 
HIGH Times: Now in the art and punk 
scene it's almost chic to take heroin. 
Grnspere: I hope I didn't encourage it. 
That's a big drag and they'll cut their career 
short unless they've got the stick-to-it-ness 
of Burroughs or Huncke, and that's only 
two people out of six million. Do you think 
I glamorized it? Actually, there was one line 
that I glamorized, which I've changed, in 
"Howl." "Peace and junk and drugs,” but that 
‘was more antipolice than projunk. But her- 
oin seems to me like a big drag in every 
direction. My own life has been wrecked 
and ruined by junk and junkies, junkie 
scenes, for years, ina really bad way. Living 
with Huncke, getting all my friends’ books 
ripped off, living with Huncke again, get- 
ting busted, going to jail and winding up in 
the bug house. Having to deal with Bur- 
roughs during the junk years. 
HIGH Times: Were you ever shooting junk 
regularly? 
GinspERG: No, I shota lot of junk in my day 
but I started shooting junk at the same time 
Burroughs did—so it was prehistoric. And I 
watched him develop a habit, and I saw 
that it was a mechanical matter: If you 
shoot twice in a row, week after week, you 
will wind up with a habit, so you can't take 
junk more than once a week or once every 
two weeks. I did that for many years. I was 
in India, smoking opium once or twice a 
week with access to it every day. And after 
awhile I tapered off, I couldn't stand it. And 
the reason was that I had a lot of other 
things I wanted to do that required energy, 
alertness and not being on the nod. I ain't 
got time to goof around. Frankly, I think, 
except for scientific personal researches, 
junk, speed and coke are all equally a drag, 
and I don't drink cither; I don't like alcohol. 
HiGHTIMEs: What do you think of the mid- 
dle-class coke phenomenon? 
GINSBERG: It's the crassest, materialis- 
tic, power-seeking, snow-blind desire for 
thrills, and it’s a baseless thrill, it's an un- 
grounded thrill. We got a police state com- 
ing with the guys like Podhoretz and Haig 
and Midge Decter and the Moral Majority. 
Whether they know it or not, they're build- 
ing a police state and the military is building 
up for a little apocalypse with the bombs, 
and ten thousand people were killed in Leb- 
anon so far. So there's too much suffering in 
the world for a few to be amusing them- 


selves with silly kicks like coke or knocking 
themselves out of action with junk and 
becoming another problem to everyone 
else. Cokeheads and junkheads are prob- 
lems, just like the Palestinian refugees: 
somebody else you've got to worry about 
and take care of and figure out where you're 
going to put them. As for dope, I still toke 
quite a bit of marijuana whenever I have an 
idle moment. That's still very pleasant, but 
I find it's more pleasant if I don’t smoke as 
much, maybe a couple times a week. 
HIGH Tings: Do you smoke sinsemilla? 
inser: I don’t know the difference af- 
terall these years and I don't care. Nobody's 
ever given me anything called sinsemilla 
and said "Try it out.” I can't tell. 

HIGH Times: What was your reaction the 
first time you smoked grass? 

GINSBERG: The first time I got high, not the 
first time I smoked, but the first time I ap- 
preciated it, stands out in my mind like a 
red-letter day in my life. I was with a Co- 
lumbia friend, Walter Adams, and he had 
this car, so we started driving around Broad- 
way and Ninety-first Street, and we got lost. 
We didn't know north from south from 
west, which direction was which, and all of 
a sudden we were ina universe of blinking 
lights and automobiles going up and down 
the streets very slowly and traffic jams and 
people walking between the cars, cops with 
whistles, people walking dogs, and res- 
taurants and strange-looking streets in the 
middle of this giant megalopolis. I forgot it 
was New York. I was in the middle of the 
universe, with all this activity going on like 
in some kind of vast robot city inhabited by 
human beings also. 

‘So we finally got the car turned in the 
right direction, finally figured where Broad- 
way was. A block from my house and I 
couldn't figure out which direction to go. I 
got a little scared, wondering if this was 
what it did to your sense of time and space. 
‘So we finally put the car away, and we went 
into a corner restaurant and sat down at a 
round table in a brightly lighted old-fash- 
ioned ice cream parlor. It was old-fashioned, 
but modern style with Formica tables. I sat 
down and ordered a black and white sun- 
dae, and this great plate came up. A huge, 
round, beautiful, creamy, white ice cream 
and this giant dishful, this great mound of 
snowlike ice cream, but absolutely sweet 
and pure and clean and bright, and some 
thick, great-tasting, hot—almost steaming— 
chocolate syrup on top of it which, when 
touching the cold ice cream, formed a kind 
cof hard chewy candy. And I remember put- 
ting a spoon into it and putting it into my 
mouth and saying what an amazing taste it 
had. I had never really appreciated what an 
outstanding invention a black and white ice 
cream sundae was—and how cheap it was, 
too! How giant and filling it was, but also 
what an amazing contrast of hot chocolate 
and moist, cool ice cream, and I was really 
fascinated by the whole ice cream culture. 

‘Then halfway through I realized the 
whole place was swaying back and forth, 


“My ambition was 
to get ‘Howl’ in the 
high-school textbooks 
so no kid would be 
unhip forever.” 


and the lights were dazzling. The sky was 


infinitely extensive and spacious, the plate- 
glass windows of the restaurant showed 
people walking back and forth with their 
dogs, smiling and chattering or weeping. 
‘And it was a grand moment of synchroni 
city; everything was joyful and gay, and it 
was the first and only ice cream sundae I've 
ever enjoyed in my life; everything else has 
been anticlimax. 

‘There was one month when I was first 
smoking grass once or twice a week on ele- 
gant and selected special occasions, and it 
made the whole universe swing. I was then 
studying Cézanne, and I made an arrange- 
ment to see some watercolors stored at the 
Museum of Modern Art. So! took a couple 
of sticks of grass before the show, sat down 
and smoked it in the garden. 

And when I saw the Cézannes, I dis- 
cerned his use of space, understanding his 
use of hot colors advancing and cold colors 
receding. "Eyeball kicks’ Icalledit in "Howl" 
—optical consciousness. 

So it was a beginning of the exploration 
of the senses, which actually is the first 
scratchings of the Buddhist meditation ex- 
ercises we would learn, In Buddhist medi- 
tations you sit, actually observing how the 
senses operate, and explore the wall of the 
senses: sight, smell, sound, taste, touch and 
mind. Marijuana catalyzed the same kind 
of observation without the Buddhist termi- 
nology or discipline. I began to realize "the 
eye altering altersall” that's Blake, and taste 
sensation, taste buds, gave me a sensation 
of the enormous awe of space I was in. 

Our original use was for aesthetic study, 
aesthetic perception, deepening it. I was 
somewhat disappointed later on, when the 
counterculture developed the use of grass 
for party purposes rather than for study 
purposes. I always thought that was the 
wrong direction, that grass should be used 
with mindful attentiveness, rather than just 
for kicks—that's silly. In fact, that's prob- 
ably where Kerouac and others began sepa- 
rating themselves as artists from the hippie- 
dippy movement, so to speak. That aspect 
of the hippie movement was hippie-dippy, 
you know: “Let's get high.” ‘Cause it was 
Fidiculous just to get high to do nothing, To 
get high and look at something, yes. 

HiGH Times: Beyond just study purposes, 


did smoking grass in the ‘40s change your 
political consciousness at all? 

GINsBERG: When I smoked grass I sudden- 
ly realized how amazing it was that on the 
evidence of my own senses, which I did not 
doubt, here was a very mild stimulator of 
perception that led me into all sorts of awes 
and cosmic vibrations and appreciations of 
Cézanne and Renaissance paintings and 
color and tastes. And here was this great 
government plot to suppress it and make it 
seem as if it were something diabolic, sa- 
tanic, full of hatred and fiendishness and 
madness, and so the difference between 
the official story and the personal con- 
sciousness I experienced catalyzed a com- 
plete reexamination of all my consciousness 
in every direction. 

In relation to the state, to the media, to 
teachers, high-school mythology, in rela- 
tion to patriotic mythology, government. It 
was the first time I ever had solid evidence 
in my own body that there wasa difference 
between reality as I saw it myself and real- 
ity as it was described officially by the state, 
the police and the media. And from then on 
realized that marijuana was going to bean 
enormous political catalyst, because any- 
body who got high would immediately see 
through the official hallucination that had 
been laid down and would begin question- 
ing, “What is this war?" 

‘And I think that happened in the ‘60. 
with the kids. The kids were first opened 
up, they were square, they believed in the 
war, and then they smoked some grass and 
everything was a little funny. The cops 
were after them, and they began to reexam- 
ine everything; they reexamined the war 
and reexamined capitalism, and1 think that 
was a universal experience. 

HiGH Times: What were your early experi- 
ences with psychedelics? 

GINSBERG: My first experience was with 
peyote back in 1952. There was a guy who 
was getting it from Magic Gardens in La- 
redo, Texas, and selling it by the basketful 
from his store on Second Avenue. At the 
time, I'd take some and listen to music, par- 
ticularly ecstatic music, which was mam- 
bo. And Johnny Ray. And then I sat in the 
backyard in Paterson, New Jersey, and 
looked at the space around in the sky and 
the solidity of the air. And the menstruating 
cherry tree which was in blossom and the 
family arguing in the house. 

HiGH Times: How about acid? 

GinspErG: I first took LSD in '59 in San 
Francisco under the auspices of various 
people who were CIA contractees, like the 
Stanford Institute of Mental Health, which 
had various government grants. The LSD 
experiment was curious because it was a 
bummer. I was in the hospital with white 
tile walls all around and electric wires in 
my head to take EEG responses and tubes 
coming in and out of the air and tape re- 
cordings going on. And actually, I was liter- 
ally being recorded by someone connected 
with the CIA and Army Intelligence and I 
had this uncanny feeling that Big Brother 
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High Times says “Thanks to its patented hydroponic system, the Hydropot just sits 
under its lights and pops out plants. No dirt, no manure, no sweat. . . each Hydropot is 
good for three or four husky plants, six f 
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was listening at the time and I got rather 
paranoid, because my head and my ner 

vous system was being interconnected to 
some kind of Big Brother machine. And the 
paranoia vibe of that was precisely accurate. 
HiGH Times: What happened in the ‘60s? 

GinsBERG: In the 60s so many people were 
awakened by acid, psychedelics and by 
their own sexual experiences or grass or 
politics, political absurdities of the Vietnam 
War and the Algerian War and the French/ 
Algerian War, and various different wars 
that took place in the ‘50s. And by McCar- 
thyism, and by the nuclear explosions and 
by the ecology movement and by their 
own self-awakening and by the excessively 
heavy-metal process on the planet that it 
became a mass movement which could 
have political ramifications because enough 
people were woken enough that they could 
form a political party or hold big be-ins 
And also the Marxists, who had a social 
revolutionary program, were softened up 
and psychedelisized a little bit and the entire 
Left became the new Left, which was much 
hipper than the old Stalinist Left or the CLA 
or Trotskyite anti-Stalinist Left. Then I think 
the overlay of political rage betrayed the 
original beat spiritual heart, and that's when 
Kerouac cut out of it, because he felt that 
the hippies were looking for new reasons 
for spitefulness— that was his quote. “Allen 
Ginsberg, Jerry Rubin and Abbie Hoffman 
are looking for new reasons for spitefulness 
in the protests of Chicago.” And that was 
true, as Jerry Rubin now says. Kill your 
parents was the wrong mantra. We mis- 
understood, we didn't mean it literally, kill 
the authority figure inside of you, but it was, 
ill-expressed definitely and Rubin says so. 
It offended the older folks, who didn’t need 
to be offended; they were already against 
the war, they needed to be brought into it. 

Never trust anyone over 


GrNsBERG: Yes, so there was a failure of 
imagination on the part of the youth move 
ment in imagining what further develop- 
ment would be like and a kind of apocalyp- 
tic anger and intensity, which had some 
functions but in the long run was not politi 
cally useful and not socially useful and not 
spiritually useful. So it took all through the 
70s to recover from that and to get more in- 
ternal and to meditate a little bit and deepen 
and become more spiritual again and re- 
cover that spiritual part. And I think that’s 
somewhat recovered by the '80s, the spir 
tual part which the beats offered most use- 
fully and most valuably, especially in Ker- 
ouac, which was heart. 

So, a sense of sacred heart. Oras Kerouac 
said, the hard gemlike flame, rather than 
the cool hippie. No, he said the cool hippie, 
politic manipulator, rationalist got too much 
of the dominant command in the ‘60s in 
political terms. And there was a lot of self- 
manipulation and hypocrisy. I think it per 
ished to a great extent during the ‘70s by 
self-reflection 
HiGH Times: And now 


the ‘80s? 


GinsBERG: Well, by the ‘80s I think you've 
got a large movement, where you've got 
people aware of themselves being on a 
planet, and aware of the possible death of 
the planet and aware of the oddity of them 
selves on the planet and able to assemble 
maybe a million strong in Central Park toat 
least manifest some kind of community of 
understanding and maybe by this time 
form a nonviolent and intelligent political 
movement. 
HGH Times: On the other hand you ha 
the ruling class becoming more and more 
repressive and working towards a police 
state, completely throwing out the Consti- 
tution. Take the latest Supreme Court rul 
ing on being able to search cars for drugs. 
GiNsBERG: Yes, and | think the CIA is going 
back into the business of using reporters. I 
always thought that one basic aspect of 
the beat movement was an anti-police state 
movement and antifascist movement in the 
sense of setting a standard of individual 
conduct and of literature and of art which 
was decentralized and personal rather than 
authoritarian and centralized. And that the 
great value of the beat movement was that 
we had spread so many copies of Tropic of 
Cancer and Naked Lunch throughout all the 
attics of America, that it would be impos- 
sible to impose complete thought control 
again, because you'd always have this win 
dow on the classic past, the bohemian hu: 
mor. You'd never be able to burn all the 
copies of Tropic of Cancer and Tropic of 
Capricorn and Naked Lunch and Ulysses 
and On the Road, My ambition was to get 
Howl" in the high-school textbooks and 
get a few words like fuck or cocksucker or 
fucked in the ass by sailors who screamed 
with joy, in the high-school textbooks or the 
college textbooks so that no kid would be 
unhip forever. Therefore, it’s no accident 
that now the Moral Majority in one of its 
mopping-up operations is trying to censor 
all the books in the libraries and in the 
schoolbooks. And trying to rewrite the col- 
lege textbooks. 

The Moral Majority is actually specifical- 
ly aiming at our work. There's a big report 
by the Heritage Foundation attacking me, 
Anne Waldman, Ted Berrigan, Peter Orlov 
sky particularly. We were just refused a 
grant by the National Endowment for the 
rts for Robert Frank to do a film on the 
Kerouac festival, and I would have thought 
that would have been an easy grant. So it’s 
become controversial to give money to po- 
ets who formerly were sort of considered 
perfectly all right 

And all of a sudden, you get this over. 
tone of a fascist police state here, you can't 
crack a joke anymore. You've got to be real 
serious. The beats were a literary move 
ment that documented basic American hu- 
man, humane individualistic, Thoreauvian, 
anti-police state tendencies, exhibitions, 
manifestations which, once settled perma 
nently into public consciousness, would 
make it impossible to go back to complete 

continued on page 84 
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GROWHOUSES 


SOMEWHERE IN AMERICA, AT THIS 
very moment, an erstwhile marijuana 
grower is tearing his hair, gnashing his 
teeth, putting his fist through a wall: an- 
other victim of the Great Ripoff Plague. 
Somehow, some devious person had gotten 
‘wind of the dozen or so plants in his little 
patch and preempted his long-awaited har- 
vest. He broods upon the hours of hard 
work and tender loving care he's wast- 
ed on them; he remembers how lovely 
and aromatic they were the last time he 
mooned over them; he contemplates his 
dwindling stash, wondering where next 
week's stone is coming from. Counting the 
few close friends who've been privy to his 
dlope-growing operation, he darkly contem- 
plates which one might've betrayed him. 
He gets paranoid. He worries, he mutters, 
he curses; he drinks every drop of liquor in 
the house. He yells at his kids, quarrels 
with his old lady and kicks his dog. 

His rage is futile, of course; sooner or 
later he'll sce that, And, unless he's a.com: 
plete imbecile, he'll see that there are 
‘worthwhile lessons to learn from this dev- 
astating experience: a primary lesson about 
himself and his temperamental suitability 
toarisky avocation like dope growing; and 
a secondary lesson—about the inadequacy, 
of the method he’s been using to conceal his 
clandestine crop. What these lessons ought 
to add up to is a common-sense resolution 
to either give up dope growing entirely or 
get a lot more serious about it. 

‘A growhouse, just to get the distinction 
straight, is not a greenhouse: People who 
grow in glass houses shouldn't grow dope. 
A growhouse is a structure incorporating 
no glass or transparent materials what- 
soever, fashioned of opaque or translu- 
cent materials so as to conceal its contents 
from exterior scrutiny and to protect those 
contents against unauthorized access. We 
should note here that the opaque quality of 
the growhouse does double duty, for in ad- 
dition to frustrating the eyes of the ma- 
levolently curious, it allows for the ma- 
nipulation of the “night-length sensitivity” 
mechanism that triggers the plant's flower- 


by Warren Dearden 


ing. Growing marijuana in a growhouse 
that can be conveniently blacked out for a 
couple of hours a day is the simple secret of 
growing those fabulous "90-day wonders." 
‘A growhouse is a type of structure that 
might be obtrusive in some neighborhoods 
and unobtrusive in others—depending on 
its size, its location and the material with 
which it's built. In some neighborhoods, 
such a structure might require a building 
permit; in others, the neighbors might com- 
plain or become suspicious; and then there 
are the hard-core areas in which the cops 
are going to know your business before you 
do. For many would-be growers, then, a 
growhouse of any size or shape is going to 
draw too much unwanted attention to 
make it a worthwhile alternative. 

The law is another important considera- 
tion that a would-be dope grower ought to 
take into account when contemplating the 
feasibility of a growhouse. For agrowhouse 
is, of course, just as frustrating to narcsasto 
any other ripoffs. It deprives them of the 
‘opportunity to sneak around and spy on 
growing plants, which in turn deprives 
them of their favorite “probable cause" ex- 
cuse for confiscating them (and you), and 
finally, from obtaining an easy search war- 
rant. And a growhouse substantial enough 
todeny the authorities legal entry will fore- 
stall any perjurious testimony they might 
want to give about your having invited 
them to conduct an unwarranted search 
of the premises. Indeed, in any commu- 
nity where the basic protections of the 
Fourth Amendment (prohibiting unwar- 
ranted search and seizure} are extended to 
dope fiends, even the flimsiest growhouse 
can be, legally speaking, relatively bust- 
proof. 

‘There is, though, on the other hand, no 
denying that the guarantees of the Fourth 
Amendment are less sacred in some juris- 
dictions than in others, and are probably 
nowhere these daysas sacred as they ought 
to be. Some judges are no more than war- 
rant machines; some will admit even the 
most tainted evidence and the most perjuri- 
ous testimony in the prosecution of drug 


Raise your plants where the ripoffs can't go, 
the nares don't come and the sun always shines. 


cases. Drug laws differ from state to state 
andare often enforced differently from one 
jurisdiction to another within asingle state. 
So it is conceivable that in some communi- 
ties, an elaborate, fortified growhouse might 
incriminate a grower more than an un- 
concealed marijuana patch would; that is, 
make him harder to defend beforea hostile 
jury, and less sympathetic to an ill-disposed 
get-tough judge. Weighing the legal pros 
and cons ofa growhouse demandsan.up-to- 
date, street-wise assessment of the legal sit- 
uation within one’s particular jurisdiction. 
And a would-be marijuana grower who is 
vague about his rights and the possible con- 
sequences of his ambitions will be happier 
if he enlightens himselfat the earliest stages 
of his planning—before the cops show up 
with the bulldozer—rather than afterwards. 


‘THE BASIC DEFINITION OF A GROW- 
house encompasses a fairly wide range of 
structures of different sizes and shapes, 
providing greater or lesser degrees of secu- 
rity, and requiring the investments of larger 
or smaller amounts of capital, But all grow- 
houses can be categorized broadly, accord- 
ing to the analogy of the Three Little Pigs— 
that is, they're all either straw, wood or 
brick structures. 

Itis possible to construct a strawlike, eco- 
nomy-model growhouse out of the flim- 
siest opaque material one can come up 
with (black polyethylene film, for instance), 
Even so flimsy a growhouse can be ade- 
quate in certain situations—on a roof or 
high-rise terrace, where access is virtually 
impossible—when preventing exterior scru- 
tiny alone is adequate protection for its 
contents. 

Another version of the strawlike grow- 
house is the modified storage shed: one of 
those ten-by-nine-foot garden huts that you 
see on suburban lawns everywhere, avail- 
able at your local hardware outlet for two 
or three hundred dollars. Such a shed can 
be assembled in a day and can, when cus- 
tomized with a translucent roof, provide a 
perfectly dandy spot to grow a few potted 
marijuana plants. But anyone who's even 
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Right: With a roof. 

‘made of Filon, a 

translucent plastic, 

your plants will receive 

all the light 

wavelengths necessary |; 
fora healthy, stony 
crop. 


Below: Schematic 
diagram of our 
workingman’s 
growhouse, complete 
with kennel to house 
vicious attack dogs. 
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| Keeping your mouth 


shut is the first 
commandment of 
growhouse growing. 


The great modern-day classic @ The book no publisher would touch 
The complete handbook for outlaw living 


Ten years ago my brother wrote and published 
STEAL THIS BOOK—close to a million copies were 
bought (or stolen), then when he went underground 
distribution ceased. The book, now impossible to 
come by, sky-rocketed in value. Today it can only 
be purchased at rare book stores charging $50 or 
more. | have secured the original plates, added 
Abbie's tales about the book as a new introduction 
and formed a publishing company to mail-order a 
limited collector's edition. Sure, after ten years 
many of the rip-off techniques are outdated, but the 
spirit is irrepressible, the humor is timeless and 
most of the survival methods still work. It is both a 
souvenir of the century's most exciting era and the 
perfect book to counter the coming Depression. It 
tells you how to get most essentials, food, phone- 
calls, housing, clothes, travel for free. It tells you 
how to organize and communicate in the grass: 
roots and counter-culture. If the response is en: 
couraging, next year we will resurrect and up-date 
SON OF STEAL THIS BOOK, and publish it. But for 
now, here's your chance to purchase the one and 
only legendary original STEAL THIS BOOK and at a 
fraction of the price you could get it anywhere else. 
SEND FOR ONE OR MORE COPIES RIGHT AWAY! 


Oy Hafner 


/ 
f 
Send me copies of STEAL THIS BOOK at $5.95 per capy (add $2.00 for mail and handling up to 3 copies) 
NAME 
ADDRESS ———————— 
ciry STATE YIP CODE = 


ABBIE-YO YO INC. P.0. Box 15, Worcester, MA 01613 
Allow 4-6 weeks delivery time (bum checks won't work) 
Bookstores and headshops write for bulk rates. 


“On Tour with America’s Premier Bar Band 


‘Sam. Austin a i 


‘Phe bus isa 1962 GMC with redand yellow 
stripes.running in ciréles along its battered 
sides- Ht is idling with'a low rumble on this 
street waking with blue-collar Mexicans 
‘and children going off to school. The busis 
a laborer with at least'3 million miles on il, 
and nearly 200,000 of those have been eat- 

en_ singe the Fabulous, Thunderbirds ac 

quired the machine two years ago. 

Two hundred days of the year the Thun- 
derbirds are out there: on the road, in the 
bus, gigging across the continental United 
States and Canada with annual jumps over 
the AUlantic’ to England and Europe. They 
are aworking-stiff band, in the best sense of 
that term: stylishly straightforward, unpre- 
tentious dealers in American R&B 

Jam standing in this hideous hour watch: 
ing as Fran. Christina, the Thunderbirds 
drummer, and Maple and Dave, the new 
toad’crew for the band, make their final 
preparations for the road, and Tam thinking 
of why Thad jumped at this assignment, Up 
front, the Thunderbirds are easily one of 
my favorite musical aggregations; they 
have never ceased to delight and satisfy in 
the dozen times Lhave seen them in the past. 
year and the hundreds of times T have lis- 
tened to their records: they are rock ‘n 
rotl's equivalent’ to Wild Turkey and co- 
caine, They have so much integrity, 50 
mich barbecue panache and blue-suede 
soul when they tear off something like, say, 
Slim, Harpo's “Scratch My Back" or their. 
own."One'sToo Many" or their quintessen: 
tial mojo, “Marked Deck," that-they ap- 
proach-a high Tevel-of peculiarly American 
artalong/the lines of a fine custom low- 
rider, a la¢quered chevron painting by Billy 
AlBengston or a Robert Frank photograph, 

It would be far too sterile, though, to 
make further art" comparisons regarding 
Las Fabulosos T-Birds—sterile, patently 
wimpy-and beside the point. We're talking 
unmitigated butt rockin’ through the night 
to/a’so-blue crawl in a whiskey-breath 
morning 


Mt 5:05 am. Austin 


Jimmy Vaughan, the guitaris| and founding 
light of the T-Birds, steps aboard the bus. 
He's.wearing very clean 501 Levi's with a 
four-ineh cuff-and a gray industrial dickey 
shirt—another working stiff going on the 
job behind dark sunglasses, his black hair 
Brylereemed to perfection, He slips to the 
back of the bus to stow his bags and smooth 
out his bunk after giving everyone a good- 
morning smile. 

Keith Ferguson has been sliding in and 
out of the bus.with his ever-present can of 
Miller's for: 20 minutes, sporting an all- 
black look for the early a.m: black’ Dart 
To DANGLE” T-shirt, black slacks, black 
canvas slip-ons. One of Ferguson's more 


obvious features aré the tattooed snakes 
winding down his forearms fo rococo vari 
tions on either hand. ‘The T-Birds. bassist is 
the dry witof:the band, laconie and unde: 
stated with the copl ‘reptilian eyes ofa re- 
formed cat burglar who never pulled time: 

Fran is stariding outside the bus saying 
"So long” to his wife; Julig, in front of their 
house. The band ig heading out for a three- 
week run beginning in New Orleans and 
ending in New. York. I am. only going to 
New Orleans, and later would be. very 
thankful: not-to. have to make the entire 
tour, Only players in the NBA would un: 
derstand’ the “grueling -road- the ‘Thunder: 
birds travel 

Kim Wilson, vocalist, harp maestro ex- 
traordinaire and songwriter, ig not making 
the bus to New Orleans, opting wisely for 
the plane. We would not see Mr. Wilson, 
round-ball hustler from Detroit until short- 
ly before the band took the stage in-New 
Orleans: 


12:30 pm. Interstate Highway 10 il 


Somewhere approaching the ‘Texas/Louisi- 
ana state line, with 45 minutes of sleep. in 
the last 24-hours, I-make-my way-back-to 
the rear “rumpus-room'-of the bus. This 
nifty area is fitted with couches and custom 
cabinets, along with a television and video: 
tape recorder. I strétch out and feel the holy 
nod descend, In what seemed like minutes 
of half sleep, hear Fran saying, "Look 
at this.’ 

He hasa tape running fast speed through 
the deck; I turn to look out the window, fo- 
cusing my eyes; When I-turn:back to the 
screen, there’ is a’ blow job. Okay, what 
next? Bull fucking, pool balls, garter belts; 


fast forward, freeze fame) “Look at this. 
Can you believe that? She did that!" Indeed, 
she did. Where the fuck are we? Forget it,.1 
say.to. myself, no crashing now, 

Keith appears, can of Miller's and a Kool 
Filter King, recalling the last time they were 
in New Orleans. He pulls om his Kool; hold- 
ing it in the Continénial mariner between 
thumb and index finger. 

‘Vaughan and I were in the same room at 
this hotel, the one we're going back to. We 
walk in-and there's.dog shit. -Poodle turds 
leftover from the former guests 

His face pulls up in a wounded grimace, 
then falls abruptly into-a serene smile. 

"Bul we left them a message before’ we 
split. ‘They remembered u 

‘The bus rolls on, Fran manages to tune in 
two roadside hookers soliciting over. the 
CB. Somewhere an eager trucker has been 
aroused-and the girls guide-him to-their In- 
terstate attraction. 

‘Three weeks of this? Hours and hours 
humping along in’a 162 rock ‘A’ toll RV? "Tt 
reminds me of a giant Magic Fingers, likein 
the motels,” says Jimmy. “I just sleep’ 
‘Twelve hours on the road, after New Or 
Jeans to.the next gig in Knoxville. and an- 
other stretch-after that and on and on.and 
on... dubious truck stops, frittering-away 
per diems om off-the-wall bumper stickers, 
postcards, assotted gewgaws.. “something 
called “Instant Pussy’—a capsule which 
dissolves in a glass of water to reveal a thin 
swatch of foam rubber in the general oul- 
line of a.cat. Simple amusements, the glam- 
our-of the road, 


5:40em.New Oneans Ml Ht ME 


Iti opening night of the Jazz Heritage Festi- 


Butt Rockin’ on the Back of the Bus 
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BY EJ. WALLACE 


WHEN YOU WERE STANDING 
on the corner of Canal and Madison streets, 
Chicago, in the early '30s, you were in the 
city’s backyard. Here the prevailing winds 
from the lake had blown the bums, the der- 
elicts, the “downers” (horizontal drunks, 
not to be confused with depressants) and 
deposited them in windrows along West 
‘Madison Street in one of the country’s gam- 
iest skid rows, Though the landscape was 
grubby and the principal view was the 
backsides of the big skyscrapers, you were, 
if you knew this wicked city, only one step 
from paradise, Around the corner and 
down the alley was the United States's first 
retorded fresh-air, drive-in, curb-service 
marijuana market. To shop there you 
steered the old disc-wheeled Dodge down 
the garbagey alley, past the back door of 
the greasy spoon; by the escape hatch of 
Louis Milazzo's speakeasy (Louie's was the 
watering trough for the reporters and re- 
write men from the old Daily News across 
the street). Marinated in gin, these Nean- 
derthals would have been horrified had 
they but known that some of their juniors 
were threading their way down the al- 
ley: “Dope fiends looking for a fix.’ You 
went at five miles per hour past the resale 
shop, jam-stocked with “relievers;" hun- 
dreds of the odd and mismated shoes that 
the indigenous drunks had lost to thieves in 
the night and that had to be redeemed 
the next day. Next comes the barber col- 
lege, the only headshop in sight in them 
days, brightened by the sandwich board 
out front that boasted: "OLD BARBERS SEND 
‘THEIR SONS HERE.” 

At this point you were spotted by your 
man, Pablo, the gardener from the Garden 
of Weed, and the deal was on. Pablo's sta- 
tion was at the heart of the Workman's Pal- 
ace, a gaudy name for a mean slave market 
that sent Mexican day laborers out tosweat 
over the miles of railroad tracks that fanned 
out from this hub. Along those rights of 
way grew some of the finest gage this side 
of Laredo, and the workers fetched it in by 
the bush, manicured it and rolled it into fat 
joints, with the tight, neat hexagonal tuck at 
one end and the slight twist at the other that 
could be worked down into the roach of 
yout dreams: sweet, fragrant, high voltage, 
opening up the doors of perception for us 
kindergartners. 

In the conventional ritual, Pablo popped 
into the passenger's seat in front. Your bud- 


WEEDHEAD 


dy wasin the back, cash in one hand, taking 
his pulse with the other. From behind Pab- 
Jo's ear, or from under his cap, came the 
first joint, on the house; to be shared—a to- 
ken of brotherly love. Free of the alley at 
the west end, you cruised a few blocks, cir- 
cled and brought Pablo back to home base. 
Meanwhile, from his sock he had produced 
a newspaper-rolled bundle of joints, a 
“smoker's dozen.” Thirteen to the count, all 
yours for three bucks. Pablo debarked with 
asunny “You like?" You did, and you were 
‘on your way. 

Pablo and pals disappeared after sun- 
down, and if the yen hit you, you then had 
to range a little wider. Some of the city's 
30,000 Mexicans had settled down in the 
Valley where they established a cozy coex- 
istence with the Italian alky cookers and 
bootleggers. One favored spot was Mike's 
AEE. Café, south and west of the Loop. 
This tacky, storefront speak was presided 
over by Mike, a soft-spoken, gentle Sicilian 
who read Benvenuto Cellini for kicks. His 
mother, so legend held, had been a Valley 
madam, Busy purveying “the brown and 
the white” (carmelized spirits sold as bour- 
bon and bathtub gin}, Mike nevertheless 
deplored the inclination of some of his cli- 
ents toward the more elevated spirits con- 
tained in cannabis. Nightly he swore to dis- 
possess his tenant from the flat above: Aunt 
Molly, billowy Mexican madonna, who, 
when properly approached, could produce 
from her alarming décolletage the same 
quality joints that Pablo trafficked in, But 
they cost a bit more. The righteous Mike 
was most likely getting a bit off the top in 
the transactions he denounced. 

Pabloand friends stopped stickin’ period- 
ically. Coppers, distracted by mob slayings 
in the streets, would shake them down oc- 
casionally for “selling cigarettes without a 
license." This pallid charge was about the 
best they could do before the passage of the 
federal Marijuana Tax Act of 1937 put some 
bite into the toothless state laws. But word 
was passed along the bar at the Three 
Deuces, 222 North State Street, that there 
was gold in the streets of the South Side, 
around 47th Street and Indiana Avenue. 
Code: Ask for Mr. White, black driver of a 
yellow cab. Me and a pal learned that a 
20-dollar bill was good for openers. This got 
us, quite actually, a hat full of perfectly 
rolled joints —plus a free cab ride home, It 
turned out that my Cavanagh fedora held 


more than a hundred of the nicely rolled 
joints, or “mezz-rolls,” as the street talk of 
the day hadit. There was joy in Streeterville 
that night, and our shellac Okehs of Louis 
Armstrong's "New Tiger Rag” and "You're 
Drivin’ Me Crazy’ were ground downright 
to the bottom of the grooves. 

‘The final initiation of young, white weed- 
heads into high society wasarrived at when 
you conned your way into the all-night par- 
ties that followed an appearance by Mr. 
Armstrong and band at the Regal Theater 
or the Savoy Ballroom, both at 47th and 
South Parkway. You flashed a press pass or 
let drop the inference that you might help 
get a “wire” (radio) into such jazz clubs as 
Bacon's Casino or the Three Deuces. 

At these parties the eavesdropping was 
richly rewarding. "Pass me that marijuana. 
or I'll raise an excitement," was one of the 
more poetic passages overheard. "Lemme 
tighten your wig with the best roll out of 
New York,” was a most hospitable invita- 
tion to take a toke. “Light up and be some- 
body,” was the seductive nudge, Your self- 
appointed host was Little Johnny Lindsay, 
balding, affable, sometime bass player 
whose business card proclaimed him to be 
“Louis Armstrong's Right Hand Man." In 
the packed, smoke-filled apartment the 
boss trumpet player of all time came and 
went in his bathrobe, blessing the faithful, 
bestowing the final benediction when he 
called you "Face," the last word in recogni- 
tion and identification as one of the elite, no 
less than a term of endearment. Louis, ever 
the peacock, switched bathrobes about 
every half hour to amuse the court. A ker- 
chief headpiece to match (or clash with) his 
regal robes added just the right fillip. His 
chops glistened with his own homemade 
lip salve, almost dimming the wicked 
intensity of that all-enveloping grin. 

‘The final initiation rite was really a trial 
by fire. As the good times rolled to a lull 
along about dawn, you were invited to, nay, 
expected to, take a good belt of Abilene 
Water, the dynamite laxative that these 
troubadours carried by the case when on 
the road, It was a command performance: 
"Cleans you out, man," Recollection of that 
day's hangover plus the trots, or “Michigan 
Quicksteps," as they were then called, 
would only muddy up this memoir. Har- 
dier souls went on to breakfast dances. We 
went home and into a bed that was, merci- 
fully, near the can. C1] 
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AAAGGGHHH! MICE! There's little green mice running all 
over my record collection! Little green mice, with shaggy 
red and yellow streaks in their pelts and woodsy little tail 
stems, befouling my precious discs. No. Wait a minute. 
Wait a MINUTE!! It's not mice. It's not mice at all. . . it's 
buds! There's little green marijuana buds running all over 
my record collection! BUDS! AAA ARRRRGGGHHH!!! 

| better start exterminating. 

Where are my rolling papers? 
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PHOTOS BY DIANA BLOK 


An Inside Look at the New Jerusalem of the Drug Culture 


MY GOD, I THINK, HOW DIDI 
get myself into this? The drug scene in 
Amsterdam. That's like being sent out to 
cover the wine scene in France. Visitors 
gape at it. We take it for granted. Like bi: 
cycles, drugs here are not just a scene. They 
are an integral part of the culture. 

‘The Dutch have always been active in 
the mood-changer industry, as traders and 
consumers. In the early 18th century the 
English king Billy (of William and Mary)—a 
Dutchman— introduced gin into the English- 
speaking world, The Netherlands-Amer- 
ican bicentennial began October 8, 1782, 
when John Adams borrowed money from 
Amsterdam bankers in exchange for the 
Maryland tobacco crop. And Multatuli’s 
Max Havelaar (1859)—perhaps the only 
great Dutch novel—was narrated by that 
representative figure, the coffee merchant 

Itis hardly surprising that Amsterdam is 
in the international drug news again, "11astt 
ISH HEAVEN AND HEROIN HORROR” shouts 
one headline in thick black letters. “11's 
COKE COOL AND POPPER PARADISE” say's an: 
other, sotto voce, in delicate cursive script. 
After living here for a dozen years I can say 
thankfully that most of it is true. Of course, 


wherever dope deals are made there are 
busts, burnsand counterfeit money—not to 
forget the ubiquitous bang bang. Amster- 
dam has that too. But what makes the drug 
scene unique here is an alternative atmo 
sphere—what the Jews call gemiitlich, and 
the Dutch call gezellig—a soul feeling rough- 
ly translated as “cozy. 


ASHISH HEAVEN 


Let's take a look at the public dealing places. 
They make hash and weed one of Amstei 
dam's biggest tourist attractions. If you say 
you're from Amsterdam, anywhere in the 
world the automatic response is: “Oh, Am- 
sterdam. You can smoke there!” Indeed, 
only in Morocco and Holland do cannabis 
and alcohol cultures live and thrive openly 
side by side in truce, albeit uneasily. 


MEXICHANSE 


MESCALINE CHCTOS 
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It is a seasonably wet and cold spring 
evening when I get on my bicycleand pedal 
the familiar route to de Melkweg ("The 
Milky Way”). This is a multimedia club of. 
feringa cinema, a bar, rock ‘n’ roll, a restau. 
rant, a tea room with folk music, a book 
shop, exhibitions and a theater all in a two- 
story converted milk factory around the 
corner from the Leidseplein, Amsterdam's 
main square. They have hosted aver 2 mil. 
lion visitors in the past ten years. The en. 
trance is a drawbridge across a narrow ca- 
nal. Directly across the street is a brightly 
lit, modern police station 

‘The photographer and I lock our bicycles 
on the bridge and go in. 

‘This week The Milky Way is presenting a 
Festival of the Future. We snake through 
the hallways illuminated by black light and 
packed with bizarrely attired young and 
old, from Holland, all over Europe, from 
North and South America. Like lions and 
lambs, the shaggy and the sheared are 
cheek and jowl. The Day the Earth Stood Still 
is playing in the cinema upstairs. In the 
theater, a troupe dressed in black and led by 
a mock bishop—looking more like a medi 
eval procession of flagellants than anything 


else—are carrying cardboard replicas of 
nukes. We arrive at the market and get on 
line. Why the line? To score, of course! The 
Milky Way is one of the main dealing ad- 
dresses in Amsterdam, 

There are 40 people ahead of us. Waiting 
next to the fruit and cake stall, we see a 
small sign: SPACE CAKE/PURE HASHISH/fl 
3.50. [Ed. note: The Dutch guilder, abbreviat- 
ed fl, is valued at about 36 cents.) Well, for 
$1.25 we split one, The line moves quickly 
and before we know it we are at the front. 
‘There is.a hand-carved, hand-painted wood 
en plaque on the table. It's the menu. From 
top to bottom it reads: 


Afgan f19 a gram in zakjes van f1258f150, 
Libanon £16" C fL108efL25 
Turkse fl9" " ~ fliogefl25 
Nigerian 1325agm"  " ” fL10&f125 
Weed 

Kerala fl450agm."  " —™  f1108f1.25 
Weed 


Everything is already weighed and pre- 
packaged in small plastic bags. The only 
thing one needs to do is point and grunt 
either "ten" or “twenty-five’—about $4 and 
$10 respectively. The photographer buys a 
f1.10 bag of Kerala. The three foreigners 
after usall buy the fl.100 maximum, mainly 
of black Afghani, 

When the photographer tries to take a 
photo of the menu, three men jump at her, 
waving their arms and shouting: “No pho- 
tos. No photos.” Had she not known one of 
them from Crete, her camera would have 
been taken away. 

No one would say how much money is 
made and it's a closely guarded secret how 
much the house dealer pays The Milky 
Way, But a deep-throat source told me they 
buy 100,000 plastic bags a year. That comes 
to $800,000 a year gross. Another source 
says The Milky Way does ten kilos on a 
good weekend. That works out to over 
$1 million a year. 

Next to the market is the restaurant. We 
buy two glasses of red wine, sit down at a 
table and roll a joint. By night's end almost 
everyone will have smoked. But it is not 
obligatory. A lot of visitors come for the 
company or for their world-class cultural 
programs. Across the table a short-haired 
Dutch boy with horn-rimmed glasses loads 
his homemade bong. He takes a hit, smiles 
and passes it around. Says he: “That's a 
space shuttle, man! It takes you back to the 
stars where we come from." 

‘And so the hours pass. 

Leaving, we look into the theater again. A 
local new-wave band, Soviet Sex, is chant- 
ing an electronic dirge: "The future is past 

the future is past... the future is passed.” 

Tourists who need to show their sophisti- 
cation complain that The Milky Way is 
"just like the '60s." Yes, Time travel, The 
60s are a five-minute bicycle ride from my 
house. Isn't that cozy in 1982? 

Since I've lived here, however, there has 
been this more-or-less open-dealing scene 


It has taken many forms. The latest is that 
of the coffeehouse. Like everything else 
with an organic growth pattern, there is a 
spontaneous market segmentation, Differ- 
ent tokes for different folks. 

Amsterdam isa semicircular labyrinth of 
bricks and water, After the full moon the 
weather shifts. Bright days, windless days 
Lined with fluorescent green erect-leaved 
trees, the canals like mirrors double the 
number of houses by reflection. We get 
on our bicycles to scout this coffeehouse 
culture. 

There is Rusland (Rusland 16}. Located on 
a small side street near Dam Square, it 
is perhaps the most famous, certainly the 
most busy. Five years at the same location, 
open Monday to Saturday, 11 to 8, it at- 
tracts the prole side of the Ibiz 
Goa, Katmandu scene andits local a 
dos. Serves pancakes, coffee, tea, frui 
and cakes, The dealer is downstairs, 
back, standing close to his canvas shoulder 
bag. He quickly recites what's available— 
like an American waitress listing the dre 
ings available with the salad. Everything is 
prepackaged in plastic bags. One of their 
nmicks is to puta per gram price on each 
bag. I sampled a good Afghani and a tolera- 
ble Nigerian. Martin, the owner, isa punter 
for pro-pot publications in Amsterdam and 
in London. Again, no one is forthcoming 
about how much business is being done. 
But when three South Americans with 


Plaka, 
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guns held them up, their take was 1.1138 
($410). 

Next stop the Bulldog (O.Z. Voorburgwal 
80). Also in the center of town, it is run by a 
very blond, very attractive, sweet, semi- 
gangster, gay business couple with a bull 
dog fetish: A large white bulldog is lying in 
front of the coffeeshop. The painted facade, 
the interior, collaborates this further, A var- 
ied clientele made up of transients and reg- 
ulars. Worth a visit. Like a gothic novel or a 
big eye painting, it has a grotesque charm 

Boedha’s Joint Paradise (Niewwmarkt 12) 
looks like a chic bathroom in a fashion 
mag. It's for the narcissistic crowd whose 
smoking paraphernalia includes fast cars 
and stewardesses. It has company Tshirts 
serves coffee, soft drinks and tosties. Ter 
race recommended on a sunny afternoon. 
It's directly across from the old Weight 
House (14th century), on the square that 
before the war was the main Jewish mar- 
ketplace. The rumor that they sell hard 
drugs is unconfirmed. 

Across from the controversial huge hole 
which threatens to become a new city hall 
and opera house is Smoesie (Waterlooplein 
115}. Their logo is a teddy bear smoking a 
joint. A kind of local place for earnest mid- 
dle-class pacifist socialist students: A large 
University of Amsterdam dorm is around 
the corner, Arrived at 2:30, ordered tea and 
had to wait for the dealer. Yes, school's out 
at three. In he comes, wearing a gray jog: 
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ging suit and looking like Dustin Hoffman 
with a curly wig. About 25 people have 
filled the place in the last half hour. I get a 
small plastic bag of Leb for f1.10. Every- 
one is smoking. The conversation is lively. 
Stumbling out, I notice a poster announcing 
a concert by Malaria, four women from 
Berlin 

I want to be poetry stoned but.am totally 
spaced. Somehow the photographer and I 
manage to bicycle across town—about 15 
minutes—to the Jordan neighborhood. At 
the Laurier 33 (Je Laurierdwarstraat 33), the 
photographer says, "Let's tell them we are 
going to give them publicity. Maybe we'll 
get free samples’ 

Laurier 33 has an elegant mining camp, 
or Mendocino decor, The menu offers 15 
different kinds of pancakes and a $4 spa- 
ghetti dinner as well as the usual range of 
Coffee, tea, cakes, hash and weed. Also 
‘open in the evenings. They host weekly 
meetings of Amnesty International 

High Society: Space-o-theek (Nieuw Kerk. 
straat 67) has £1.25 bags of Leb only, but 
enjoys excellent relations with its neigh- 
bors. While I was there, a woman with the 
biggest beehive hairdo this side of Bal 
more came in to borrow a bow! of sugar. 

We bicycle back across the Amstel Riv. 
er on our way home. At Utrechtsestraat 
the photographer runs into someone she 
knows. 

“What are you doing?" he asks. 
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“Oh, Amsterdam. 
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m. going to score now. I got a new 
address. Prinsengracht 1077. It's just around 
the corner: 

We all go. Sure enough, a new one. El 
Gan, it's called. Also f1.25 bags of Leb. They 
serve beer and were showing a Kirk Doug- 
las film on their video, 

And then there's High Noon (Lijnbanns 
gracht 22), around the corner from the 
Rijksmuseum. Their logo is a marijuana 
leaf. And then...and then...and then. 
There are about 30 such places around Am- 
sterdam, Ona nice day—when people keep 
their windows open—just walk around and 
sniff, As they say: If you can't score in 
Amsterdam, you couldn't get laid in a two- 


dollar whorehouse with a hundred-dollar 
bill between your teeth 

To find out how this open dealing and 
smoking came to be, I arranged to see Koos 
Zwart, il Duce of the Cannabis Union. 

As I bicycle through the tunnel of the 
Rijksmuseum into the open space of the 
Museumplein, I am thinking Plato was 
right. He believed in the reflexive nature of 
the universe. That is, what you project onto 
it is what you get back. Since starting this 
story a number of things have happened to 
make this plausible. Four students from the 
Montessori high school around the corner 
now use the alley in back of my house for 
their lunch-hour blow. Right below my 
kitchen window come clouds of Moroccan 
ordinaire as I make a cheese omelet. An old 
notebook falls out of a closet, hits me on the 
head and opens toa page recording an Am- 
sterdam drug story I had forgotten. In 1970 
the Kabouter ("Gnomes") party, supported 
by anad hoc coalition of freaks and liberals, 
elected five members to the city council. At 
the first meeting they all lit big joints and 
were arrested and carried out. The general 
shock at the suppression of a whole politi 
cal party for a victimless crime resulted in 
no one being prosecuted. A significant hur 
dle in overcoming cannabis prohibition 
And then the other night a friend came 
over. She had just arrived from Goa with 
three kilos of hash sewn into her suitcase. A 
successful first attempt at smuggling. She 
was breathless in her handmade silk outfit 

Tam thinking also that having Koos Zwart 
as head of the Cannabis Union is not unlike 
having a Roosevelt or a Kennedy as chief 
grass lobbyist in D.C. Koos's grandfather 
founded the Dutch Socialist party, now the 
largest political party in the Netherlands. 
His mother was minister of health and en: 
vironment. Koos himself became interna- 
tionally known for broadcasting the drug 
prices on the radio every Saturday after- 
noon from 1969 to 1978. He was one of the 
principal speakers at the 1st International 
Cannabis Conference held in Amsterdam 
during February 1980. He controls a net- 
work of activists in the cities, towns and 
villages throughout the country 

We meet in a café across the street from 
the Concertgebouw. It isa cozy, nondealing 
Dutch place with rugs on the tables, a read- 
ing table filled with newspapers and maga: 
zines in the corner, and the good taste not to 
allow dogs. Koosis in his mid 30s and looks 
like a Viking gone to seed. His pale, gaunt 
face is framed by straight blond shoulder: 
length hair falling like a damp curtain from 
under a fossilized black cowboy hat he 
hasn't taken off in ten years. A mark of 
identity. He is, however, friendly, informed, 
intense. 

It all started in 1975 when my mother 
changed the law," Koos says. “Before that, 
in the opiate law there was no difference 
between hash, coke and heroin. My moth- 
er—when she was minister of health 
made two lists, One list is all but hashish 
and marijuana. List two has only hashish 


and marijuana. This came about because 
the officials waded through four hundred 
and forty scientific studies of the dangers of 
cannabis use and could not find conclusive 
evidence of harm being done. Even then, 
the American ambassador gave a plea for 
harsher penalties—so did Germany, France 
and Sweden. The political reality here was 
no one was willing to go beyond the reason- 
ableness of the scientific evidence. Then a 
small libertarian party of the Left asked for 
people being allowed to have up to one 
hundred grams for their own personal use 
‘And an uptight party of the Right said, ‘No! 
If we must have it, it should be only five 
grams: In the end, there was a compromise 
on twenty-nine grams, or an American/En- 
glish ounce. This was all worked out in 
Parliament. And now one is allowed pos- 
session of an ounce for personal use only. 
After the law was passed I went to my 
mother and said, ‘Then you have to get it 
someplace 

It is this attitude of “reasonableness,” or 
levelheadedness, that makes the Dutch 
paradoxically at once both a pleasure and a 
pain in the ass. How they view politics, po- 
tatoes, poetry and hash. It's all the same. 
What is sensational (literally) in Amster 
dam is the lack of sensation, No snipers. No 
coups. No paranoia. 

“It was handled this way," Koos contin: 
ues. "Any youth center recognized by the 
ministry of culture and recreation can ap- 
pointa dealer with the approval of the staff. 
Dealing is being socialized. Then they are 
paid salaries and designated hennep verko- 
per—hemp seller’ Then there was a gap in 


the market. Since the demand for hash and 
weed is large, and youth centers only open 
in the evenings, the coffeehouse dealers 
sprang up. This shifted the emphasis be- 
tween hard and soft drugs still further.” 

A uniformed waiter brings our order. A 
beer for me, ice cream for Koos. Our con- 
yersation is interrupted. Not because the 
waiter is listening, but because the waiter 
wants to show Koos a new book he has 
bought. It's a bound collection of E.C.'s 
Weird Science. That's another cozy thing 
about Amsterdam: Nothing is as it seems. 
The straights are weird, the dopers are 
straight. Koos opensan official-looking dos- 
sier of the Cannabis Union, another kind of 
weird science. He takes out a map of the 
city. 

"This map and legend show which cof- 
feeshops were busted, in what police dis- 
trict; how much hash or marijuana was 
found; and how many officers took part in 
the raid, You can see in the forty-six busts 
between April and September of last year 
absolutely no coke or heroin was found. 
When the coffeeshop owners complained 
to me about the busts I told them, ‘Be hap- 
py, man! It’s not a bust, but an inspection— 
you're clean, no hard stuff’ On the other 
hand, when the police ask for a bigger bud- 
get, Igo to the city council and show them 
how much time and manpower are wasted 
in harassing the coffeeshops.” Koos laughs. 

“And what are the other activities of the 
Cannabis Union?” 

On joining the union, amemberis sent a 
large envelope containing a variety of seed 
packets with instructions on how to grow 


them, lists of standard works and informa- 
tion about government activities. I also get 
a list of the drug prices published in the 
civil-service paper, read by all city officials. 
And we sell T-shirts. This one says SMOKE 
THE RUSSIANS OUT OF AFGHANISTAN, and one 
dollar from each sale goes to the Afghani 
resistance movement.” Essentially, the Can- 
nabis Union (Stichting D.A.P, Postbus 261, 
5400 AG Uden) isa middleman between the 
government and the street. "Within two 


Any recognized 
Dutch youth 
center can appoint 
a dealer who is 
paid a salary. 


years," Koos hopes, "there will be a com. 
plete socialization of dealing. There will be 
a sales tax—eighteen percent—on each plas- 
tic bag of hash.’ 

For those of us who live in Amsterdam 
there is another kind of dealer: the tradi: 
tional dealer. The quality and price are bet 
ter and the stuff is not prepackaged but 
weighed in front of you. 

Amiable Leiden-born H. isa pothead au- 
thor's dream come true: a book collector 


and cannabis dealer. He has been involved 
with three book shops since we've known 
each other: the first as an employee; the 
second as a partner; the third as owner. His 
back office is floor-to-ceiling books punctu- 
ated by original paintings (sic) by Charles 
Bukowski. H. is clearly a man of taste on his 
way up. 

“1 built up this whole book shop with 
dope money,” he says, “On my street there 
are ten dealers, some South American, a 
few boutiques, a coffee bar. Respectable 
dealers. A lot of people try to support some- 
thing when they get rich—to be an honor to 
the arts. Something more than a business- 
man, But it was never a bad thing to be a 
dealer here!" 

H. excuses himself to make a pot of tea. 
He leaves me his brass pipe and some 
weed. “Here's some Kerala bud. It's called 
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‘tiger tops’ because it’s supposed to be good 
for sex. You become as a tiger.” 
While H. is pouring tea I ask, “Who are 
ig dealers here?” 
‘Oh, there are a couple of thousand 
pounds of black hash from Pakistan com- 
ing in regularly. It's called ‘reasonable bor 
der’ A lot of it isavailable. One family doing 
it a long time. Dutch people. Street boys 
become respectable through doing some- 
thing. But more importantly Amsterdam 
is interesting as an international center. 
Danes, Swiss, Germans come here for ten 
to twenty kilos to redeal in their own coun- 
tries. Regular customers. It used to be sofor 
Spain and Belgrade. But there's a heroin 
epidemic there. It's spreading like a virus, 
And also they are getting richer. They used 
to be customers there. But now we have to 
wait for the scene to level out, Also, a lot of 
people see the open hash scene here and get 
the idea of making some money. Lots of 
smugglers are born in Amsterdam! That's 
why there's so much Manali hash from In- 
dia around." 
H. shows me a soft, dark, flaky lump of 
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sand dollars a kilo. If you get caught, the on- 
ly thing that happens if you are a foreigner 
is to be sent out of the country.” 

‘What kind of dealing do you do?’ 

“Amsterdam is a city of small dealers 
who earn two hundred dollars a week. The 
repression is coming again,” he predicts. 
"All of a sudden there's been some bad hash 
stories in the press. I think it has to do with 
a lot of businesses that are pure front.” H 
takes a justifiable pride in his bookstore 
Indeed, he is not merely a shopkeeper, 
but a quality bookseller who also distrib- 
utes small-press publications throughout 
Holland, 

I persist: "And you?” 

"I do one or two kilos a week. No hassle. 
No paranoia. If they bust you, so what! They 
take the stuff and put you in jail for one or 
two days. I always have lots of Moroccan 
and Lebanese, sometimes good Lebanese. 
Kashmir and Nepalese are my quality prod 
ucts. About five thousand dollars a kilo. 
Then there's Durban poison from South 
Africa. And there's Kerala weed and Manali 
hash from India. The nice thing about dea 
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He leaves me his brass pipe and some 
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‘And also they are getting richer. They used 
to be customers there. But now we have to 
wait for the scene to level out. Also, a lot of 
people see the open hash scene here and get 
the idea of making some money. Lots of 
smugglers are born in Amsterdam! That's 
why there's so much Manali hash from In- 
dia around.” 

H. shows me a soft, dark, flaky lump of 
Culu Valley Manali. It has a luminous tur- 
quoise mold. He reloads the brass pipe and 
pours another cup of tea 

"You see, it's easily pressed, This is for 
suitcase smuggling. Often only three to five 
kilos in one suitcase. The mule gets it in 
Bombay, let's say, in an already prepared 
suitcase. If you get through, that’s a thou- 


No paranoia. If they bust you, so what! They 
take the stuff and put you in jail for one or 
two days. I always have lots of Moroccan 
and Lebanese, sometimes good Lebanese. 
Kashmir and Nepalese are my quality prod- 
ucts. About five thousand dollars a kilo. 
Then there's Durban poison from South 
Africa. And there's Kerala weed and Manali 
hash from India. The nice thing about deal- 
ing is you learn from your customers.” 

It is dark when we go through the book 
shop to the front door. As unlock my bicy- 
cle can see the sparkling crown of creation 
on top of the bell tower of the 350-year-old 
Westerkerk. “Anything else you want to 
say?” Lask. 

"Yes, There's something I forgot. A lot of 
big dope business is done by Israelis. You 
always find them in the big circles. Some of 
them are nice. | used to be partners with an 
Israeli. He was religious: wouldn't deal on 
Saturday’ 

The next day the photographer phones 
and says she knows someone who grows 
their own. I wasn't very enthusiastic. Dutch 
grass—like New York State wine—isn’t 
exactly for connoisseurs. I am happy to 
report this was different. 

Josephine is an urban grass farmer. She 
lives witha parrot, two cats and an Irish set- 
ter in the Pijp, a district built in the late 19th 
century for workers—now a community of 
new immigrants, artists and folk. She has a 
small allotment in the back of her apart- 
ment about 4 yards wide and 12 yards deep. 
‘There she grows Jamaican, Pak, Indone- 
sian, Dutch and her own hybrids. “The 
best," she brags, “is my own. 

“There were three buildings in this plot 
that I removed with my own hands,” she 
tells us, making a wide, expansive gesture 
with her arm as if her garden were the 
Ewing family spread. “Then I had three 
truckloads of dirt brought here. I make my 
‘own compost from garbage given me by a 
friend who owns a vegetarian restaurant. 
Biodynamic earth and astrology. How can I 
miss? I grow it all summer, sell it in the 
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all over. From Peru, that's special. I also 
make my own crosses.” Josephine is trying 
to get one of those crosses recognized as an 
original species. It’s a cross between a male 
indica from northern India, where they 
make black hash, and a female sativa from 
Peru. She calls it "Tira 81 purple.” 

“My total crop is about two kilos, But 
tops only. I sell it for eight guilders a gram. 
Here! This is from last year." 

It looks healthy, smells pungent, tastes 
fresh and packs a wallop. By now I'm grin- 
ning so hard it feels as if my face will break. 
Does it take a woman-who-loves-women to 
bring out the best in the female cannabis 
plant? Josephine, Earth Dyke. 

"How you cure it is very important too,” 
she insists. “I hang it upside down in adark 
room, just like bats. Then I take off the big 
leaves and leave it another ten days. Every 
day looking and touching and loving. Then 
I putit in the closet. Again, every day open 
the door for an hour to give it air. In another 
ten days it's almost ready.” 

“But, but," I stammer, "your garden is 
right next to, and on top of, twenty others. 
Everyone from the other apartments can 
look right in here!” 

“The neighbors? They love it! Just last 
month one asked, ‘Are you going to do it 
again this summer?’ When I said yes, they 
said, ‘Ja, good.” 
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Does Amsterdam have junkies? Is a pig's 
ass pork? 

According to a report from the European 
Parliament in Strasbourg, the Netherlands 
has 25,000 heroin addicts who consume 
2,000 kilos a year. That's 1 in every 570 
people. And a $250-million trade deficit. 

Peter Pontiac is the only person I see reg- 
ularly who takes heroin. Maybe I make an 
exception because he is one of my favorite 
artists. His doomy strips and rock ‘n’ roll 
drawings have made him a cult figure in 
Western Europe. In the States his work has 
appeared in Anarchy Comics, Dutch Treat, 
Mondo Snarfo and an unauthorized repro- 
duction on Lou Reed's Take No Prisoners al- 
bum. In his own words: “Ik ben een smack 
tekenaar” ("I am a junk illustrator") 

I went to see Peter in his windowless 
basement room below the Zebra Gallery 
(formerly Galerie Anus)—a totally graffi- 
tied squatted building that is one of the cen- 
ters of the angry apathetic no-wave scene 
here. Like many junkies, Peter is elusive 
and spectral—an illusion accentuated by 
his tall, lean figure topped by dark, curly 
hair and a mouth missing more than its 
share of teeth. 

“You came at the right time,” he says as 1 
enter. "I have some good heroin.” 


“You know I don’t take that.” 

Long, tense pause. 

“That's like living in a house together," he 
says finally, “and there's one room you 
haven't seen.” This is part of our ten-year 
friendly disagreement on this subject. “This 
stuff I got, it's from a Greek. He came up to 
me in a café. You see these initials on my 
jacket? It says au. That stands for Anarcho 
Pacifist Holland. He thought it said apie, or 
Ares, the Greek god of war. So he comes 
up to me and starts a conversation. He says 
he has some great Peruvian flake. Did I 
want any? I told him I don't have money for 
coke. Then he offers to give mea free snort. 
So there we are cramped in the men's room 
snorting away. Next he asks if I want any 
other drugs. I tell him, well, yes, I some- 
times use heroin. He had some. Sold me a 
fifty-guilder bag of Paki. One of the best deals 
I got im a long time, almost a quarter of a 
gram. Then he asks me to tell my friends 
about him. Poor guy. He has the stuff and is 
looking for a market.’ 

“Look, Peter, I'm writing this article 
about drugs in Amsterdam. Why don't you 
tell me about how you started with smack?" 

“It was in the '60s. My mind was wrecked. 
1 was taking acid and felt as if I'd been ina 
terrible war. Visions of hell were still danc- 
ing in front of my eyes. Then I met these 
people in Haarlem who asked if 1 want- 
ed to shoot opium. It was all very clean. 
They even had chrome-and-glass hospital 
syringes. Wiped their veins with alcohol. 
All of a sudden the bad trips vanished like 
snow in front of the sun. I've been using 
since then. Although sometimes I'm clean 
for a long time. Until a few months ago I 
was clean for over a year. Then my baby 
left me—for some guy who convinced her 
they knew each other in previous incarna- 
tions. Now I'm using again. Sure you don't 
want some?” 

I declined. I was already carrying coffee, 
tobacco, alcohol and hash on my narrow 
back. Enough is enough. I asked him what 
the scoring scene was like. 

“Before 1970 it was an opium-shooting 
scene on a very small scale. Only people 
dealing were Chinese. Then young Hong 
Kong boys appeared with smack. Then in. 
the mid '70s there were some shoot-outs 
between the Chinese groups. There were 
busts. The police didn’t want the Chinese 
dealers anymore. Now only black guys. On 
the Zeedijk it is a strange scene. Spades, po- 
lice in and out of uniform and other junk- 
ies. You have to have ten eyes. If you don't 
want any, do you mind if I take some?” 

"No. Go ahead. I've heard that the Turks 
would kill so they took the dealing scene 
away from the Dutch. Then the Israelis 
took it away from the Turks because they 
would kill too, but were better organized.” 

"Twouldn't know. That must be the scene 
that deals to Gls in Germany. Most of the 
house dealers I go toare Dutch. Andas I've 
said: The street dealers are black. But itis so 
easy to get in Amsterdam. An endless pa- 
rade of dead tourists caught unawares by an 


unsuspected purity of the sket say enough 
for the quality. Although sometimes you 
end up with a packet containing crushed 
candy or cat-litter gravel, a Surinam grin 
right over your crouched shoulder, or you 
get an unidentifiable insoluble goo ... Stil, 
shooting is healthier than chinezen.” 

“What's that?" 

“That's one of the reasons that soon it 
won't be cozy anymore. Literally, chinezen 
is inhaling the fumes in your mouth. The 
heroin is heated on a piece of tinfoil. Only 
the Chinese heroin completely dissolves. 
It’s also called ‘chasing the dragon; because 
you have to move the tube around quickly. 
Now there's a big scare. There's a mysteri- 
ous poison in some of it. The labs can't even 
discover what it is—strange, considering 
science can get you on Venus. Nineteen 
people died in the last two years. You die or 


“Disco acid, 

40 to 60 mikes, is 
in here. Just as 
well, no one wants 
to give Germans a 
large trip.” 


get paralyzed only if you smoke it, not shoot 
or sniff it.” 

"Are there other heavy things happen- 
ing?” 

“Oh, yeah. Next week the HUK and SKS 
are closing. They are centers for the old- 
time junkie diehards and bad cases. Soon 
hundreds of them will be out on the street. 
Burroughs gave a benefit reading at the 
HUK two years ago. The HUK also makesa 
magazine called Score. It's one of my favor- 
ites: Every time there's a new issue, one or 
two of the editors have passed away. Here's 
a funny story for you: To dissolve Paki or 
Irani smack you need an acidy liquid. Most 
people use lemon juice. But in the shops in 
the junkie neighborhoods they have caught 
on. The lemon juice is double the ordinary 
price. Ja. Ja. Amsterdam, the hot potato in 
the mouth of the queen.” 

Peter's eyes close. His chin falls on his 
chest. Leaving, I hear music from another 
room. It's the Clash: “While I was talking/I 
saw you nodding out." 


T'S COKE COOL 


“prefer not to sell grams—and grams only 
to friends, Ounces are convenient. If you 
continued on page 86 
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Some people are into cocaine for the rush. Some are into it for the status. 
And for some, it is a drug of seduction. In this day and age, coke is many things 
to many people. 

Itis probably for this reason that in most areas of the country there is al least 
‘one reliable source who can always be counted on to have grams available 
when the need arises. Sort of like McDonald's: easy to find, open late and easy 
on the pocketbook, with a dependable consistency. 

HIGH Times chatted with one “Jack Straw,’ a dealer of fast grams, ina Boston 
penthouse apartment. Although he has recently limited his customer list, he 
offers some insight into his operation. 


‘Werly Wilton 
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HiGH Times: How long have you been 
dealing grams to the public? 

Jack: Eight years, Full time, for the last 
two. 

HicH Times: Do you keep regular business 
hours—not necessarily nine tofive, butona 
daily basis, are there specific times that 
you're available to your customers? 

Jack: Yes, I'm available most of the time, 
but it depends. Certain days, like Thurs- 
days and Fridays, I have to be home a lot 
more often than at other times during the 
week, During the summer I don't have to 
be at home at all during the weekends, 
Because people go away; so if anything 
doesn't happen by Thursday or Friday, it 
won't happen until Monday. And of course, 
if I'm going away for any length of time, I 
tell people beforehand so they can take care 
of whatever they have to before I leave. 
HiGH Times: How many people in an aver- 
‘age week do you deal grams to? 

Jac: Different people? 

HIGH TIMEs: Yes. 

Jack: Fifteen to twenty. Mostly all are 
friends. 

HicH Times: And how many would you 
say would be repeat customers in the course 
ofa week? 

JACK: Fifteen to twenty. 

HicH Times: What would you say is the 
average amount your customers score at a 
given time? 
‘Jack: Well, if someone's buying fora week- 
end they'll get maybe two to three grams. If 
someone is buying for one night, usually 
just one. Beyond that I don't know, because 
sometimes they'll buy a few and it's not 
really for them; they'll be taking it for some- 
body else. 

HIGH Times: What do you charge for a 
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gram? 
Jack: Usually eighty-five dollars, maybe 
ninety, di on the person or how 
many they want, or whatever. There are 
people I will charge a little bit more, either 
because they owe me money or 1 know that 
they usually spend a lot more. 
HiGH Times: Well, even taking into ac- 
count the few extra bucks’ increase in those 
special cases, your prices are still uncom- 
monly cheap. 
Jack: Right. And that's why I don't feel 
guilty charging some people a little extra. 
Once ina while someone says, "You weren't 
home this weekend, sol got something else 
and it was excellent.” ask them how much 
they paidand they say a hundred and thirty 
dollars. I say, "Well, you could have paid 
me a hundred and twenty and I could've 
en you something a lot better.’ That's 
what I would charge if I didn't do anything 
toit. 
HIGH TIMES: Meaning, of course, if you 
didn't cut the coke, But inthe great majority 
of your transactions you do cut your coke. 
Which cut do you use? 
‘Jack: Inositol. I tried mannitol for a little 
while because it's fluffier and people like to 
see filled bottles, but it makes you go to the 
bathroom a lot. Plus it was less the consis- 
tency of real coke. Because it was so fluffy 1 
always had a tough time mixing it evenly. I 
always figured I was using a larger amount 
than I actually was. 
HIGH Times: Do you ever represent to your 
customers that your coke isn't cut? 
Jack: No, but if they let me know before- 
hhand, they can get it before I do anything to 
it, with the comparable price increase, of 
course. 
HIGH Times: Aren't you ever tempted to 


really hit your stuff up a lot—to come up 
with your Wyn etaeslian Ane ake 


ESS. I could probably put that extra 
Se a eo eon Rint 
‘world that would ever know. But I feel 

as long as my prices don't go up 1 
reason to do that. It's a matter of 


extra cut on, even if I knew my custorners 
wouldn't be able to tell the I 
wouldn't be able to defend myself any- 
more, I'd feel too guilty. 

Hic Ties: What’ your opinion of the 


cally, there's two different kinds of cocaine. 
‘There's the more up, which usually has 
more of a smell, is more moist and has a 
kick when you first do it. Some people buy 
coke for that reason—the speedy rush— 
that's what's "good" to them. 

And then there's the other coke, that'snot 
speedy, which is what I like. Eventually, if 
you do enough of it, you will be more up 
from it than down. But the actual head is 
not speedy—it's more of a spaced-out-type 
head. Good coke shouldn't have to be coun- 
teracted by drinking or ‘ludes or grass. It 
should just be a good head in itself. But like 
I said, some people don’t want that—and 
those are the people who won't like what I 
think is good coke, because it’s not going to 
get them up. They're looking more for speed 
than they are for coke. And being that I 
always deal to the same people, everybody 
I sell to has now learned that they have to 
be accustomed to the mellow because I 
won't get the speedy. But it's weird, I still 
think some of my customers try and use my 
stuff the other way—you know, they'll do 
an entire gram quickly for that rush. If 


a little bit they'll get that same feeling. 
Hien Times: Do any of your clients show 
up at your place with a melt-point tester or 
whatever, and ask to test your grams? 
JACK: People used to come in and want to 
go through a Clorox test and would try to 
look and taste before they'd buy a half a 
gram. It really got ridiculous, because, first 
of all, most of the tests they were using 
were not going to be able to tell them a 
thing, Once in a while I'd even prove it to 
them. For example, someone liked kel only 
sparkle: I showed them 

thought was perfect and then peek to 
them how that was pure cut—even though 
it sparkled. Using a variety of cuts, there'sa 
way to get past every test you could think 
of. So I guess they just have to trust me. 
Also, considering it's only a gram, 1 don't 
think they have to try it-.-as if they were 
buying a larger amount. 

HIGH Times: Why don't you deal in ounces 


or kilos—you must have the opportunities? 
‘Jack: I've had the opportunities, but I just 
don't because the people I would have to get 
that weight from are people I wouldn't want 
to deal with. Financially, dealing weight 
doesn't work out much better either, be- 
cause the larger amounts you have to sell at 
a better price. Sure, in some respects, deal- 
ing ounces and kilos might be easier be- 
cause you don't have to see as many people, 
but most of the people I sell to are friends, 
so I would be seeing them anyway. Also, 
with weight you're faced with the prob- 
Jems of testing it and stuff like that. 
HiGH Times: You mean you don't test your 
coke before you buy it?! 
Jack: No, because I get it from one or two 
eoplethal Lassamne did that, andI prefer to 
+t them worry about it. I'm either told that 
it’s the same as the last time or it's better or 
it's not as good. I will get it and sell it before 
T have actually done it. I'm lucky because 
the few people I get from I trust completely. 
HIGH Times: What about the law—do you 
aon about getting busted? 
ie 
1H Tes Do you take any active pre- 
cautions? 
Jack: I try...well, I guess I don't, really. I 
assume that I'm somebody that even if the 
law knew about they wouldn't want to 
bother with, except in terms of who I knew. 
But even the person I knew wouldn't do 
them any good. The only real precaution 
T've taken is that I've eliminated dealing to 
anybody that's nota friend. Sol don't worry 
that they are going to call the police, but 
they may have big mouths and talk about it, 
So what I try todo now is keepit toa closed 
circle of people so that whoever knows, 
knows now, and past that it doesn't get out. 
And I make that clear, because if ever find 
out that one of my customers said some- 
thing to another person they'll never be 
able to call me again, 
HIGH Times: Exactly how far upare you in 
the (ee hierarchy? These people that 
‘re getting your coke from, are they the 
(ae bringing it into the country? 
Jack: No. I'm three people away from that. 
HIGH TIMES: Do you have any idea of the 
country of origin? 
Jack: No, I never ask. I've been told that 
the rocks are Peruvian and the flake is usu- 
ally Colombian or whatever—I really don't 
care. I never cared about where grass came 
from and I don't care about this either. 


okay. My only visual requirement is that it 
doesn't look too moist so it can go through 
the Deering, and that it's not too dense, 
because when people put a gram ina bottle 
they freak out if it doesn't fill it, and they 
assume it's short. So the things I look for 
have absolutely nothing to do with the 
quality, but are things that just make the 
selling of it more, you know— 

HIGH Times: Well, it sounds like you look 
for a uniformity. 

Jack: Right. That's exactly what I do. It's 
‘what I pride myself on. My stuff is always 
about the same. It's never bad andit's never 
going to be cut with something that's dis- 
gusting. It's never going to burn you and it’s 
never going to be too speedy. 

HiGH Times: Let's say you score some truly 
superior blow. Do you then call your cus- 
tomersand tell them youjust got something 
new in? 

Jack: No, because then I feel like I'm pu: 
‘ing it to people. Because they hadn't decid- 
ed they wanted to score that night but I'm 
calling them, enticing them to buy, It makes 
me feel guilty, so I'd rather wait until they 
call and ask me, And I tell everyone that. 1 


“Some of my customers bu 
from me once a week and for 


the life of me I can't figure why 
they're doing it.” 


problem. But as far as physically, anybody 
that's ever come here that I think is E 
it-someone who comes by here shaking 
from ‘ludes and does a whole gram because 
they're going to play tennis—I don't want to 
have anything to do with anymore. I don't 
want to feel guilty when they drop dead 
playing tennis. So, mostly, no one I sell to 
abuses it, Well, maybe on a weekend or a 
specific night, but notin the total thing. The 
people who call at four o'clock in the morn- 
ing and say it's an emergency and they 
need another two grams—that's ridiculous. 
Twon't deal with anyone like that, 

HIGH Times: One last question. You've 
been dealing eight years. During that time 
you must have seen countless people com- 
‘ing to you every week to buy cocaine. Why 
do you think they do it? 

Jack: Well, first off, when I was selling toa 
‘wider variety of people I saw it used ex- 
tensively within the business community. 
Coke is what people were getting as 
posed to liquor or something else. 

were even giving me business checks be- 
cause they considered it a business expense. 
But I don't sell to people in that situation. 


IN SEARCH OF THE 


See page 25 for 
National Legal Directory 


You say the boys from the narcotics task 
force kicked in your door at 3 A.M. and 
found a half a pound of cocaine in an oat- 
meal box on a shelf in your pantry? And 
the stuff was fronted to you only yester- 
day by an old cab-driving buddy who had 
just blown in from six months in Peru? 
And the guy who said he would buy most 
of it from you was standing in the door- 
way with a badge clipped to his collar 
when they hauled you away? And they're 
talking about 15 years, because you've still 
got that cultivation conviction on your 
record from the time you took the rap for 
Natasha in Boise? And the morning paper 
just called you "a suspected major figure 
in an international drug ring’? 
Is that what's troubling you, cousin? 
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A GUIDE TO YOUR QUEST FOR) 
THE PERFECT DOPE LAWYER| 


Well, straighten your spine and get to 
work! Decisions you make now could de 
termine whether you spend the next dec 
ade or so in polite society or locked up with 
criminals. You need a lawyer, someone 
who caresabout your plight, who will work 
hard for you and who won't charge you an 
arm anda leg—and maybea shoulder anda 
hip—for his services. If you have a cocaine- 
inflated ego, you might be thinking, "I can 
represent myself. After all, I have my best 
interests at heart. I'll work hard. And my 
rates are more than reasonable 

Forget it! It's trite but true: Anyone who 
handles his own legal defense has a fool for 
a client. Conducting your own court case 
on a criminal charge is like performing a 
vasectomy on yourself: The consequences 
of error can be severe and permanent. First 
rate attorneys do not defend themselves, 
and you shouldn't either. End of argument. 

Where does that leave you? In roughly 
the same predicament as the half million 
other Americans who will be busted for 
drug offenses this year: up shit creek flail: 
ing for a paddle. 


Here, then, for you and your 500,000 
fellow unfortunates, are some pointers on 
how to confront the problem of finding a 
decent lawyer, and some hints on what you 
can expect in your relationship with a legal 
representative. Some principles, you may 
be surprised to learn, apply whether your 
case involves tons of marimba or half a 
gram of nose candy 

It helps, of course, to have made some 
provision for legal defense before you got 
busted, but be warned: It is grounds for 
disbarment for an attorney to agree to de 
fend someone against potential charges that 
could arise out of "contemplated criminal 
acts.” There is nothing, though, to prevent 
anyone who expects he may be busted for 
certain past acts from seeking legal counsel 
and it is eminently legitimate for a private 
citizen to ask a lawyer if it would be all 
right to call on his services, should he ever 


find himself accused of a crime. This ar- 
rangement can be informal 
According to Alvin Michaelson 
geles criminal/drug attorney who has han: 
dled a number of major cases, "I get lots of 
calls from people who have gotten my 


a Los An. 


name from someone else and say to the 
authori that I'm their attorney and I 
know who they are, or I know friends of 
theirs. If they call and the police ask if I'm 
their attorney, of course I'm going to say 
yes, even though I have not been formally 
retained. 

If you've never been in this unpleas. 
ant situation before and never expected to 
be here, you probably have no standing 
relationship with a lawyer. In that case, 
it may be necessary to accept temporary 
counsel while you look for an attorney 
with whom you feel genuinely comfort 
able. Most judges realize the importance of 
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Hiring a big name 
to defenda 
conventional drug 
bust can be like 
buying designer 
work gloves. 


aa 


Michael Kennedy 


adequate representation and will grant you 
sufficient time to shop around a bit. If 
you're penniless, utterly penniless, you 
may have to make your peace with a public 
defender or a court-appointed attorney. 
This is not necessarily disastrous, but it is, 
as one public defender readily admitted, “a 
crap-shoot.” The lawyer assigned to you 
could be brilliant, mediocre or impossible, 
according to the luck of the draw. Public de- 
fenders are generally overworked with 
huge case loads and find it difficult to de- 
vote adequate time to any particular case. 
More often than not, i's worth the effort to 
scrounge up enough cash to choose your own 
advocate from the private sector. But use 
your head: If you've been handed a public 
defender who crackles with brilliance and 
likes your case, it clearly would be foolish 
to dump him, or her, in favor of some bar- 
gain-basement private practitioner. 

The obvious first step in your search for 
the lawyer you'll want to hire is to plugin to 
your personal grapevine. Check the word 
on the street. Find out who has a rep for 
honest and aggressive defense work in drug 
cases. But don't settle for pure scuttlebutt— 
there's a lot of gossip and misinformation 
loose in the world. Try to talk to someone 
who has had firsthand experience with any 
lawyer you're thinking of contacting 

Don't hesitate to call the National Organi- 
zation for the Reform of Marijuana Laws 
((202] 223-3170) and get their take on the 
attorneys in your part of the country. In the 
backlash 1980s, NORML has retrenched 
and has extremely limited resources. Un- 
less the outcome of your case is likely to 
havea truly profound impact on thousands 
of other cases, they will not become direct- 


ly involved, but they can be helpful. In fact, 
NORML’ healthiest asset these days is 
its national network of defense lawyers. 
Dope attorneys, under escalating attack 
themselves from narcs and prosecutors, are 
banding together for mutual protection asa 
professional community. Their ties have 
been strengthened through NORML's con- 
stantly expanding semiannual legal confer- 
ences overseen by activist lawyers like San 
Francisco's Mike Stepanian and San Anto- 
nio's Gerry Goldstein. 

Virtually all of the lawyers that will be 
mentioned here are at least peripherally 
linked to the NORML fraternity. Many of 
them are widely respected and command 
high fees, but they are not inaccessible. 
Dominic Gentile, a former associate dean 
of the National College of Criminal Defense 
who pilots a drug defense-oriented crimi- 
nal practice out of Las Vegas, offers this ad- 
vice: "The fact that you can't afford the guy 
that you want doesn't mean you shouldn't 
call him. I don’t know any lawyers that 
charge for a first interview. Oh, Ido know 
some, but they're assholes.” 

Gentile insists that no NORML-affiliated 
attorney, no matter how great his standard 
fee, “would ever turn an inquiry away 
without doing everything in his power to 
get that person a lawyer he could afford and 
that would do a good job for him.” Further- 
more, says Gentile, he and his esteemed col- 
leagues would assist any attorney to whom 
they referred a case by sharing relevant 
briefs or whatever insight they might have 
into the case. This conviction is echoed by 
both Joe Oteri, who has defended numer- 
ous major smuggling cases out of his Bos- 
ton-based firm, and Mike Stepanian 

They may be overestimating the generos- 
ity of some of their cohorts—or their co- 
horts’ secretaries—but the kind of referral 
Gentile is talking about can work to good 
effect, especially if it comes from a nation- 
ally known attorney. Lawyers tend to be 
status conscious. A relative unknown, re- 
ceiving a case from someone he looks up to 
in the professional hierarchy, may work ex 
tra hard to impress his prestigious superior. 

There is always, too, the thin possibility 
that a major firm will take your case for 
little or nothing. Most firms do some work 
pro bono publico "for the public good’). That 
means they take on the case not for the fee, 
but for the benefit of the community. "If it's 
the right factual case, where we figure we 
could make classic law with it,” says Gen- 
tile, “we'll keep the case ourselves rather 
than fuck up the law.” What he means is 
that the circumstances of the particular 
case may be such that, handled properly, 
they could establish a good precedent for 
subsequent cases. Conversely, mishandled, 
it could "make bad law,’ or set a precedent 
that would make defense work even more 
difficult than it already is. As a prospective 
client, you have no way of knowing wheth- 
er you have a case of that significance un- 
less you consult a lawyer whois sensitive to 


the issues at stake. 

Bruce Margolin, a Los Angeles drug spe- 
cialist affiliated with NORML from itsearli- 
est years, recalls, for instance, taking the 
pro bono appeal of a 17-pound marijuana 
case just because a ‘particular right-wing 
judge had abused the case with a particular- 
ly outrageous decision. “Sometimes you just 
feel somebody has to do something,” says 
Margolin. A principled response can some- 
times help keep not only wrong-headed 
judges at bay, but overzealous prosecutors 
and cops as well, 

Gerry Goldstein warns that attorneys 
can be too technical in their decisions on 
which cases to handle pro bono: "A doctor 
sees an interesting appendix after he opens 
up the patient; he doesn't see all the blood 
and guts. A lawyer sees an interesting issue 
ina terrible fact situation.” Evaluating cases 
in a purely legalistic framework, he fears, 
sometimes blinds good lawyers to humani- 
tarian questions. 

Joe Oteri admits that the possible prece- 
dent value of a case is "sometimes a consid- 
eration,” but says the key issue for him and 
many other effective defensive attorneysis: 
"Is this person a decent human being who's 
getting screwed?" 

But don’t be seduced by a few declara- 
tions of conscience. Not all reputable mem- 
bers of the defense bar do charity work. 
And, regardless of anyone's high-minded 
pronouncements, the odds are very much 
against your securing top-level representa- 
tion if you can't pay the price; there are just 
too many people knocking at the doors of 
the best advocates. 

Most likely, you'll have to find a criminal 
attorney in your geographical area who 
hasn't been around long enough to be estab- 
lished as a heavyweight—someone young, 
idealistic and energetic who perhaps has 
some politics. Michael Kennedy, another 
tribal elder among dope lawyers, recom- 
mends you choose “someone who's politi- 
cally active with a liberal or Left-liberal 
outlook.” The politics of some first-rate 
drug lawyers, though, consists of nothing 
more than a fierce bias in favor of the 
underdog. Gentile, for one, claims to be 
completely apolitical, but believes in the 
renegade hero. “Today's outlaw,’ he ob- 
serves, “is yesterday's rugged individualist.” 

There are thousands of middle-level, 
moderately priced lawyers available with 
experience in drug cases. The vast majority 
of them can conduct a perfectly adequate 
defense for a conventional dealer-level bust. 
Their fees are lower than the big names’, 
and they are usually more liberal about 
deferred-payment arrangements. A lawyer 
from this category can be a wise choice 
even if you have the bucks to hirea star: An 
attorney who is known to handle multiton 
cases brings his reputation with him into 
the courtroom, especially if he has restrict- 
ed his practice to front-page federal cases 
and seldom sets foot in state court. 

Richard Potak is a San Francisco lawyer 
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running what he calls a “midrange” prac- 
tice. He has handled a large number of cul- 
tivation cases, likes the character of the 
clients and throws himself into his work 
with a zealousness that has sometimes won 
him contempt citations. He is an earnest 
promoter of practitioners like himself who 
do not command high fees but serve their 
clients conscientiously. “With someone in 
between, you get more for your money," he 
argues. Certainly it’s true that hiring a big 
name to defend a conventional drug bust 
can be like buying designer work gloves. 

Of course, if money isno object, you may 
want to hunt for a firm with special exper- 
tise in cases like yours. If you feel you've 
been entrapped by the feds, for instance, 
you may want to talk with Allan Ackerman 
in Chicago. While many lawyers are fatal: 
istic about the prospects of an entrapment 
defense in the federal courts, where deci 
sions have tended to narrow the scope of its 
application, Ackerman still sees entrap- 
mentasa viable approach and he has won a 
number of acquittals in those cases. If you 
are facing cultivation charges in California 
you might contact Susan Jordan in Ukiah, 
an expert in the nuances of grower defense 
in the sinsemilla belt. If you've been popped 
for paraphernalia and want to confront the 
law itself, you might tap Jim Smith in Den- 
ver, who has pressed innovative constitu- 
tional challenges to roach-clip statutes in at 
least six states, Some firms are adept with lab 
cases, others with search and seizure on the 
high seas, etc., etc. By the same token, of 
course, there are lawyers who will not touch 
a heroin case or a PCP case. You have to 
make your own inquiries. And remember, 
people mentioned in this story are only ex- 
amples. There are numerous excellent firms 
handling drug cases throughout the country. 

If you're particularly well heeled, you 
may want to engage a team of lawyers. An 
upscale importation-distribution case could 
involve all the partners of a major firm or 
the cooperative efforts of attorneys from 
different firms. An experienced dope prac: 
titioner knows how and with whom he 
works best. 

Several firms in the upper realm of drug 
law have also taken to installing legal com- 
puters in their offices, and you may want 
the representation of a lawyer with this 
available resource. Linked up with legal 
publishing houses, and multiply cross-ref- 
erenced, these machines are a fount of in- 
stant research into up-to-date case law on 
any issue. They've proven invaluable in 
both the motion and trial stages of drug 
cases. Joel Hirschhorn, who isa sole practi- 
tioner with only one associate, refers to his 
Westlaw computer as a member of the 
firm. In praise of his associate the machine, 
Hirschhorn gushes, "There is something 
impressive about being able to... Well, if 
Tmarguing a case before a federal judge, I'l 
punch that judge's name into the computer 
and get the latest case he’s handled on that 
very point. That kind of preparation and 


presentation can only earn you respect in a 
judge's eyes. He sits up and listens.” 

When you finally interview a potential 
defender, engage your full intelligence and 
ask the necessary questions. Too often, pro- 
spective clients shut down their critical 
faculties when surrounded by framed doc- 
uments and oak furniture. Remember, you 
are thinking of hiring this person, not vice 
versa. The choice of who will represent you 
before the bar of justice is immensely more 
important to you than it is to him or her. 

Observe how the lawyer listens to you 
Take note of whether he or she is paying 
close attention to your narration of the bust 
and how it went down. In most drug cases, 
the details of how the government devel- 
oped its case and executed its search, sei- 
zure and arrest will determine the strength 
of your defense. An attorney who is too 
busy giving you a spiel to listen to your 
story is not putting himself in the best posi- 
tion to assess your chances in court. 

But perhaps the most important single 
factor in your decision to hire or keep an 
attorney is basic rapport. Mike Stepanian 
calls it “the Waaa." If your case does go to 
trial, your lawyer's success in the court- 
room will depend on his ability to portray 
you to a jury as a sympathetic human be- 
ing. Most trial lawyers concede that the 
more deeply they feel rapport with a client 
the more effective they will be in court. 
“You can tap into the NORML network 
and get somebody, but the guy can still be 
an asshole,’ Stepanian cautions. "We can 
make mistakes. The guy might not like 
your case, may think you're a jerk, may not 
like the way you look. Forget it! He must 
feel for you. He must want to work for you. 
You must have vibes. You must have the 
Waaaaa! 

Bear in mind that virtually all respectable 
drug lawyers are adamant about certain 
professional standards. They say any attor- 
ney who promises that he will get you off, or 
who offers to set up a contingency fee ar- 
rangement ($2,000 if we lose, $5,000 if we 
win), or who says he can cut you a wonder- 
ful deal if you turn informant is to be avoid- 
ed like herpes. He probably does not know 
his business, and certainly does not have 
your best interests at heart. 

‘The informant issue is crucial. The offi- 
cial policy of the NORML National Legal 
Committee is that no private attorney iden- 
tified with NORML will represent an in- 
formant, encourage a client to become an 
informant or continue to represent a client 
if he or she does become an informant. To 
protect themselves ethically they inform a 
prospective client of this before they take a 
case. Individual lawyers have a variety of 
reasons for supporting this policy. 

Michael Kennedy: "When I represent 
someone, I'm trying, within the perimeters 
of the law, to improve his position, and I 
happen to think that a lawyer who repre- 
sents a snitch, or causes an individual to 
become an informant, isnot improving that 


Don't expect your 
attorney to get 
high with you and 
don't imagine that 
he'll accept 
payment in drugs. | 


| 


Allan Ackerman 


person's position, but making it worse." (Be- 
coming an informant, for instance, can 
make you a slave of the narcotics cops and/ 
or endanger your life.) 

Gerry Goldstein: "Not only do I not want 
to represent somebody like that, I'm poorly 
equipped to, I was trained as an advocate. I 
was trained to be a lawyer ina courtroom. I 
don't know how to help people lie. I've 
never had any experience with a cooperat- 
ing witness who really wanted to fully 
cooperate and tell the whole truth, My ex- 
perience has been that the lawyer finds 
himself in the compromising position of 
helping the client tell what is necessary to 
get his deal without having to go beyond 
that. I presume there are lawyers who used 
todo government service, or other individ- 
uals, who are in a position to properly assist 
them in cooperating. And these lawyers are 
ready, willing and able to charge more than 
ample fees to provide that service to them." 

Mike Stepanian: “Scumbags! The gov: 
ernment is creating an informant society.” 

Joel Hirschhorn: “The business of in: 
forming violates my personal values and 
ethics, but frankly, the government may be 
able to put a witness into the federal wit- 
ness protection program, or the state may 
provide some form of protection for a wit- 
ness, but there's no one to protect me or my 
family. If I represent someone who winds 
up cooperating with the government, winds | | 
up testifying against various people, who's 
going to protect us?” 

So what happens next? You have found 
Mr. (6r Ms.) Right, someone you can afford 
—or who will do your case for little or 
nothing—someone who you feel is compe- 
tent and honest and with whom you have 
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the Waaa. What can you expect from this 
noble champion? 

Your lawyer's first task—after making 
sure you are released for the least possible 
bail—isa thorough investigation of the facts, 
of your case. If he tries to sell you a plea 
bargain before inquiring into the events 
leading up to the charges, he is probably 
doing you a disservice. Allan Ackerman 
recalls winning the suppression of “a large 
amount of cocaine" as evidence, and the 
dismissal of charges against his client, be- 
cause he “took the time and trouble to go 
down and look at the place in the airport 
where my client was stopped.” A judge 
agreed with Ackerman that, because there 
was no exit from the alcove where the stop 
| was made, except in the direction of the 
narcotics agents, the defendant reasonably 
believed he was in their custody and could 
|] not have freely consented to the search. 
Such detail consciousness on the part of 
defense attorneys has pulled many a drug 
defendant out of the fire. 

Where there are numerous defendants or 
a grand conspiracy alleged, a case can re- 
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says he can cut you 
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you turn 
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quire large-scale investigation over a broad 
‘geographical area. Sometimes teams of in- 
vestigators must be hired, and the effort 
can become quite pricey. The majority of 
people snagged in this sort of case can ab- 
sorb the cost, but minnows are sometimes 
netted with sharks, and poor clients are at a 
definite disadvantage when an extensive 
investigation is crucial to an effective de- 
fense. Lawyers working for low fees or pro 
bono are reluctant to begin pouring their 
own money into a case. Ironically, public 


defenders sometimes have greater access 
to investigative resources, through public 
funds, than do private attorneys. 

There are usually several additional jobs 
to be done before you cop a plea or go to 
trial, Most of them involve motions: mo- 
tions to dismiss, motions for discovery (the 
acquisition of documents from all relevant 
government agencies} and so on. Most crit- 
ical, though, are the Fourth Amendment 
motions, the ones aimed at suppressing 
evidence (more often than not the dope] 
because of an illegal search. In the vast 
majority of drug cases, suppression mo- 
tions are filed, even though they are rarely 
granted. (Alvin Michaelson says he once 
appeared before a federal judge in Fresno 
“who, in twenty-two years on the bench, 
had never granted a single motion to sup- 
press.") They are filed not only because of 
the slight possibility of wiping out the gov- 
ernment's case with a single stroke, but 
because they can serve other, subtler pur- 
poses as well: They can compel the govern: 
ment to reveal more of its case before trial; 
they can create issues that can be used 


Courtroom Style 


In his Las Vegas office, Dominic Gentile 
displays a cobra and mongoose literally 
frozen (freeze-dried by a taxidermist) at 
the brink of mortal combat. This primor- 
dial rivalry is Gentile's personal allegory 
for the courtroom contest. He identifies 
with the mongoose. “They are natural en- 
emies; they fight to the death,” he says. 
“The mongoose is not immune tothe ven- 
om of the cobra, and he only gets one 
shot. Society looks down its nose at the 
mongoose—it'sa rodent. But people think 
the cobra is beautiful; they make belts 
and things out of its skin. It's frightening 
thing, but they see it as beautiful. And 
people think that the government is beau- 
tiful, but it’s not beautiful when you are 
the mongoose and it is the cobra, and it is 
going to kill you.” 

Defense lawyers love metaphors like 
that. They point up the inescapable irony 
that a court of law, architecturally and 
procedurally designed for the civilized 
resolution of legal questions, intended 
to be sterile of baser human impulses, 
becomes in practice a primitive battle- 
ground. Ultimately, two people, proven 
in intelligence, cunning and craft, must 
‘contend for the right to lead 12 souls 
through a jungle of facts and law to the 
peaceful community of Justice and Order. 
‘The battle for the right to command must 
be ruthless, for each competitor is con- 
vinced he knows the only proper course, 
and the forest is fraught with perils. 

‘The defense lawyer always enters this 
arena as the underdog, since the govern- 
ment’s win rate remains well above 90 
percent. The prosecutor comes armed 
with the authority, the assumed rectitude 


and the awesome investigative resources 
of the state. The defense attorney, partic- 
ularly in a drug case, represents someone 
the citizens of the jury are predisposed to 
see as a threat to the very fabric of decent 
society. If the defense counsel is to trans- 
form his stigmatized client into a relative 
innocent in the eyes of the jury, he must 
first establish himself as the worthiest pro- 
ponent of justice in the room. To move a 
jury to accept, care for and literally come 
to the defense of the accused, a lawyer 
must have command of more than logic 
and law—he must have the power to 
touch and alter the hearts and minds of 
ordinary folks. Different trial attorneys 
conjure this magic in different ways: 
‘*Michael Kennedy tries a great many cases, 
10 to 20 year. He is frequently hired by 
other law firms tostep into the lead roleas 
atrial begins. Members of the other firms 
‘or his own associates do pretrial tasks: 
motions, research, etc.; Kennedy occu- 
pies the spotlight when the curtain goes 
up. “Dignity” and "scholarship" are the 
prime virtues he wants the judge and jury 
to perceive in him. Tall and patriarchal in 
bearing, he strives to project the very light 
of Western civilization through his tor- 
toise-shell glasses. Trial work, he readily 
acknowledges, is ‘‘improvisational the- 
ater” and requires theatrical techniques. 
Humor must be employed at crucial mo- 
ments to relax a jury, and a dramatic 
structure should be imposed on the entire 
trial as well as on its individual scenes. 
One of the most difficult scenes to con- 
struct, Kennedy points out, is the cross- 
examination of a hostile witness, for such 
actors are often trying toadhere toa script 
of their own. 

“If one viewed it in terms of geometry,” 


Kennedy explains, "what I'm trying to 
create is a pyramid with all the facts and 
law forming the base, and the drama of 
the presentation raising the level of the 
structure." Ideally, in the end, all of the el- 
ements rise and converge to one small 
space where, at the climax, the capstone 
of the defense argument is laid. 
*Gerry Goldstein, like Kennedy, is profes- 
sorial and erudite, but maintains a folksy 
undertone. He speaks ina rapid-fire Texas 
twang that is somehow never hurried or 
imprecise. His appearance is unimposing 
—he's shortish and round faced—but the 
apparent confidence of his gaze and step 
give him an air of a man completely in 
charge. Goldstein isa master of the unpre- 
tentious bon mot and an alert student of 
jury psychology. He calls his cautious ap- 
proach to cross-examination "Goldstein's 
chickenshit method." Its object is to ex- 
tract from a witness only what is crucial 
to the defense argument—and not one 
syllable more. To go further, Goldstein 
warns, is to invite disastrous testimony 
against one's client. “Tiptoe through that 
orchard,” he advises his colleagues, “pluck 
that ripe fruit from the tree and run away.” 
If this sometimes leaves bits of evidence 
only partially explained to the jury, so 
be it; some work must be left for the 
defense attorney's greatest potential al- 
ly, “the guilty-room lawyer.” In law-and- 
order Texas, Goldstein explains, the jury 
room is aptly called the "guilty room.’ 
‘The guilty-room lawyer is that "intellec- 
tual” juror who will take pleasure in out- 
lining the subtler points of the defense to 
his less-astute fellow panelists. 
But notall courtroom attorneys come off 
as intellectuals. Boston's Joe Oteri prides 
himself on his “Italian street kid" back- 
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later in pursuing an appeal; and they can 
strengthen the hand of the defense in plea 
bargaining. 

The suppression motion is the most po- 
tent tool in the dope lawyer's arsenal. Drug 
defenders trade suppression yarns the way 
big-game hunters tell of their best kills. 
Winning with a suppression motion seems 
to be more fun for them than winning at 
trial. It's like that swift kick to the groin that 
ends a fight before the bully has a chance to 
throw his first punch. If your lawyer doesn't 
even consider filing a suppression motion 
‘on your behalf, perhaps you ought to think 
about finding another legal representative: 
He's ignoring what most veteran drug law- 
yers consider “the key.” 

If you're lucky and your lawyer wins a 
crucial motion for you, the balance could 
shift in your favor. Your case might even be 
dismissed or the charges dropped. The over- 
whelming probability, though, is that the 
motion stage will be completed, the hear- 
ings will end and you will plead guilty to 
something. At any time up to an actual trial 
date, a plea bargain can be struck, but, in 


Be wary of an 
attorney who is too 
busy giving you a 
spiel to listen to 

your story. 


most instances, your attorney will prefer to 
postpone the bargain for as long as possible, 
since most of his pretrial work is aimed at 
weakening the prosecutor's bargaining po- 
sition. He will chip away at every conceiv- 
able weakness in the government's case, 
hoping to make his opponent less certain of 
atrial victory and more prone toa favorable 
deal, Factors other than the strength of the 
prosecutor's case can also influence the bar- 
gaining. The government may soften its 
position if it becomes obvious that in order 


towin a conviction they will have toexpose 
a valued informant. In some cases, there is 
also a stamina factor: Prosecutors can sim- 
ply be worn down by the constant flood of 
motions and procedural delays, The prose- 
cuting attorney may simply be overworked 
and desperate to clear his calendar. Your 
lawyer's satisfaction, when it isall over, will 
be that he has cut the best deal for you that 
the system would allow. 

Another means your lawyer may employ 
to make sure you won't have to serve heavy 
time is “rehabilitation.” Alan Ellis and Bob 
Fogelnest (Ellis, the scholar; Fogelnest, the 
courtroom personality) stress this technique 
in their Pennsylvania practice based in 
Philadelphia. According to Ellis, "The day a 
client walks into our office, we are thinking 
about the possibility that he's going to have 
to come up for sentencing. We get him into 
a treatment program if he has a drug prob- 
lem. We get him involved in performing 
community service, and we delay the case. 
We keep him on the street while we're 
rehabilitating him, so that at the time of 

continued on next page 


ground and his heartfelt identification 
with a client's plight. His partner, Martin 
Weinberg, whom Oteri calls “a goddamn 
genius,” does most of the conceptual and 
scholarly work behind the scenes. Oteri 
claims a special rapport with juries. “May- 
be because I'm not as bright asa lot of the 
genius lawyers in this business, I don't 
have any trouble relating to them [ju- 
ries],” he speculates. Though he can spew 
righteous indignation with the best, Oteri 
tries what he calls “a happy case," be- 
cause “juries are reluctant to convict in a 
happy atmosphere.” So he jokes with the 
judge and the prosecutor to keep the 
mood of the trial buoyant, but that toocan 
be a Trojan horse: Oteri brags, "I like to 
think I could cut your throat with a smile, 
and you'd never know what happened 
until you shook your head.” 

‘Allan Ackerman, from Chicago, also tries 
tokeep ajury inits best humor, but unlike 
teri he is soft-spoken and radiates appar- 
ently genuine humility. He insists, for in- 
stance, on attributing most of his court- 
room victories to “luck.” His persona is 
the antithesis of what might be expected 
from someone who has defended numer- 
ous individuals the government likes to 
call mafiosi. The Lieutenant Columbo of 
the defense bar, he has broken pencils, 
stumbled over chairs and spilled his notes, 
just to establish a common bond of hu- 
‘manity with jurors. But he’s no klutz: He 
does his own scholarship, reading and 
cataloging more than a thousand pages of 
recent case law a week. Reared in one of 
the rougher neighborhoods of the Windy 
City’s Near North Side, he boasts of a gift 
for “feeling in my guts” a defendant's 
emotions and motives, and transmitting 
that empathy to a jury. 


‘In the courtroom or on the sidewalk, San 
Francisco's Mike Stepanian wields corpo- 
real presence, An Armenian Kojak with 
hair, he has fire in his eyes and power in 
his stride. He takes pride in his skill at in- 
stantly “reading” people: jurors, witnes- 
ses, clients, etc. Just how fast is he? "The 
fastest. They say the fastest," Stepanian 
replies with characteristic modesty. His 
natural flamboyance is tempered by wit, 
warmth and charm. It's easy to imagine a 
band of early humans draped in animal 
skins gladly following him from water 
hole to hunting ground, and lining up be- 
hind him when the saber-toothed tiger ap- 
proaches. People do sometimes fear him: 
A federal prosecutor in California once 
complained that he had great difficulty 
holding the attention of a judge or jury 
‘with Stepanian in the room. "He just rolls 
his eyes,” the prosecutor moaned, “and 
they lose track of what I'm saying.” 
*Stepanian's friend and fellow Bay Area 
defense lawyer J. Tony Serra is ethically, if 
not ideologically, a Marxist. He handles 
many political cases along with his drug 
practice. He believes his greatest strength 
with a jury lies in his ability to “manifest 
controlled outrage." He explains, “I have 
outrage; I control it through semantic 
skills.” Does he ever have to pretend that 
indignation? "No, I never fake it. Never! I 
feel the fuckin’ outrage! If I have any 
niche, that's it. I'm not brilliant, I'm not a 
great writ writer, I'm not a great strategist.” 
Serra’s presence must be disarming to 
juries; he simply doesn’t look like a law- 
yer. His clothing could be a déclassé par- 
‘ody of the traditional professional garb, 
and his waistlength, graying hair sug- 
gests that he might be more at home in a 
tepee than in a court of law. But he wins 


cases—perhaps because his manner and 
appearance disturb the judicial facade 
and help expose the underlying human is- 
sues in a trial. Pressed, Serra admits, “I'm 
interested in justice, not the law.” 


‘So what do all these divergent person- 
alities have in common? Obviously, they 
all represent highly competitive egos, 
schooled in court procedures and skilled 
in interrogation and argument, but, more 
important, each of them has discovered 
and cultivated in himself that constella- 
tion of characteristics that attracts the 
faith of others. At his best, he has the cun- 
ning of a swindler, the ruthlessness of an 
assassin, the tactical intelligence of a 
chess master and the fervent desire of a 
lover at the threshhold. He must be at 
times: dramatist, comedian, orator and 
poet; social scientist, psychologist and 
philosopher. 

But all of that is just glitter and paint if 
the groundwork has not been done. Law- 
yers who have made names for them- 
selves as courtroom heroes usually de- 
pend on people with less public talents to 
put them in the limelight. Oteri has his 
‘Martin Weinberg; Stepanian has an asso- 
ciate, Linda Leavitt; Kennedy has assis- 
tants in New York and San Francisco— 
they research the law, investigate the facts 
and allow the standard-bearer to enter the 
courtroom confident and prepared. Law- 
yers like Ackerman, who do their own re- 
search, end up trying only three or four 
cases a year, because that'sall there's time 
for. Personal charisma ina trial only mat- 
ters when all other factors are balanced 
equally. A well-prepared wimp can crush 
any Clarence Darrow who has not done 
his homework.—B.L. 
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IN SEARCH OF THE WAAA 


continued from preceding page 


sentencing it is as difficult as possible for a 
judge to stick this guy in jail.” 

If you persist in claiming innocence and 
proceed to trial, a whole new world awaits, 
one of enormous complexity that will have 
to wait for another story and another time 

But there is another dimension to all that 
has happened so far and all that can happen 
in a trial. The best lawyers are always 
thinking on two levels: the present issue 
and how it will be resolved, and the same 
issue as it will look later to an appellate 
court. Many trials, particularly in federal 
court, are undertaken only to preserve the 
record and allow for an appeal. Often an 
attorney can do his client a great service by 
keeping him on the street until the appeal 
process is exhausted. 

Prosecutors cry foul, but this aspect of 
the defense is a subtle art, Victor Sherman, 
of Nasatir, Sherman and Hirsch, probably 
the largest criminal defense firmin L.A., ¢ 
plains: “There are two ways to approach a 
case, One way is to take the factsas they are 


and work within them. The other is where 
the minute you get the case you try to 
create facts from a procedural point of 
view. The good lawyers try to create the 
situations that will allow for procedural er 
rors, You give the proseculorsevery chance 
to overreach, the judge every chance to 
commit error.” Michael Nasatir adds, "Of 
course, if the courts are perfectly fair and 
follow all the procedures, you'll have noth- 
ing to talk about on appeal, but many, many 
times you find that they are unfair. 

So there it is, You're ready to seek out the 
best legal advocate possible for your special 
needs, your guide and protector through 
the labyrinth known as the criminal justice 
system. One final warning: Don't expect 
your attorney to get high with you—that 
might happen, but don't expect it, And don't 
imagine that he will accept payment in 
drugs. Narcs have sought vengeance 
against effective dope lawyers through the 
use of informants posing as clients, and at- 
torneys are alert to such chicanery. Pulling 
out your bundle of Peruvian flake in the 
sanctum of your lawyer's office can utterly 
destroy the Waaa, | 


Busts Abroad 

Finding good representation outside the 
United States can be a nightmare. The In- 
ternational Legal Defense Counsel, based 
in Pennsylvania, specializes in providing 
legal help to people arrested or imprisoned 


in other countries. They locate competent, 
honest foreign attorneys and monitor their 
performance, employing the services of 
seven reputable American lawyers expe- 
rienced in drug cases. ILDC can be reached 
by calling (215) 545-2428. 
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traveler had salvaged one respectable rock 
from a going-ouLof-business sale, and it 
was a beauty. Not merely in its physical ap- 
pearance—that translucent, opalescent 
deliquescent glow of milky crystalline 
splendor. 

But it was a beauty in the benevolence of 
s effects. Just a tiny bit, a few snowflake- 
sd crystals scraped from the surface, w: 
enough to puta congenial group of two cou- 
ples in a warm, entranced, enchanted, up- 
lifted state of mind for hours. 
| We weren't wired—we were aglow. I re- 
member afier one evening being filled with 
a mounting sense of altruistic benevolence. 
I didn't want to make a million bucks, be- 
come famous for 15 minutes or fuck Linda 
Ronstadt (okay, maybe a little), 

What I remember saying—and I know it 
| sounds foolish now, but it was a pleasant, 
nonmegalomaniacal, good-hearted foolish- 
| ness—what I remember saying is, "Hey, 
let's solve the problems of the world,” 

Come to think of it, it does sound a trifle 
megalomaniacal, but al the time it came 
from a truly warm sense that the intelli- 
gence and innate goodness of human 
ture could be focused on ending wars, help: 
ing the suffering, bringing the blessings of 
liberty to a world enslaved by hunger and 
oppression. 

It was a rebirth, a blossoming of that 
naive American optimism that the world 
did not have to be condemned toan endless 
round of tragedy and futility, that with the 
energy of good feeling something could be 
done to spread the blessedness we all felt to 
others. 

That's how real coke makes you feel 

| Sure it's a delusion. As you may have no- 

| iced, we didn’t exactly solve all the prob: 
lems of the world in the years since then, 
and the magic rock is now a memory, But 
somehow I have an occasional and delusive 
feeling that if that particular Peruvian labo- 
ratory were still going, if there were more 
of those magic rocks where they came from, 
things might have turned out differently. 

| So that’s how tojudge coke. If, aftera tiny 

| snort, you want to devote your life to world 
peace, join Mother Teresa in her mission to 
the lepers, cure cancer, promote racial un- 
derstanding, then you've got the real thing, 

If not, you've probably got just another 

white powdered coke imposter, Some dumb 

diet drug for pathetic fat people, masquer- 
ading as the aristocrat of pleasures. Forget 
it. Its not worth it. There is no real coke 
anymore. The only “real thing’ isa syrupy 

cola drink, and even that will give you a 
| more genuine high than the botched and bo- 
gus stuff that's sold as cocaine these days. 

And don't let anyone talk you into trying 
freebase on the argument that ifs the real 
thing until you've seen the Richard Pryor 
Live on Sunset Strip movie, If you still wan! to 
do it after that, you're on your own. I prefer 
cremation after death myself. 


| 


WCE 


Beloved Fidel 
Ordains New Five- 
Year Narcotics 
Scheme 


*COMMANDER IN Chief Fidel Castro, speaking at the an- 
nual rally of the People, Party and Revolutionary Govern- 
ment in Revolution Square in Havana, boldly announced a 
five-year scheme to commander the entire Caribbean nar- 
cotics traffic. “In this way, we will not merely subvert and 
poison the youth of the imperialist, warmongering United 
States, just ninety miles to our north,” the Beloved Fidel 
pledged to the assembled heads of the Party, the mass organ: 
izations and the Revolutionary Government, “but we will 
turn a pretty peso as well. Ha-ha’ 

Already the Revolutionary Armed Forces have succeeded 
in routing all narcotics produced out of South America 
through Cuba, the Commander in Chief proudly boasted. 
“But this is merely to make our Revolutionary island indis- 
pensable to the marihuana, cocaine and Quaalude producers 
of the South American mainland,” Fidel explained, “and to 
deceitfully gain their trust. The next thrust in our evolving 
dialectic of confrontation with the imperialist U.S. warmon- 
gers will be to boost production of these narcoties within the 
Revolutionary homeland itself. Ultimately, Revolutionary 
narcotics will entirely replace these capitalist narcotics, and 
our stranglehold on the Caribbean narcotics trade will insure 
that all profits go to the People, the Party and the Revolutionary 
Government, and be employed in proletarian solidarity with 
our brothers and sisters who conduct subversive terrorist ac- 
tivities in every country throughout the hemisphere. Ha-ha!” 


HEROINE OF THE REVOLUTION 


OFFICIAL ORGAN OF THE CENTRAL 
COMMITTEE OF THE RED 
COMMUNIST PARTY OF CUBA 


Littered conference table in the Cuban Institute of Friendship with 
the Peoples bears mute testimony to the many hours spent by the 
Beloved Fidel and his top aides, developing the new Five-Year Nar 
cotics Scheme. 


Enthusiastic as usual, the masses assemble in Revolution Square 
for the 22nd Annual Party Congress of the Central Committee 
of the Communist Party of Cuba (CCPC). Not for nothing do they 
call it a Party. H-ha! 
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DRUGS And SEX, COCAINE SMOKING, HALLUCINO- 
GENIC PLANTS Of SOUTH AMERICA - - - All this and 
more with a 1982 subscription to the quarterly 
JOURNAL OF PSYCHOACTIVE DRUGS 
Dependable, Authoritative, Current Research, International 
in scope, Straight information, Widely recognized 

CO Please send additional information. 

CO) 1982 Subscription to the JOURNAL Of PSYCHO- 
ACTIVE DRUGS @ $40/calendar year each in North 
America, check or money order enclosed. 

JOURNAL Of PSYCHOACTIVE DRUGS 
409 Clayton St., San Francisco, CA 94117 
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For 'You! 


Show your support for domestic 
agriculture. A big, beautiful, juicy 
BUD in full color ‘on 100% cotton 
T-shirt. Available in white, It. blue, 
tan, yellow; S, M, L, XL. Send $7 + 
$1 shipping & handling (Calif. resi- 
dents add 6%) to: 

MAHA PRODUCTIONS. 

1812 S. Beverly Glen, Suite 2 
Los Angeles, CA. 90025 


Allow 4-6 weeks for delvery, 


DRIVERS LICENSE 
Quality! 
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Fun at parties & clubs! 
(Novelty) Any name, age 
or state 


GUARANTEED 3 HOUR 
PROCESSING 


For Fast Service 
send complete 
description 
(with or without photo) 
To: Royalco #HT9 
Box 74977 
OKC, OK 73147 


TROY’S 
LIMOUSINE 
SERVICE 


© We understand your needs, 
and service all Southern 
California airports. 


© Personalized & discreet 
service guaranteed. 
We are noted for 
exceptional a. or pu. 
business or pleasure needs. 


‘© Choose from our vast 
variety of custom limos. 
Let us take CARE of you, 
be good to yourself. 
Enjoy complimentary 
music & champagne 
on us—just mention 
this ad for 10% discount. 


© Call (213) 391-5671 


25 HOURS A DAY 
365 DAYS A YEAR 


Consider the powerful 
effects of drugs. Why use 

your body as a testing 

ground for substances 

you may know nothing 

Y U T about? It makes no 

E LLY everything you can before 
UNDERSTAND taking it. The facts could 


legal or illegal, for 
jedicinal use or for 
recreation—you owe it to 
yourself to learn 


difference if a drug is 
save your life. 


(A public service messa 


from the editors of High Times magazine) 


Put your personal message in High Times 


* Love Notes 
* Harvest 
Announcements 


* Birthdays 
* Anniversar 
* Long Lost F 


nds 


fk For as little as $40 you can 
send your message to over 2 
million people. Surprise your 
friends and loved ones with a 
personal note or greeting. See 
page 89 for order blank. 


Kurt Priebe, Headmaster 
‘You too can be a magazine reporter! 
fun! It’s easy! All you have to do is send 


1It's 


Hicu Tomes, 17 West Sieh Steet, New 
York, NY 10023. 


ROCK CRYSTAL INCENSE 
$4.95/2.5 gr. 


Contains Procaine HCL. WARNING: If inhaled 
OF ingested, may cause stimulation, 
‘excitement, of other toxic reaction. Not 
intended for drug use. Void Where Prohibited By Law 


MORNING GLORY SEEDS 


Ihe Untimate ULTRACAINE 
$9.95/1 gr. 


OPIUM POPPY 


CULTIVATION $4.50 


Unrected Heavenly Bue ia 
FREE SEEDS: * 


The Complete 


$4/oz. $14/4 oz. Soesres oe 

BABY HAWAIIAN eon youcenser te: BEAL concerts: 
WOODROSE 

$3/20 seeds 


Mushroompeople 


SPORES Compost. fae ed Covamarye publications 

Psilocybe cuvensis. (Must be ‘seu ft $5.00 ppd | available Send for free cata: 

IBorover) —$10.00ppd teu ft $25.00 ppd | eBay Mal onder ony 
y NEW! Filters for Mason Jar | Please no COI 

SUPPLIES Cultivation. Reusable and 

Malt Agar Medium. seriizable 124200, Nogeroneescle 


valb $13.00 Ped 
1b $23.50 ppd 
Tool Set. Loop and 


regular mouth $4.50 ppd 
12 #400, wide mouth 
$5.50 ppd 


PO. Box 158 
Inverness, CA 94937 


BOOKS 
Growing Wild Mushrooms 
by Bob Haris. Complete 

cultivation guide. $5.75 ppd 


‘A complece unc for mushroom, 
Supplies, dedicated 0 the education 
af all interested in wild mushroom 
Faoting and culation. Writes 


Petri Dishes. S 
disposable. 


20/Sleeve $4.50 ppd 


Those who appreciate fine quality are com- 
ing out ahead because they're using papers created 
by the experts. 

Who else but HicH Times has the knowl- 
edge and experience to produce such fine cigarette 
rolling papers? 

Made from high-quality lightweight Span- 
ish rice paper, they have gummed edges and are cut 
midsized for easy rolling. 

Order by the box—24 packs for $12 plus 
$1.75 shipping and handling with each order. 

Gift Special—Give Hin Times rolling pa- 
pers as gifts and save. Order five boxes for only $50, 
and we will pay postage. 


Look for them in your favorite 
smoking accessories shop. 


Retailers’ and distributors’ inquiries invited. 


wi 


Send check or money order, no cash, to High Times Pa- 
pers, RO. Box 1414, Ansonia Station, New York, NY 10023. 


1 Send me. box(es) @ $12 8 


Ci Shipping and handling @ $1.75perorder.  $__ 
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Total $ 
NAME 
ADDRESS 
CITY. STATE. ZIP. 8 
Lt 


AN UNDERWATER INTERVIEW WITH ZIPPY RIGHT 
BRAIN CONDUCTED BY ESTHER WILLIAMSIN 1954 


=, 
WERE JUST S 


Zippy, JUST Verte, (baer A aM f OH, REALLY? FF BS 
T ABOUT eo SHE How (5 THE L( Goop 
Ne eanouee’ , e AWWAYS SEEMS. = NEW WHITE | Xe FEN 
HOUSE CHEF ? 


>To BE SMILING 
\ UNDEBSTAND 


THAT (RES 
You? 


epi gee | 
992 Cice_CSevverne | 
% SS 
Cann somepay WACT FRY TwenTy-E1GHT Years LFS tueve wu 6e 
Hee Tale EAR DENEY, ea FRom Now, every : Hat's your | COMMERCIALS show. 
FROZEN INFLORI + 
DISNEY ORGAN: Y. pup PEOPLE WILe y Favorne ING PLAYFUL DOLPHINS] 
(2ATION'S PLANS DEEP KNEE BENDS. BBE. CRAYON? 
Foe 2s GIGANTIC IW; Ul onbee STeIcT =~ ie 
AMUSEMENT PARK Oobees EEO. =<) er 
I eIROPNIAS” JANE FONDA! Ee 5 


[ACIFORNIA ??” =e 
* . | 


wat with JERRY Ver 7 1 AssUME YoU 
AND WICC No. ED ASNER support THE 


SEE NE America sti \ wie bE THE 
28 eer Z BE THE UNDISPUTED ) UNDISPUTED. 


'M GOING BACK 
To RUSSIA 
WHEeE | 


YOU KNOW, IN 
RUSSIA THEY 
WouLDn'T ALLOW 


you To BE 
50 OUTSPOKEN «, 


Bi 


Hicu Times Ciassiriep 


GROWING AIDS 


Maui wowie fertilizer guaran- 
teed to produce the finest or mon- 
ey back. $12.95 pt, $24 gt. HA- 
WAIIAN BUD. PO. Box 1307, Ki- 
hei, Maui, HI 96753. 


MENDOCINO SINSEMILLA 
now available! Secrets of growing 
the Infamous Sinsemilla. Experi- 
enced growers tell all. Only $4.95. 
HYBRID PUBLICATIONS, Box 
229, Mendocino, CA 95460. 


Syntech Flower-Pot Hydro- 
ponic Revolution. SYNTECH LIV. 
ING SYSTEMS, 4419 Hwy 19, 


Windsor, WI 53598. (608) 
846-5356. 

MERCHANDISE 

‘Make your Hicn Times library 


complete: Order your Hick Times, 
back issues—only $4 each! (Yes, 
even for the classics!) And you can 
order the special Hic Times bind: 
er to keep them safe. Use the han 
order form on page 59 of this issue. 
Yucatan Hammocks: Unique 
Christmas gift. Color brochure, 
25¢. STAR ROUTEHAMMOCKS, 
Dept. H-10, Bridgeville, CA95526. 


Fantastic flying toy, more fun 
than a frisbee, $1, SASE. MULTI- 
MEDIA HSJ206, Springfield, MO 
65801. 


LOTIONS AND POTIONS 


OPY-8-and exotic yet legal 
herbal product for your smokin, 
leagure, $11.95 3 grams postpaid 
PY-8, P.O. Box 16191, Louisville, 
KY 40216. A very profitable prod- 
uct! 


Free Peruvian rock incense. 
Call (207) 562-8363. Void where 
prohibited. 


Humungus Fungus! MYKE’S 
PLACE, mushroom cultivation 
supplies. P.O. Box 1304, Alta 
Loma, CA 91701. 


MiIscELLANEOUS 


Mexican train trips—hi 
venture. Low cost. Details 
VIAJERO, Dept. H, Box 9814, Col- 
orado Springs, CO 80932 


ad- 
25¢ 


Need credit? Get Mastercard, 
others, with nocredit check. Guar- 
anteed! Simple, legal. Plus other 
credit secrets. Free details! INFLA- 
TION REPORTS, HIA, P.O. Box 
60148, Los Angeles, CA 90060. 


Assholes unite! Be proud of 
what you are. Join the Internation- 
al: Assholes Club. Send $4 for cre- 
dentials to: S.E.C. ENTERPRISES, 
Box923, Poughkeepsie, NY 12602, 


PUBLICATIONS 
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Single? Discover Contact High 
magazine. Details free. (Sample 
$3) P.O. Box 500-HX, Mendocino, 
CA95460. 


‘OPPORTUNITIES 


How to obtain complete legal 
documents for false ID from birth 
certificate to passport, complete 
instructions $25, We also offer 
high-school diplomas, GEDs, and 
much more. HH. ENTERPRISES, 
55 W. 2nd Ave., Colombus, OH 
43201 


SERVICES 


Attorneys! If you have an in- 
teresting drug case at law, why not 
tell Hich Tistes about it? Win or 
lose, the publicity can't hurt. Write 
SORDID AFFAIRS, Trans High 
Corp., 17 W. 60th St., New York, 
NY 10023. Or call (212) 974-1990. 


Protect your plants, avoid rip- 
offs, details of various alarm and 
non-lethal but effective booby- 
trap systems, $4, P.P.L., P.O. Box 
99, Springer, OK 73458. 


Are youhaving problems find- 
ing goo stash or are you overload: 

‘with not enough buyers? We 
put buyer and seller together. Send 
$10 for each product you're look- 
ing for to PM., P.O. Box 36232, 
Louisville, KY 40233-6232. Sati 
faction guaranteed or your money 
back. 


PERSONALS 


Lonely man, desires corre- 
spondence, age 23, versatile, 
young black, social skills, very dis- 
creet, confidential, Gemini. Please 
write: REGINALD J. BUNCH, 
#58595, P.O. Box 57, Marion, OH 
43302 


Prince seeking Princess. 
Young “Prince” seeks lasting, 
warm, intelligent relationship 
with woman, age open. I'm26, I'm 
the door to all lites happiness. 
Please reply to: MR. MARK 
COLEMAN, 157648, P.O. Box 
45699, Lucasville, OH 45699- 
0001, 


Lonely male, 24 years old, has 
no family or outside contacts, 
‘wishes tohear from anyone. WIL 
LIE ECHOLS, P.O. Box 607, Car- 
son City, NV 89701. 


Dear Dennis—Thanks for your 
help in the labor room. Could not 
have done it without you. Your 
loving wife, SHEILA. 


Dear $.B.—Thank you for the 
most gorgeous baby girl in the 
world. Love, BABY. 


Amigos Mios: TOMATOES 
CALIENTESING. may be reached 
at this address. Available for con. 
sultation, 


Frank—Send me forget-me- | 
nots. I won't forget L.A! Thanks! | 
Get rich quick! Love, RHONDA & 
‘THE RASTETTS 


Vince—Keep those cameras 
loaded and the tapes rolling—Miss 
you. Love, CHA-CHA! 


Muscles—You were wonder- 
ful. T never thought a bathroom 
stall could be such an exciting 
place. Can't wait till next time. 
BUNS, 


Dear Spencer, I've resigned 
from the Mouseketeer's Motor 
Club. Love, ANNETTE. 


Fausto—Alphonso and Senor 
Perezcall DAVIDat (212)974-1990. 


Happy Birthday, 
Thanks LOVE, LIZ. 


Robin 


PANN VIIIIA 


LEGAL HIGHS: 
COrganicand Synthetic. © DONT 
Migs OUT ® Where To Get Them 
aig: How To Use Them @ Sends! 
Baie Kanipe! Dist_® PO. Box 
‘SIRHT © Dixtield, MEO4226 
(207) 562.8363 @ Samples 
‘Available Upon Request 
OAOVAMNVAI. 


AMSTERDAM 


coffee shop 


RUSLAND 


40 teas, expresso coffee 
juices, various foods and 
soft drinks. 
spacecake, 
spacepancake and 
various exotic herbs. 


aturday 11.00 il 20.00. 
Te amsterdam. 


TATTOOING 


‘A new high? Read Tattoo News. 
Many photos of tattooed men and 
women, interesting articles. Sample 
‘copy $3.00. Box 140, Suite 14, 14th 
fioor, 666 Fitth Ave., NY. NY 10103, 


Listen for 
the Hich Times 
Drug Abuse Alert 
on local radio stations. 


“THE 
PARALYZER” 


YOU CANNOT PURCHASE 
ASAFER, STRONGER 
‘TEAR-GAS DEFENSE 
WEAPON. 
+ PARALYZER will 
instantly stop even a 
300 Ib. man for up to 
twenty minutes. 
+ Fast, simple, easy to 
use. 
* Causes no permanent 
injury to assailant. 
Will not affect user. 
FIVE-YEAR guarantee. 
Pocket or purse size, 4%" only 
85.95 each, or two for $10.00 (save 
$1). For usein your home, car or 
anywhere. 
Please add $75 each for postage 
‘and handling. Send check or 
money order to 
Dee Bee Products 
P.O, Box #2304 
Hollywood, FL 39022 


ORDER TODAY! 


‘The Worlds best selling “Healthpipe” is yours, 
Toons FREE Wit dove re i 
ionic known cancer agent 
Ne) Try 1 for 30 fur 
gin, ine Into: Hea. 
fox 60113, Chicago, It 60660. $36.95 


| 2-262-7775 


24 HOURS. 


FREE! 


rs 


ptional $9.95 


MC & VISA 


BE AHEAD OF THE TIMES! READ 


ALTERNATIVE 
‘MEDIA 


Find out the truth way ahead of everyone else. Get the low-down 
on new rock bands, fantastic video, independent cinema, 
alternative newspapers, crazy ra 


Send $7.50 for 14 issues: Alternative Press Syndicate, 
PO. Box 1347, Ansonia Station, New York, NY 10023 


and underground comics. 


| The HIGH TIMES Classified Reaches Over 2 Million People Each Month. 
Whether Your Message is for Business or Pleasure, 
put it in HIGH TIMES for Maximum Results. 


RAT ; , 
One time ad: $4.00/word fF 5 G 
Discount for contracts: F z 3 
‘Three consecutive ads $3.75/ word 


Six consecutive ads $3.50/word 0 
‘Twelve consecutive ads $3.25/word 


CLASSIFIED DISPLAY z 


$125 per column inch 1D 7 ® 
Column width is 1%/, inches. 

Discount for contracts: 

‘Three consecutive ads s115/inch 


es En 
Six consecutive ads $105/inch 
Twelve consecutive ads $95/inch 36 7 
All display ads must be delivered camera-ready. : : se 
TO ORDER 

7 3 
MINIMUM AD IS TEN WORDS ie 
Post Office Box #’s and telephone #’s count as two words each. fz = % 


Allads must be typewritten. 
ALL ADVERTISING MUST BE 7 7 
FULLY PAID IN ADVANCE WITH 

CHECK OR MONEY ORDER, NO CASH. 

Ad will appear 60 to 90 days after receipt. 

Allads are accepted at the discretion of the Publisher. 
Call for Advertising Acceptability Policy (212-974-1990). 
Mail to: HiGH Times Classified 

17 West 60th Street, New York, N.Y, 10023 


Cost of Ad: re 
words at per word = Total, 

Payment must be enclosed with order. 

(Check or money order only, please.) 


Name = 

Please include a sample of your product or catalog with yourad, and 4 arose 

your street address and phone number. = = — 
City Sts eerie 


Put your personal message in High Times 


- ¢ Birthdays ° Love Notes 
© Anniversaries ¢ Harvest 
* Long Lost Friends Announcements 


For as little as $40 you can send your message to aver 2 million people. Surprise you 
friends and loved Ones with a personal note or greeting. Use lank above. 
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29: ‘THE ODOR OF BURNING POT... 
the sweetest smell in the world 


.,- Outside of morning coffee, 
2 ‘THE RISK OF DEVELOPING LUNG 

‘cancer, even among cigarette 
smokers, is less among men who eat large 
amounts of carrots, spinach and other vege- 
tables that contain beta-carotene, accordin, 
toa recent issue of The Lancet, a Britis 
medical journal. 

‘The new study is the latest in a series in- 
dicating that a diet high in beta-carotene, a 
precursor of Vitamin A, contributes to a 
more than 40 percent chance of decreasing 
the risk of developing certain types of can- 
cers, according toa spokesman for the Na- 
tional Cancer Institute in Bethesda, Md. 

The latest study, which was done over a 
19-year period, found that large amounts of 
dictary beta-carotene decreased the risk of 
developing lung cancer, but not other can- 


cers... 
29 THEN MERRILY AND CHERRILY 
Let's drink of our bere, 
Let who as will run for it 
Wee will stay heere. 

to tune of “This will restore 
my Maidenhead again" or 
“The fits come on me now,” 
English songs, 16th-17th 
centuries 


New York Times, 
Dee. 7, 1981 


29 THERE IS A PLEASURE SURE 
‘In being mad which none but 
madmen know, 
John Dryden, 
The Spanish Friar, act 2, scene 
1, 1681 


QOVT Bisse 3s No mone cnumananiry 
C inatin of marijuana than thereis, 
ina fifth of whiskey, gin or vodka... thatis 


there may be some. 
29 THOSE WHO CANNOT VISIT THE 
mind's Antipodes at will (and 
they are the majority) must find some artifi- 
cial method of transportation. 
Aldous Huxley 


ZOO emerse (AP)—Two rouce oF- 
ficers were found guilty of invol- 
untary manslaughter today in the beating 


death of a man they had arrested for smok- 


ing ona train. 
‘New York Times, 
Dec, 24, 1981 
3 \QuESTION 3: WHAT ARE THE IM- 
plications of accepting a toot? 
Answer: First let me abolish the myth that 
sharing coke with someone automatically 
implies that you wish to or must sleep wit 
him/her, That wretched fallacy is a problem 
only for those who allow it to be so. Should 
you become concerned be firm but jovial, 
Polite diplomacy is important whether you 
are saying no or yes, giving or receiving, 
Should your companion turn into an obnox- 
ious villain who won't take no for an an- 
swer, tell the bartender what awful thing 
he/she is doing to annoy you (don't mention 
the coke, for the sake of all concerned) and 
the bartender will call the bouncer. Rock 
and roll bouncers are very handy at remov- 
ing severe sources of irritation, but don't 
abuse their services, If you can save the sit- 
uation by moving to another section of the 
bar or club, do so. If the previously men- 
tioned fiend follows you, tell the bartender 
50. Itis the bt's duty to decide which situa- 
tions merit heavy duty muscle. Don’t leave 
the bar alone unless you're sure there's a 
cab outside. Don't go home with people 
who promise you more coke at another 
club or apartment, unless you'd want to be 
alone with them without benefit of cocaine. 
‘There are plenty of people who will sell 
themselves for drugs. Why should you? 
“Cocaine Etiquette” by 
Krystie Keller, in NON LP 
mag, June 1981 


QOL i aes toss ne Kee To 
his apartment after getting 
drunk on whiskey he breaks down the door 
and walks in. 
When he loses it after smoking marijuana, 
he crawls in over the transom. 
When he loses it after dropping acid he just 
crawls through the keyhole. 

‘WELL HERE I SIT WITH A BROKEN 


Folk tale, 1960s 
302i 


1 took three bennies and my semi-truck 
won't start. 
song: “Semi-Truck,” 
Commander Cody and his 
Lost Planet Airmen, 1972 


303 WHY DO STRONG ARMS FATIGUE 
themselves with frivolous dumb 
bells? To dig a vineyard is a worthier task 


for men. 
3 WITH A PEACEFUL THOUGH FAS- 
‘cinated eye, I watched a garland 
of ideally beautiful women, who diademed 
a frieze with their divine nudity. I saw the 
gleam of their satin shoulders, the sparkle 
Of their silver breasts. ..the undulation of 
opulent hips without feeling the least 
temptation. 
Theophile Gautier, describing 
his visit to Le Club des 
Haschischins, Revue des Deux 
Mondes, Feb. 1, 1846. Also 
translated in David Ebin’s The 
Drug Experience, 1961 


Martial, Epigrams, 
Bk. 14, no. 49 


WORK IS THE CURSE OF THE POT 
‘smoking classes, 
‘Malcolm Muggeridge 


30 
30 
30 


“You’RE NOT DRUNK IF YOU CAN LIE 
jon the floor without holding on. 
Dean Martin 


DEATH RATE SOARS 

IN COCAINE CASES; 

NIDA AGENCY REPORTS 

(QUADRUPLING FROM '76 

‘TO '81—HOSPITAL TREATMENT 

15 UP SIXFOLD 
headline, New York Times, May 
29, 1982 


PLEASE HEMP ME 
button, 1970s 


30 
30 


310 Ke muse aso Tu stay 
high forever. 
ito written as answer 


It’s NEVER TOO LATE To OD 
East Side graffito, NYC 


ith another graffito: “Keep: 
me high and I'll ball you 
forever” 


3 11 LisTEN TO YOUR LORDSHIP, I'MA 
respecter of institutions. Even in 
Paris, 1 remained a Canadian. I puffed 
hashish, but I didn’t inhale. 
Mordecai Richler, St. Urbain’s 
Horseman, 1981 


Hicu Times welcomes reader contributions to this clever column, Address correspondence to: Dope Lore, 
HiGu Times, 17 West 60th Street, New York, N.Y. 10023. 
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ee Grow Wild Mushrooms 
of the first Mushroomkit Forever with the 


over five years ago, thousands 
of people just like you have 


learned the joys of successful H d 
(one hee omestea 

The Homestead Mushroomkit 2. 
er uaeeriaiae Mushroomkit 


renowned high-yield compost for 
the largest crops possible. Also 
included are a lifetime supply of 
proven-fertile Psilocybe Cubensis 
spores, professional tools and 
supplies. Ten pages of illustrated 


Deluxe Psilocybe Cubensis Kit 


Growing Wild Mushrooms, Recommended $ 6. 


locybe Mushrooms And Their Al 
-omplete book available 


instructions are excerpted from Bob Psilocybe Cubensis spores only $10. 

Harris’ manual Growing Wild Total Enclosed: $ 

Mushrooms. I Name 

VISA or MasterCard orders call | “es 

Toll-Free at 800-426-6777, except | City Stete, Zip) 

Washington, Alaska, and Hawaii. VISA MC Expires: ‘Card Number 

All other information, please call! signature 

(206) 782-4532. 1 seen Seeder mse 0454 Cann and Fee Ores per 510115 
Joni Str opr Men Oronoco sts Solin dine sreseveiere 


OUR 10th ANNIVERSARY! 
Homestead Book Company 


* 1972 —1982 x 


P.O. Box 31608 Seattle, WA 98103 (206) 782-4532 


Dealer Inquiries Welcome 


f--- 


CONDOMS BY MAIL! 


Peas condi plan package under your money back quarries: 


(.x05t Condom Sanpie 500 
Free Cataog : 


GOOD VIBRATIONS 
= CARESS VIBRATOR 


yourso is # CARESS or te eal 
thaa? Feeing i besevng, bu the 
svaaie speed Wh tw end-cap 
tong Batones cued Just $12 9 


nl 


MIGHTY MITE! 

New and Improved! It's slimmer and of higher quality 
construction, A vibrator small enought carry im apocket 
31, Tong —~ Hil gotcha in those mard to reach places 
Made 0! durable plastic Cordless, completely safe. Bat 
teres included. Just $6.95 

SPECIAL COMBINATION CARESS and MIGHTY MITE:S14 95" 
Order both vibrators and receive a free insinucton book 
which fols you exactly how to use your vibrator for citoral 
‘and vaginal stimulation to achieve orgasmic release every 


time! 
FREE PHOTO BOOK! 


To intraduce you to Adam & Eve's exclu 
Swe line of sexual bosiselers, wee make 
Ing an unprecedented invadtny air 
[APREE 176-page book bursting with doz: 
fens of explei, close-up protos of the 
‘most arousing sexual-positons youve 
fever seen! Send just $2 tor postage ana 
Ranging and we'll ush your tree phot 
ook bids ttusrated se-page'cataog 


sae 
\ at 


That's ight! Over 100 ius: 
Included in thes alcnew photo 
took of sexual love In 10% 

wormaues "handed 
‘down through ihe ages. and 
lavishy istratedin dozens of 
never-botore-publshed pho: 
tos. 160 pages. Intoductory 
price, only $4.98, 


SAVE! Get Bath Books For Only $5.88 


CONDOMS BY MAIL! 


SCSxe"Sincla and 95 ote brands! Blan package, aatatacton 
‘uaroneed” Sampler pack of 10 snscrtog condone = $2 


“Adam & Eve 


BLM, Seete aee 
Pease rsh n pan package under money-back guarantee “EWE 
aeeaee. 8 
BItA Bom viorators ano 


‘OVER 900000 SATISFIED CUSTOMERS. 


84 OCTOBER'82 


INTERVIEW: ALLEN GINSBERG 
continued from page 37 


totalitarian thought control. I don't mean 
Kerouac was thinking in those terms. I 
think Burroughs is very definitely thinking 
in those medicinal terms now, you know, 
like Dr. Benway, and factualist descriptions 
for deconditioning; in his analysis of the 
political parties and factualist liquidation- 
alists and divisionists in Naked Lunch, And 
his exhibition of deconditioning means of 
the third mind, the use of the cutup method 
asa method of deconditioning from thought 
control. Plus Bill thinks in those terms. 1 
always thought in a funnier way, that you 
take the old classic bohemian literary men 
tality, Beethoven, Schubert, Picasso, Dada- 
ism and Albert Einstein, and you put it 
together in such utopian aesthetic art form— 
beautiful language, Shelley and Blake—and 
putit in the middle of the American middle- 
class and youth minds, and you have an 
artifact that will be irreversible, that would 
prevent a police state by creating a set of 
mental reference points, and sexual refer 
ence points, reference points of conscious- 
ness that are in variance with the kind of 
homogeneity and rigidity and squareness 
and overrationalistic mania that a police 
state requires, the double-talk that a police 
slate requires. 

‘So drug use in the sense of herb use, like 
marijuana or the psychedlics, mushrooms, 
peyote, always seem to me part of that at- 
tack on police-state armament. Now the 
Birchers very early, back in the early ‘60s, 
picked up on that and began talking about 
LSD and rock 'n’ roll as brainwash music. 
As music for disturbing the nervous system 
and unsettling it, so that young kids would 
lose sexual mores, lose their sense of refer: 
ence point and solidity, clearly the Moral 
Majority’s idea, or the Bircherite’s idea. 


HGH Times: Do you have much interest in 
the occult? For example, do you relate toan 
occult history of the world—Illuminati con- 
spiracies? 

GinsbeRG: Not quite. I think it’s simpler 
than that. I think there's always been a 
strain of peasant bohemianism and there's 
always been a strain of authoritarianism, 
lords and majesty and the police state and 
the hierarchy trying to stamp it out. Some 
of the best bohemians have been the kings 
and some of the worst of the stamper- 
outers have been the peasants. And cer: 
tainly there are tantric or occult or hermetic 
secrets which can only be known by med- 
itation or practice or art or love and some 
people are shut out because they don't love 
and they're afraid to. Oral sex is an occult 
practice to some people, a horrifying occult 
practice to some people. 


Hi Times: On the other hand, you have 
all these stories of these amazing S&M 
subcultures in official Washington and 
among— 

G1NsBERG: Among the Nazis 

HGH Times: Among the Nazis, right, and 


drug taking. 
GINSBERG: Well, from what I understand, 
there's a new book coming out called Bully, 
about bullies. About the Moral Majority 
saying that a great many of the fund raisers 
are gay. 
HIGH Times: How do you relate to that 
whole scene, I mean, you know, that part of 
the gay scene? 
GiNsBERG: Those are closet gays. Closet 
gays that aren't happy. I think it's over- 
compensation, 
HiGH Times: Well, how about the whole 
scene like the Anvil, the fist-fucking, 
GINsBERG: Well, I'll tell you, I myself am 
a closet sadomasochist, with tremendous 
fantasies about being spanked and being 
fucked by big cocks to the point where I say 
. .oh, spare me... 
HGH Times: Spear me or spare me? 
GINsBERG: Both, so think everybody's got 
a little bit of that in them, it’s like W.C. 
Fields said, everybody's got a little larceny 
in them, And think it'saill right to explore, 
you know, as long as you're mindful of 
what you're doing, it’s acting. I think that 
it's universal, actually. In fact there's as 
much heterosexual involvement in freak 
ery as there isin homosexual, so] think that 
runs across the board. The ugly part of it, 
the ugly S&M, I think is a byproduct of the 
dominance of organized crime over the 
porno industry. ‘Cause organized crime is 
heavily into the porno industry. 

They own most of the gay clubs, the 
baths, because, it's just like the junk scene, 
they're the only ones that have the power 
and the money to pay off the police and 
make an arrangement. Women against por- 
nography: I think they've got it wrong. They 
should be women against organized crime, 
rather than women against pornography. 

Porn is fine, organized-crime porn is gen- 
erally degrading, degraded and a drag, 
HIGH TIMES: Can you see a continuum be- 
tween the beats and the punks? 
GrnsBerG: First of all, the continual up: 
surges of individually humorist perception 
and a radiant consciousness. People wak- 
ing up in the middle of space and realizing 
it'sa big, funny groove. The appreciation of 
oddness of self which actually goes back to 
Whitman. Appreciation of person with a 
capital P. It starts from Whitman and goes 
to WC. Fields onward, Fields is one of the 
saints that Kerouac hagiographed in his 
book The Origins of the Beat Generation. 

So the self-mythologization, self-mythifi- 
cation, is common, I would say, from beat 
people through Dylan, through the Beatles, 
through maybe even the Clash or certainly 
through punk and new wave where the self- 
mythification goes to the extent that thea- 
trical cartooning and exaggerated names 
like Suicide and Sex Pistols and Blondie or 
whatever—the humorous making of arche- 
types out of one’s own private life. So that’s 
a strain that comes from Whitman through 
Kerouac or through the beats anyway— 
that was Kerouac making a myth of hisown 
life and his own friends, and being the re- 


porting angel of his own life, and seeing his 
‘own life as sacred and seeing his friends in 
Lowell, Massachusetts, as sacred, sacred 
archetype pals. So it's seeing the world as 
sacred, rather than as cynical or as empty 
or as legalistic or as heartless or as evil. The 
Clash demonstrate or manifest that by—i 
the midst of a cynical period being the big 
political idealists, in the midst of a commer- 
cial period—trying to sell their records 
cheap and give three times as much for 
cheaper money. Trying to experiment with 
poetry, trying to have Salvadoran revolu- 
tionaries exhort the public from the stage, 
so there's a kind of sacred ambition to save 
the world, 

HiGH Times: How do you reconcile those 
noble goals with the dark side of new wave 
—the heroin, the nihilism? 

GinspeRG: See, there's two groups. There 
are the Frankenstein beatniks that were 
created by Time magazine that had big 
beards and wore cockroaches in their hair 
and had scabies and lived with unwashed 
dirty dishes because they read in Time mag- 
azine that's what it was supposed to be. 
Now there are the new-wave people who 
read in Time magazine, that in the 1970s 
everybody had turned against the hippies 
and the beats. Everybody's going to go back 
to American values and the Me Too gen- 
eration and take heroin and cocaine. Me 
Me generation. I'm all right, Jack, fuck ev 
erybody else, make a lot of money, get rich 
and do war work and take heroin. 

And that's sort of like the right-wing, CIA 
version of what you're supposed to do. 
What's cool. It’s cool to put down the anti- 
war movement of the ‘60s, it's cool to put 
down psychedelics and grass and take her- 
oin and cocaine, which is ridiculous. So 
their interpretation is sort of the Time mag. 
azine, right-wing, oversophisticated syndi- 
cate conservatives as to what's cool. And 
what's hip has always been some kind of a 
death trap. Then there's another group, an- 
other kind which is deep wave, deep new 
wave. The Clash are an example of this. 
They seem to be acceptable, But punks 
were supposed to be antibeatnik and anti 
grass. 

HiGH Times: They were wearing the swas- 
tka... 

GinsBERG: Yes, but the Clash smoke grass 
like I've never seen, giant bombers, and 
they're totally appreciative of poetry, they 
dig Gregory Corso, they've all read Kerou- 
ac. I once ran into Iggy Pop. We did some 
singing together at a party and then we sat 
down and he said very bitterly, you blew it 
You guys blew it. He was representing 
punk and new wave. Then I ran into him 
again in San Francisco this year. We had a 
long talk. Now he's married and he’s got a 
kid and he's sick of rousing anger in the au 
dience and getting adverse reaction and we 
actually got into a long conversation about 
meditation. So we actually sat together. 
And he said, "Remember that conversation 
we had? I was wrong.” ‘Cause he had to 
grow up. C] 


| GROWHOUSES 


continued from page 41 


needed a toolroom at the time almost as 

much as he needed a growhouse. He had al- 
| so been keeping his fully grown Doberman 
watchdog in a puppy-sized kennel, so 
roomier quarters for Fido were also includ- 
ed in the plan 

The workingman’s growhouse was built 
solidly, with reinforced, oyerlapped pan: 
eling to discourage forcible entry, and 
sheathed at its corners for additional pro- 
tection against crowbar assault. Small secu- 
rity-type details were taken into account in 
the earliest stages of its planning—such as 
the ventilators being situated on the least 
accessible side of the structure, underneath 
the eaves, too high and too close to the roof 
to allow a snooper to sneak a peek. 

The structure was designed to make 
maximum use of its ostensible functions as 
a toolshed and dog kennel as a supplement 
toits basic security. The sole entrance to the 
growhouse, for instance, is a low, heavily 
barred door in a cluttered corer of the 
toolroom (through a steel partition, in 
dentally, extending subterraneously like 
the exterior walls). The toolroom entrance 
is securely locked, too, adding an extra lay- 
er of security: locked not only by the pad- 
lock on its outside, but barred inside by a 
latch. The latchstring is hard to find if you 
| don't know where to look for it. And, be- 
| cause that locked and barred toolroom door 


opens directly onto the Doberman's kennel, 
the grower who designed it counts on tres- 
passers not having a lot of leisure time to 
scout out that concealed latchstring. 

The workingman’s growhouse is an in- 
structive example, but not one to be fol- 
lowed slavishly. Subterranean walls, for in- 
stance, might be less appropriate in a hol- 
low-tile growhouse, where a concrete floor 
might be more suitable and the plants 
grown in portable planters rather than in 
the ground. Drainage might be a problem 
in some locations, anda gravel leaching bed 
is probably a wise investment anyway, giv 
en marijuana’s notorious distaste for “wet 
feel.” An electric alarm system would seem 
like a sensible investment too, adding an 
extra layer of protection to that strawlike 
roof. 

No growhouse can be absolutely fool- 
proof, regardless of how well built, careful- 
ly situated and ingeniously disguised it is. 
Witness, for example, the case of the hap- 
Jess San Jose, California, man who earlier 
this year was unlucky enough to have a 
light plane crash right into his suburban 
backyard growhouse. Other growhouse 
growers have been struck by less literal 
bolts from the blue—fires, floods, overzeal- 
ous narcs and jilted girl friends. But grow- 
ing marijuana in a growhouse is certainly a 
lot closer to foolproof than any other meth- 
od of domestic cultivation, at least for those 
growers who can control their mouths as 
well as they control their pH levels. 0 
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come in for a hundred grams, I don't have 
it, but I can get it. I do about five percent in 
my circle. I'm kind of big. 

Let's call her Betty because she has been 
around. About 40, she has gray hair, pays 
for her sex ("Then you get what you want"), 
writes poetry. Betty lives at night and eats a 
spaghetti bolognese breakfast at 9 pa, Be- 
fore coming to Amsterdam she sold ency- 
clopedias in Bangkok, wrote a fashion col- 
umn for the Tehran Journal and was on the 
dole in England. 

She lives in the right ventricle of the red 
light district in small garret rooms under 
the eaves of a 17th-century building. At 
night it’s a romantic neighborhood, if your 
idea of romance is Dante’s Inferno: zaftik, 
almost-nude harpies beckoning to you from 
neon-lit windows and horny Bulgaro-Bas- 
taffs lurking in alleys. The meeting was set 
up by mutual friends 

Betty is sitting behind a large desk. Peo- 
ple have told me she hires a midget to hide 
under her desk and suck her when a big 
deal is being made. I don't believe it. On the 
desk is a glass block, half an inch thick and 
about as big as an outstretched hand. With 
a carpet knife blade she is laying out lines. 

"Ican buy it from the people who bring 
in,” she says. “Here's a glass of cognac— 
Remy Martin, of course—while I get us 
ready for the interview. 

Chop. Chop. Chop. 

It comes in one-half kilo to four, five or 
six kilos at a time. It's difficult drug to un- 
derstand. I've been using it for a couple of 
years. It was hard work to get a habit. Now 
use a half a gram a day. Personally. Every 
once in a while I kick with mushrooms. 
When you're on mushrooms you don’t 
want coke. 

Retty picks up a glass tube with a fluted 
end. Snort. Snort. Hands the glass block 
across the desk. Snort. Snort. 

“There's been a huge bust in small cir- 
cles,” she goes on. Trading in uncut Bolivi- 
an cocaine has been suspended. Those 
dumb fucks. They sent out an inexperi: 
enced girl to change three hundred thou- 
sand guilders into dollars. Thousand-guil- 
der notes. At the ninth bank they called the 
police. That was a Brazil-Lisbon-Amster- 
dam connection. A small, reliable alterne 
tive operation. When there's a drought 
there's Peruvian. But people know I prefer 
Bolivian 

‘The phone rings. Betty picks it up. Her 
end of the conversation goes something 
like: “Yes... Yes...No...1 can give you a 
price for a ‘comic book’. .Or a price for a 
box of them...Okay.-.See you then... 
Bye’ 

‘Where was I?" she says. "Oh, yes. My 
price is one hundred forty-five guilders, or 
a little more than fifty dollars a gram, if 
you're buying an ounce or more. Single- 
gram deals go up to two hundred guilders a 


| gram from me. I know others charge two 


hundred and fifty guilders, and their stuff 
isn’t as good. 

“I'm just here for an interview,” I say. "No 
doubt coke is one of God's gifts to mankind. 
Many think it’s the renewed grace of the 
Holy Spirit. For me it's just a recreational 
drug. 

‘A bit on guard now, Betty replies: “Well, 
it depends on what you mean by recrea- 
tional.” A large, vicious dog lying in the cor- 
ner stirs. 

“By recreational, [mean something likea 
sophistic. In the way acid makes the worse 
appear the better, coke makes the better ap- 
pear the worse. It makes thoughts so viv- 
id you think you've done the things you 
thought about doing. And when finally you 
go out, you believe your résumé, so to 
speak, is longer than itis. It's fun. No doubt 
about that! But I don't want to become a 
nose. And the price is insulting, Isn't the 
proper study of economics how to be eco- 
nomical? Coke is five times the price of 
gold. Why don't we snort plutonium? That's 
even more expensive. That reminds me of 
the time when 

Betty interrupts with a loud laugh: “Ha, 
ha, ha.” The dog relaxes again. "See what 
good coke I have. You are rapping away. 
But you mentioned acid. 1 sell that, too. 
‘Three guilders a trip on one thousand. It’s 
fifteen guilders apiece on the street. Then 
there's disco acid, forty to sixty mikes, for 
people too lazy to roll a joint. That's finally 
started to seep in over here. Just as well: No 
one wants to give Germans a large trip. Pa: 
per is in fashion, Easier to count, move 
around. Tabs trying to make a comeback. I 
get people who buy a thousand trips for 
personal use, and aftera year come back for 
more. There seems to be a tacit agreement 
in Amsterdam between the media and the 
police. No publicity. No busts. Lalso supply 
opium for a dozen discriminating custom: 
ers. Tell me, what can I do for you?" 

“Look, I've just come for information! 
Which you are giving me, thanks! But 1 
would like another glass of cognac and a 
line if you're offering,” I say, softening my 
voice and putting on my most charming 
smile. 

Gurgle. Gurgle. Snort. Snort, 

"You know,” Betty says, “this is strange 
for me. You're one of the few people I've 
talked with in a long time who wasn't an: 
other dealer. Dealers only see dealers. It's a 
self-contained universe." 

“Like the art world? 

“Ifthere'sa syndicate, I don’t know about 
it, In my first week here I knew this was a 
town that if you could get something cheap- 
ly on one corner you could sell it on an- 
other. A lot of people use Amsterdam as a 
base of operations. There's a steady, small, 
local market. And the maximum penalty 
for getting busted is only four years, with 
nine months to two years being the norm. 
In Germany the max is ten years. And they 
lean, Also, there's no conspiracy laws here. 
Accozy scene. The Dutch make trade easy. 

continued on page 88 
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‘Twisting around, Betty takes a book from 
the shelf behind her. “Here, this is for you. 
A book of my poems, self-published.” 

It is called No Credit. 


the international drug culture? Like mysti- 
cism, there are many schools of thought. 

Beatrix, queen of the Netherlands, told 
American audiences recently that Holland 
is more than wooden shoes and windmills. 
What characterizes her country, she said, 
is tolerance—an ability to find a place for 
what one disapproves of. Thisisnot untrue, 
although a macrobiotic I know claims it's a 
kind of cowlike forbearance from people 
who consume too many milk products. 

Moreover, because of a proportional vot- 
ing system, all the governments are weak 
coalitions. After the last two elections it 
took over six months to even form a gov- 
ernment. But Left or Right, none will do 
anything that would: 1) reduce trade; 2) 
cause social unrest that in turn would 3) re- 
duce trade, 

Two hundred years ago John Adams 
wrote this about the Dutch: uch a nation 
of worshippers at the shrine of Mammon 
has never existed, I believe, before. The En- 
glish are as great idolators, but they have 
more gods than one. This country is indeed 
devoted solely to the pursuits of commer: 
cial gain." To this day, when Amsterdam- 
mers meet, a standard answer to " 
you?” is “Handel is altijd goed 
always good.” And when saying good-bye, 
they often use the expression “Goed zaken” 
"Have good dealings.” Yet I believe the 
English mythographer John Michell in most 
things, and he once told me that trade had 
its origin in gift giving. In which case, the 
Dutch are endowed with an enormously 
generous spirit. 

Also for a rich country, what Marcuse 
called “repressive tolerance" (bribery and 
license) is, in fact, cheaper than repression. 

All this makes Amsterdam cozy. But, the 
big but 

“Amsterdam,” a Viennese friend warned 
me many years ago, "is schmooz city.” 

“What do you mean?" I replied defen- 
sively. 

He smiled: "You know what schmooz is. 
It's when you sit in a comfortable chair, get 
alittle stoned, listen to music, stay only half 
conscious. That's what Amsterdam is like. 
If you're not careful your brains will run 
out of your ears,” 

Thave been careful. [1 
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INDOOR SUN™ DELUXE 


4000 WATT HIGH PRESSURE DELUXE VENTILATED 

SODIUM GROW LIGHT + BALLAST BOX 

‘Great for flowering! Enclosed Deluxe units include this 

Temote ballast and 18” heavy duty durable steel! 

Hi-Temp™ white ename! cobinet, 

Teflector No assembly required Ventilated or solid cover for 

$284.50 damp locations. On/off 

INDOOR SUN™ ECONOMY rocker switch with red 

4000 WATT METAL HALIDE indicator light and circuit 
LIGHT breaker. 

Includes prewired open 


ballast, 2 x 3 foot polished SUPERPOT™ NUTRIENT 

Gluminum reflector, M 1000 ‘SUPPLY KIT 

bulb and socket set. $100.00 plus shipping. 

$124.50 Includes complete Superpot 
e regulator, reservoir, hoses 

and fittings. Add-on 
Superpots™ 4 for $100 
‘or 9 for $200 


INDIVIDUAL 
SUPERPOTS ™ 
Single units, 
self-contained 
nutrient reservoir. 
Includes: 

Two 7 gal. pots 
Pump-Flo™ system 
Growing medium 
Nutrient level 


indicator. 
16 02. of nutrient 
only $29.95, y r »\ 30 GALLON RESERVOIR 
2 for $54.95 
4 for $100.00 S 
9 for $200.00 NUTRIENT LEVEL One YEAR PARTS & LABOR GUARANTEE 


Bp) BEOULATER 30 DAY MONEY BACK GUARANTEE 
MOST ORDERS SHIPPED IN 24 HOURS 

We are your complete growing systern company. We have it all: lights, hydroponics, nutrients, books, timers, 
pumps, tanks. etc. As manufacturers of our own growing systems, we can save you money by selling directly to you. 
Ourmottois “A Fair Price For A Proven Product 


ENERGY SAVERS UNLIMITED, INC. 


22138 SOUTH VERMONT AVE. #C, TORRANCE, CA 90502 


IN CALIFORNIA CALL COLLECT TOLL FREE OUTSIDE CALIFORNIA 


(213) 775-1094 sayy (800) 421-2994 


C.O.D. ORDERS WELCOME el 


SAW HOT 


ifyou'd like one of our lovely products 
jon-0- 

amas just clip this coup’ 

trail it jno-rama with your check or 

money order today. . .o-ram 


| quantity 
1. C) BlackSatinJacket $45 (1S MLO XL 


Shortsleeve Sweatshirt $12 S OM OLOXL 
3.) 12 IssueBinder $9.95 
4, 24Packs Cigarette Papersiby the box $12 


Cotton Jersey $10 1)S UML EOXL 


6.) Decorative Mirror $14 
7. |) Centerfold TShirt $7 0S OM UL OXL 
8.() Airplane TShit $7 0S OMULUIXL 
9. Pillbox $5 


| Add $1.75 postage + handling per 


above $2.50 foreign) 


| TOTAL § 


| CITY STATE___ZIP_ 


| Mako check or money order payabl igh Times, P.O. Box 1414 | 
| Ansonia Station, New York, NY 10023. Money orders speedup —{ 
| delivery. Allow 6-8 weeks for processing and delivery. New York | 


| State residents please add applicable sales tax. 1082 


Lax wae > By 
Se the time 
we got to 
Central Park, 
we were 
800,000 
strong... 


‘was standing in the 

middle of a sand pit 

atthe back of Central 
Park's Great Lawn ona beauti- 
ful late-spring afternoon. 
‘Through the dust and haze I 
could barely make out the play- 
ers onstage at the other end of 
the field, but the sound system 
made them familiar—Bruce 
Springsteen had joined Jackson 
Browne fora stirring rendition 
of the Boss's "Promised Lan 
Springsteen's acoustic guitar, 
reedy harmonica and earnest 
singing brought a chillingly 
dramatic touch to an after- 
noon when hope and desper- 
ate idealism once again became 
part of mainstream politics in 
America, 

This massive demonstration 
in New York City against nu- 
clear proliferation was the sin- 
gle most important counter- 
Cultural event since the ‘60s. 
‘There were about 400,000 peo- 
ple between me and the stage, 
and by all accounts nearly the 
same amount behind me scat- 
tered throughout the park. 
They came from the United 
Nations, on the east side of 
town, marching the two miles 
to this concert site across 42nd 
Street and up Fifth and Sev- 
enth avenues in an unending 
ribbon of concerned human- 
ity. The streets of the city were 
deserted, aghost town, notjust 
bereft of automobiles, but of 
people, too, as it appeared that 
everyone who usually ven- 
tures out of doors on a week- 
end had decided to hit the park. 
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John 
Swenson 


Bruce Springsteen, 
Linda Ronstadt. 


Noothersingleissuehasmo- 
tivated so many Americans to 
take to the streets in protest of 
government policy since the 
late’60s. Reagan waselectedas 
strong man” (aterm usually 
reserved for leaders of military 
juntas), known for his trigger- 
happy rhetoric and disdain for 
arms control. During the 1980, 
presidential debate, Reagan 
ridiculed then-president Car- 
ter for saying that nuclear pro- 
liferation was the most press- 
ing problem facing the world. 
‘The much-publicized swing to 
the Right has now alarmed so 
many Americans who feel Rea- 
gan would cheerfully send us 
to a patriotic holocaust, that 
people who would never have 
protested the Victnam War 
now find themselves shouting 
antigovernment slogans in the 
streets. 

But this demonstration 
wasn’t merely an American 
political phenomenon—it was 
the climax of a global move- 
ment to halt the nuclear arms 
race. The movement had gen- 
erated huge rallies in London, 
Berlin and Tokyo, and this— 
staged the weekend before the 
UN, began extensive exami- 
nations of the world’s nuclear 
arsenal and how to limit it— 
had brought the issue to a pi 
nacle of international atten- 
tion. People came tothe march 
from all over the country and 
allover the world toshow their 
concern. 

Music wasan integral part of 
the day's proceedings, setting a 
pulse for the marchers, attract- 
ing attention with its charis- 
matic forceand celebrating the 
positive steps being taken by 
theparticipants. Though it was 
widely known that such lumi- 
naries as Bruce Springsteen, 
Jackson Browne, Linda Ron- 
stadt and James Taylor would 
probably play, the music itself 
was less of a draw than the 
event, and never really eclipsed 
the true importance of the day. 
‘The egolessness of these musi- 
cians seemed in marked con- 
trast to the self-importance of 
the previous No Nukes gather- 
ings in protest of nuclear pow- 
er. That time around there was 
the unsettling sense that the 
protest was an expression of 
primarily middle-class com- 
plaint, and that the performers 
were using their drawing pow- 
er in a more narcissistic fash- 
ion. This time there was no 


questioning the sincerity of the 
participants, and no sense that 
the event provided a platform 
torevive the sagging careers of 
washed-up folkies. Wecan rest 
assured that we won't be inun 

dated with overstuffed album 
packagesand films of theevent 
for years to come. 

‘The march capped a week of 
frenzied antinuke activity in 
the New York area. Two fund- 
raisers at Nassau Coliseum on 
Long Island featured perfor- 
mances by Jackson Browne, 
Linda Ronstadt, James Taylor 
and Billy Joel. Taylor had co- 
written a song for the occasion 
with John and Johanna Hall, 
"Children’s Cry,’ which had 
been debuted at an interfaith 
service at the magnificent Ca- 
thedral of St. John the Divine. 

Protest marchers create their 
own music, distinet from the 
stiff-legged rhythms of mar- 
tial music in its undulating, 
subtle development of human 
rhythms timed from the heart- 
beat and from the sense that 
the marching itself will relent- 
lessly bring about the objective 
of the protest. That rhythm has 
been familiar to Americans 
since the civil-rights marches 
of the ‘60s, when the swelling 
hymn "We Shall Overcome” 
became part of the nation’s col- 
lective unconscious memory. 
The marchers moved into this 
familiar pattern automatically, 
promoting a spontaneous soli- 
darity among everyone pres- 
ent. This mass mind is ar: 
toxicating thing to bea part of, 
and when the purpose of that 
mind is positive, the spiritu- 
al effect on the participants is 
formidable. 

Street musicians added their 
homemade rhythms to the 
mix, and spontaneous dance- 
chants of "No more nukes,” set 
through a multiplicity of ca- 
dences, rippled through the pa- 
rade. Although movement was 
slow—it took three tofive hours 
for the main body to wend its 
way to the park's concert site— 
once the south end of Central 
Park came into view, the pace 
accelerated ashot bandsat each 
of the park’s main entrances 
pumped out an exhilarating 
soundtrack. At 59th Street and 
Fifth Avenue, a crack eight- 
piece Latin band blasted salsa 
at the throng, while an Afro- 
percussion group of similar di 
mensions held sway on the 
west side, urging the marchers 


on and chanting "No more 
bombs” over the instrumental 
passages from time to time. 

‘Once inside the park, formal- 
ities of the march broke down 
as people scrambled around 
in various degrees of confu- 
sion. The park had been sec- 
tioned off by police cordons 
to allow access for emergency 
vehicles, making the concert 
site difficult to reach even for 
New Yorkers who knew their 
way around the park. But no- 
body panicked, and many peo- 
ple found themselves enjoying 
music and listening to speech- 
es away from the main stage. 

Atthe 72nd Street band shell, 
for example, the Parents and 
Friends for Children organiza- 
tion hosted a program of per- 
formers fresh from the main 
event. This group had led the 
march from the U.N. focusing 
attention on the threat nuclear 
‘weaponry poses to future gen- 
erations. The kids weren't just 
along for the ride, either. One 
articulate nine-year-old girl at 
the head of the march said, "I 
came to see the demonstration 
because I'm pretty concerned 
about our environment, and if 
nuclear bombs get disarmed 
then we're gonna bea lot safer 
and I'd like to see that hap- 
pening.” Another, younger kid 
boiled it down further: “We 
don’t want no bombs,” he i 
sisted, “because a lot of people 
can die.” 

‘The atmosphere at the band 
shell was low-key and festive. 
‘The site has a long history of 
free concerts dating back tothe 
phenomenal Grateful Dead 
and Jefferson Airplane shows 
in thelate 60s, and on thisbeau- 
tiful afternoon kids played and 
balloons bobbed all around as 
Holly Near, Pete Seeger and Pe- 
ter, Paul and Mary performed 
in between speakers. 

A mile further north, the 
‘mainassembly began on sched- 
ule at 1 p.m. with James Tay- 
lor and John Hall singing their 
beautiful dedication "Chil- 
dren's Cry.” The gentle mood 
was evidenced by the way the 
audience sang along ina spirit 
very reminiscent of the ‘60s. 
It was a mixed crowd—there 
were plenty of couples with 
kids, packs of tourists, a num- 
ber of religious groups as well 
as a good assortment of con- 
cert-going kids. 

For the next eight hours mu- 
sic and speeches provided the 


focus for a crowd that sensed 
itself making history, Asin the 
‘60s, the idea that the whole 
world was watching was un- 
derscored by the periodic clat- 
ter of news helicopters over- 
head reporting on the event. 
Unlike the ‘60s, when officials 
abhorred such gatherings and 
crowd counts were always un- 
derestimated, this time poli 
cians and police joined in sup- 
port of the rally. The official 
count of 800,000 people made 
this the largest political gather- 
ing in U.S. history. 

One official on the scene 
compared this concert favor- 
ably with past free events like 
the recent Elton John and Si- 
mon and Garfunkel shows. 
"Drug intoxication or even al 
cohol intoxication is a severe 
problem that we face all the 
time,” said Gus Pappas of the 
New York City Emergency 
Medical Services. “But it seems 
that the crowdshereare reflect- 
ing a more somber attitude. 
They'rereally watching what's, 
going on on the stage. It's a to- 
tally different attitude than you 
see at various other concerts. 
They were out to have a good 
time, which meant enjoying 
yourself, partaking in some in- 
ioxicating beveragesand wine. 
‘Then there was a good time; 
over hereit'sa concerned time. 
So the attitudes are totally dif- 
ferent. I'm very surprised and 
very pleased with what we've 
seen so far today.” 

Even though the audience 
was far from rowdy, the offi- 
cial description of its differ- 
ence from other concerts was 
overstated. There were plen- 
ty of partyers on hand, and 
the atmosphere even during 
such serious moments as Or- 
son Welles’s highly dramatic 
speech, or the appearance of 
Coretta Scott King, wife of the 
assassinated Rev. Martin Lu- 
ther King, was definitely one of 
celebration. 

When Jackson Browne and 
his band took the stage in mid 
afternoon, the crowd's mood 
could hardly have been de- 
scribed as somber. Browne was 
in top formas he opened with 
"For Everyman,’ then brought 
Gary U.S. Bonds onstage for a 
duet version of “The Pretend- 
ex.” After Joan Baez stepped in 
to head a sing-along of John 
Lennon's “Imagine,” the day's 
most exciting moment arrived 
when Bruce Springsteen came 
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grinning onto the stage for 
his fantastic performance of 
"Promised Land.” The section 
ended with Springsteen guest- 
starring on a powerful rendi- 
tion of Browne's “Running on 
Empty,” with Bruce adding 
chunky power chords and a 
blistering guitar solo. 

Linda Ronstadt, whose live 
shows are usually uneven at 
best, followed with an excel- 
lent set kicked off by a spirited 
cover of the Stones’ "Tumbling 
Dice,” which featured a good 
slide-guitarsolo. The brevity of 
the program worked to Ron- 
stadt’s advantage—there were 
no lulls or slow spots in her 
terse, five-song slot, and as a 
result she really threw herself 
into the material, giving d 
cate readings of the Eagles’ 
"Desperado" and Roy Orbi- 
son's "Blue Bayou" and tearing 
the cover off the Martha and 
the Vandellas chestnut, “Heat- 
wave.” 

James Taylor then took the 
stage to ply his soothing brand 
of mellifluous crooning. His 
peaceful, easygoing set never 
reached a boiling point, but 
was well received, especially 
his readings of " You've Got a 
Friend” and "Up on the Roof.” 

‘The final fireworks of the 
day came from the amazing 
Rita Marley, a strong woman 
who has stepped out of her 
husband Bob Marley’sshadow 
since his tragic death to be- 
come one of reggae’s leading 
lights. The park undulated to 
the crispdub of her crack back- 
ing band as Rita summoned 
thespirit forastirringminicon- 
cert that climaxed with her 
fantastic sinsemilla anthem, 

‘One Draw." 

Just as. at Woodstock, Wat- 
kins Glen and other mass gath- 
erings of music lovers in the 
past, when the main stage shut 
down the music didn't stop, 
but lasted well into the nightin 
pockets of revelers all over the 
park who turned the usually 
unsafe environs into a merry 
campground. After years of 
being denied this kind of as 
sembly by hostile authorities, 
the giddy feeling that this was 
only the beginning stayed in 
theair until well after the main 
rally had ended. The rock-fes- 
tival concept may have died, 
but the people who made it 
what it was may well have 
found another medium to re- 
viveit. 
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Still Life 


‘The Rolling Stones 
{Reling Stones Records COC 39113) 


This document of last year's 
massive U.S. tour shows the 
Stones still firing on all cylin- 
ders in what must be consid- 
ered their last days. The record 
compares favorably with their 
past live efforts and, like the 
shows itwastaken from, offers 
a kind of retrospective of their 
career. Opening back-to-back 
with the late-'60s chestnuts 
“Under My Thumb" and 
“Let's Spend the Night Togeth- 
er’ would certainly exposeany 
flaws, but the band whaps 
away witha vengeance, led by 
Charlie Watts's rock-steady 
drumming. The recent favor- 
ite "Shattered" provides a 
bridge to stylistic oldies which 
presumably had their impact 
on the early Stones’ “Twenty 
Flight Rock” and “Going to a 
Go Go." Before wrapping 
things up with the calling card 
"Satisfaction," the Stones re- 
mind you that recent work can 
stand up to the classics by rip- 
ping through "Let Me Go, 
“Imagination” and “Start Me 
Up." The shows themselves 
were surprisingly great, and 
the record provesit was: 
nostalgia talking. 


Sheffield Steel 


Joe Cocker 
(Island 1L9750) 


Cocker has been a cliché sub- 
ject to open ridicule ever since 
the Mad Dogs and Englishmen 
overkill, but the rap hasn't 
been entirely fair, although his 
voice has lost much ofits range 
since the days of his excellent 
first two LPs. Since then, what 
Cocker has lacked most is 
great backing bands and ap: 
propriate material to interpret 
On Sheffield Steel he's gotten at 
least half that formula back in 
working order. In a brilliant 
move, reggae rhythm kings Sly 
Dunbar (drums) and Robbie 
Shakespeare (bass) were 
brought in to keynote this ses- 
sion, and their expert accom- 
paniment gives Cocker the 
best context he's worked in for 
a decade. And with material 
like Leo Nocentelli’s “Look 
What You've Done,” Dylan's 
"Seven Days,” Randy New- 
man's “Marie” and Jimmy 
Cliff's "Many Rivers to Cross’ 
on the set, there’s plenty to 
work with. Those who once 
liked Cocker and have given 
up on him will be pleasantly 
surprised by this record, and 
he may very well find a new 
audience in the process. 


Isles of Langerhan 


‘The Late Bronze Age 
(Landslide LID-1006} 


This is the latest concoction 
from the fertile mind of Atlan- 
ta’s maddest musical mind, 
Hampton B. Coles. In the late 
‘60s this demented genius par- 
alleled developments being 
made by Zappa and Beefheart 
as the leader of the legendary 
Hampton Grease Band. Ac- 
claim did not translate to 
enough popularity to keep the 
band going, however, and 
Coles spotted himself in a va- 
riety of musical contexts as 
well as doing a stint as a come- 
dian. Coles masterminded his 
return to national attention 
with the first Late Bronze Age 
LP, Outside Looking Out, 
which is worth getting your 
hands on. The response to that 
disc was favorable enough to 
prompt Coles to put together a 
full band for subsequent Late 
Bronze Age forays. Multiin- 
strumentalist Ben Pops” 
‘Thornton was joined by the 
crack rhythm section of bassist 
Lincoln Metcalf and ex- 
Hampton Grease Band drum- 
mer Bubba Phreon. Asa result, 
Isles of Langerhan, despite its 
characteristic eccentricities, 
hasa hard-driving and accessi- 
ble rock sound. You could easi- 
ly imagine the title track, 
“Time Is Free” or the revival- 
meeting rave-up “Walking 
with Zambi (Try Hoodah)” 
lined up next to the latest Fleet- 
wood Mac hi 


es, 


rod 


any of us 
were frank- 
lysurprised 
that we were unable to uncov- 
er any real consequences of 
prolonged use of the drug. In- 
deed, some of the physicians 
hologists on our team 
> sincerely disappointed at 
the lack of significant differ- 
ences between our controlled 
population of users and non- 
users. Their first reaction w: 
that they would have nothing 
to say, and this they found 
frustrating after the enormous 
amount of effort and time they 
had investe 

But they had the integrity to 
publish it anyway, 200 pages of 
text and 50 pages of graphs. 
showing no effects of extreme- 
ly extended, extremely high- 
dose marijuana smoking in 
Costa Rican men from child- 
hood totheir late 20s. No effect 
on testosterone levels. No ef- 
fect on sleeping patterns. No 
effect on metabolism, on the 
heart, ontheIQ, on memory or 
retention, anda statisticall 
significant deficit in the inci- 
dence of lung ailments of any 
sort, which is purely superna- 
tural: 

"Why does chronic inhala- 
tion of marihuana [sic] smoke 
not exert synergistic effects on 
the damage to lung airways 
caused by tobacco smoke?” 
they inguire, almost queru- 
lously; and emphasize: “Users 
in our matched-pair sample 
smoked marihuana in addition 
to as many tobacco cigarettes 
as did their matched nonus- 


ing pairs. Yet their small air- 
ways were, if anything, a bit 
healthier than their matches. 
We must tentatively conclude 
either that marihuana has no 
harmful effect on such pas- 
sages, or that it actually offers 
some slight protection against 
harmful effects of tobacco 
smoke." 

‘You see the dilemma these 
20 experienced, proficient, 
highly accredited researchers 
werein. After two yearsof resi- 
dence among the slums of San 
José, assembling the life histo- 
ties and intimate medical pro- 
files of 220 vibrantly realyoung 
men there, they had nothing to 
show forit except that marijua 
na had not harmed any of the 
86 picadura smokers among 
them in any way, shape or 
form. 

And what smokers these 
guys are! Grass is cheap down 
there, by our standards, and of 
uniform connoisseur quality: 
5 percent THC across the 
board. They rollitin tiny three- 
quarter-sized joints, by our 
standards, but they smoke 
about fen of them every single 
day of the week, at least a cou- 
ple of grams per day from the 
ageofaboutl4steadily through 
full maturity. 

And they have their special 
problems with it, too. The San 
José nare squad, like nare 
squads everywhere, rounds 
up and jails every possible 
young man they can on "mari- 
huana’ violations, every time 
the narco budget comes under 
review; so users do spend sta- 


Cannabis in Costa Rica 


William E. Carter, ed. 


Disturbing New Scientific Evidence 


(Institute for the Study of Human Issues, 
PO. Box 2367, Philadelphia, PA 19103). 


listically more time in jail than 
nonusers, on petty-possession 
and dealing charges. And they 
get la muerte blanca, "the white 
death” that occasional flash of 
feverless marijuana paralysis, 
when you can't remember ex- 
actly who you are but that you 
are going to die momentarily; 


and likeus, they giggleit off af- 
ter it wears away. Their non- 
using peers, painstakingly 
matched by these scientists 
for age and income and body 
weight, get formal “anxiety” 
flashes and giggle it off behind 
alcohol, We're all kere, ain't 
we? continued 


ong 
Costa Rica 


A Study of Chronic Marihuana Use 


WILLIAM E. CARTER, Editor 
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This is all on painstakingly 
minute record now, in this 
very disturbing new book. By 
contrast, the National Acad- 
emy of Sciences spent nearly 
all 1981, and a pile of Reagan 
administration money, to re- 
view and assess scientific liter- 
ature pertaining to marijuana 
toxicity. And when they came 
up with exactly the same con- 
clusion—no particular toxicity 
toitatall—they sat onit for five 
months. The original report, 
according to Dr. Robert Du- 
Pont, the first lady's senior ad- 
viser on drugs, would have 
been "perceived as favorable 
to marijuana decriminaliza- 
tion’; so it was comprehei 
sively rewritten between last 
November and March. The ul- 
timate report from the acad- 
emy is nothing more than a 
mealy-mouthed recitation of 


pseudoscientific reefer-mad- 


annabis in Costa Rica 

is the fourth broad- 

) scale, long-term in- 

vestigation of heavy, 
“chronic” marijuana smok- 
ers since 1974. None of the 
other three—from Jamaica, 
Greece and Egypt—turned up 
any direct unhealthful conse- 
quences of cannabis, even in 
Egyptians who imbibe per- 
haps 200 milligrams of THC 
out of hashish every day of 
their lives. 

All this means zip, accord- 
ing to certain marijuana ex- 
perts, who will point out that 
all the dope-smoking subjects 
in these studies were: select- 
ed for observation because 
they were healthy. Ifcannabis 
makes people sick, maybe 
most of its users really die 
young, or gothrough life with 
disabling chronic illnesses, 
and thus wouldn't qualify for 
inclusion in these studies as 
healthy observation subjects. 
Soit’d have to show up “harm- 
less," y'see. 

This objection actually 
makes great sense, if you fail 
tothink about itjusta littlebit. 
If cannabis killed most users 
quickly, and made most of the 
rest dreadfully ill, then people 
would no more smoke it for 
kicks than jimsonweed flow- 
ers or hydrangea—which will 
both get you high all right, but 
willalsomake you terribly sick, 
if you don't die right away. If 
marijuana killed people or 
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ness medical myths, each with 
a mealy-mouthed caveat that 
no such terrible thing has been 
proven about marijuana just 
yet. 

These are the purely paro- 
chial, political problems these 
sober international scientists 
had to anticipate when they 
sent this thing off to the print- 
ers. If they'd only been able 
to find one untoward conse- 
quence of marijuana use, it 
could have been blazoned alll 
over the wire services and 
made them famous. Is that too 
much to ask? Hell, no! Lab re- 
ports in the United States pro- 
vide pretty persuasive looking 
indications that THC must in 
terfere with the body's imm: 
nological systems, by a fair- 
ly simple, mechanical, direct 
action. So when they went to 
Costa Rica, these scien 
who are definitely not in the 


made them dreadfully ill, it 
‘would rank in the morbidity 
and mortality reports of these 
four countries right up there 
with cholera and tuberculo- 
sis; but it doesn't, because it 
doesn't kill people or make 
them dreadfully ill. 


“prodope" political category— 
confidently expected to find a 
significantly higher incidence 
of trichinosis and tapeworm 
among those confirmed, chron- 
ic, high-dose Central Ameri- 
can weed fiends. It clearly does 
this thing in a test tube, so it 
surely ought to do it in your 
stomach. 

Butnope, these tropical dope 
smokers had no more tropi- 
cal parasites than their close- 
ly matched nondoping peers 
Forget it, man. This stuff does 
nothing to people, one way or 
the other. And anybody who 
publishes such disturbingnew 
scientific evidence in the USA 
right now is inviting beaucoup 
political trouble. 

Still, they published it. Un- 
like the NAS's armchair re- 
port reviewers, these people 
had gone down to Costa Ri- 
ca, the other side of the moon 


not white like us (those swar- 
thy Greeks) whohaveall these 
Caucasian brains to be dam- 
aged by drugs. 

These expert objections, 
which are not very good or 
even honorable, are routine- 
ly raised against these stud- 


The Flaws 


In The 


‘The other expert objection 
to these epidemiological stud- 
iesis even sleazier. These peo- 
ple aren't American, it's pro- 
tested, so there's noprojecting 
from observations of them to, 
what cannabis may or may 
not dotous. Maybe they don't 
deep-lung the first couple hits 
like we do {although they as- 
suredly do so). Maybe they 
smoke’a different variety of 
cannabis (which they do— 
much stronger). Maybe their 
frequency and duration of use 
is different (which it is—they 
start much younger, smoke 
much more and keep smok- 
ing much longer}. Or, damn it 
all, maybe they're just plain 


ies by the very same experts 
who will guarantee that grass 
chronically lowers testos- 
terone in humans, reduces 
sperm count, damages brain 
cells, murders unborn ba- 
bies, causes lung cancer and 
“amotivational syndrome"— 
although none of the scien- 
tific data supporting these 
claims would hold up under 
the slightest critical scrutiny 
by genuine, unbiased investi- 
gators. But give these experts 
a 200-page inquiry, supported 
by 50 pages of graphs, which 
fails to come up with any indi- 
cations of cannabis toxicity 
after two years of heavy field- 
work, and suddenly you hear 


from here, and lived among 
these extravagantly human be 
ings for two years of their lives. 
And that’s why this book is 
recommended toa general au 
dience, and to hell with its po- 
litical implications for mar- 
ijuana decriminalization in 
the United States. Most of it's 
case histories. They take 
these individual people, in 
their own beautifully trans- 
literated Spanish words, from 
the first glimmerings of self: 
awareness, through child- 
hood, sexual awakening, jobs, 
marriages, success and desola 
tion, until what happened to 
them last week, as they sit 
speaking to the interviewers. 
the ones who do dopeand the 
‘ones who don't are right there 
with you while you read this, 
up here on the yonder side of 
the moon, That's better than 
science—that's art, 


them using the word meth- 
odology as though it were a 
consideration they ordinarily 
found pertinent in their whol- 
ly political assessments of mar- 
ijuana research. 

But the methodology of Can- 
nabisin Costa Rica isabsolutely 
airtight. It is fairly complicat- 
ed fora layman to understand, 
which helps these New Right 
antidope cranks feed distor- 
tions of it to their pithecan- 
thropine New Right parents 
groups. But now when you 
hear these experts raising these 
sleazy quibbles, you'll know 
where they're coming from 
and what they're worth. 

It'speculiar. The New Right 
cranks whorun the “creation- 
ism" censorship lobby regu- 
larly have their heads handed 
to them, by real scientists and 
by the courts, for pseudosci- 
entific frauds and bigotriesex- 
actly like this. But nobody 
breathes a word when these 
parents groups (even Nazis 
have children) get wiretap- 
ping, censorship and head- 
shop lawson the books by bla- 
tantly lying about pot toxicity 
—and about the methodology 
of painstaking, back-breaking 
work like this. 

Dope's like smut in that 
‘way. Civil liberties types won't 
ever dirty their hands with it, 
until those ugly superstitions 
are already on the law books. 
And then it's too late. 

—D.-A.L. 


“Hey, Joe, lets repeat 
the jellybean colors.” 


By Eleanore Kennedy 
™ Photographs: Dudley Grey 


White House 


nvironmental 


sculptor Joe e e 

Strand and pho- 

tographer Dudley Grey are L i 

transforming buildings, ier: A 
bridges, and other objects with a it 

spotlights and multicolored i 

gels. Blasting structures with i 

color is a new art that’s execut- 
ed without altering the physi- 
cal dimensions of the city- 
scape. When the sun goes | 
down, ornamentation and 
buildings blend into the night- 
time void, But then Strand and. 
Grey bathe them with 50,000 
watts of light, creating a new 
relationship between energy 
and artifice. 

Strand, a New York City 
(conceptual) artist, does the 
lighting, then Grey photo- 
graphs the event, The photo- 
graphs are documentary evi- 
dence of a single, continuous 
artistic statement—acollective | 
vision of a collective vision. 


Brooklyn Bridge 


White House detail 
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5 } af 
“Corporations spend sixty 


million dollars ona 
building, only to lose it in 
darkness. I am interested in 
glorifying the citys 
architecture.” 

—Dudley Grey 


Empire State Building Grand Central Station 


Washington Square Arch 
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“You're not alone...’ 


GROWTH ENCOUNTERS 
OF THE THIRD KIND 


1st Kind: Whatever you cultivated, you grew outdoors, relying om 
one ——— 


2nd Kind: Rudimentary indoor bulbs provided protection from weather, but little else. 


3rd Kind: Space-age technology from Halide Systems, America’s. foremost experts on- indoor 
growing, suddenly allows you to reap an incredible bounty. And-now, you're 20 longer 
alone... .our always available horticultural advisors help you harvestindoors what pre- 
viously was only possible in the great outdoors. 


Halide Systems gives you state-of-the-art: 

THE SUN BEATERS—Five lighting systems that accelerate growth and produce healthy, abun- 
dant vegetation. 

THE LIFE BREATHERS—Two carbon dioxide generators that super-enrich the air with the COz 
your plants breathe. ‘‘Air Fertilization” stimulates dramatic gains in growth 


See for yourself at our showroom 
Seattle Washington 10701 Aurora Avenue, North / (206) 365-2663 
Anaheim, California 2565 West Ball Road / (714) 995-1640. 


THE SUN BEATERS THE LIFE BREATHER: 


SPECIAL SUMMER SALE 
Reg. Sale 


System A—1000 watt metal halide lamp (110,000 Iu- Generator 1—CO> generator, calibrated contro 
mens}, porcelain reflector, remobe ballast. $289.00 §199.00 5 Generator 2—Compressed carbon dioxide, precise-con. 
System B—1000 watt super metal halide lamp (125,000 trol regulator. $219.00 
lumens}, porcelain reflector, remote ballast. $309.00 $219.00 Water Watch—Battery operated digital timer. $125.00 
System C—1000 watt super metal halide lamp (125,000 


lumens), porcelain reflector, remote balast with built-in RA 
timer k 249,00 Quantic Price HALIDE 


System D—1500 watt super mei 
lumens), 4-ft. metal reflector, remote ballast. $395.00 $349.00 sYaTows 
Mail to: HALIDE SYSTEMS 


System E—1000 watt high-pressure sodium lamp 
(140,000 lumens, 4-ft, metal reflector, HPS remote bal. P.O. Box 4043 
last a $379.00 Anaheim, CA 92803 
LiL (714) 995-1640 
Send name7address & phone no, Charge to my (1 Vis: MasterCard Card # Exp. Date___ — 
Catalog & Information $1.00. Prices exclude freight. Cashier's check, money order, or C.O.D. orders. Send $10 deposit — 


Allow 3-4 weeks for personal checks to clear 


* 
SUPERNOVA 
1000 WATT METAL 

HALIDE GROLITE, 

FROM . ye 


+. . 


HERE ITIS! ©. |. 


MORE SUPERNOVAS ARE IN USE FROM 


HAWAII TO SWEDEN THAN ANY OTHER METAL _ 


HALIDE. WHY? IT’S THE BEST DEAL GROWING, 
THAT'S WHY! 

NOW YOU CAN GROW THAT SEXY. SECRET, 
LUSH TROPICAL GARDEN... INDOORS. YOU'LL 
SAVE BIG. AND REST EASY... ‘WITH OUR FULL 
ONE-YEAR WARRANTY AND THIRTY-DAY 
MONEY-BACK GUARANTEE (EXCEPT 
SHIPPING)... YOU'RE COVERED. 

AND YOUR PLANTS GROW FAST. AS FAST AS 
OUTDOOR GARDENS... OR FASTER. AND YOU 
CONTROL WHEN THEY FLOWER, FOR FAST, 
FAST, MIND-BLOWING RESULTS. FROM’ $157.50 
PLUS SHIPPING. WE STILL SHIP C.0.D., SO YOU 
GET IT FAST! . 

And please remember: YOU ARE FIRST WITH THE 
LIGHT MACHINE. And we were first to put your 
interests up front... 

For you folks on tight budgets we've created the Lil 
Nova. Its ballast is wired and mounted inside a fancy 
orange steel cabinet. Includes Supernova reflect 
Incredible value, usual, from the Light Machine. 


fe Le 


NEW! 
LIL, NOVA 


. Wired.w/cabinet, S N Reflector 
BEST DEAL IN GALAXY 


$167°° 


. w/MS1000C Y 
Super Coated 

4425 K Lumen * 

* Bulb * 


(Call before 2 p.m. time). 

‘Our MS1000C metal halide lamp puts out 
tropical foliage and 50% more red light for radical results—without 
naive sodium lighting. Lamp lite is 12,000, hours 


AND.WE USUALLY. sien FROM STOCK THE SAME DAY YOU ORDER. 


more blue fight for lush 


two to four times: 
ie covered under 


srtest professional horticultural fixture with maximum 
distribution of grolite power. Covers up to.100 sq. 


yy-to-handle, designed to lower heat concentration. You 
get it closer: to your plants for even faster growth! 
|ARE BONES KIT for $137.80. Its open ballast 
ly assembled, 

indoor ga 
savings. who isn't?) please 
deal growing...superior products, gui 
off...the best prices for the good stuff. 

To our many friends and customers: best wishes and thanks again for 
making "KEEPING YOU FIRST," possible. POWER TO YOU! 


fening equipment. ..(with such big 
us a call. We'll prove we have the best 
intees, service, and to top it 


PRICE LIST 


‘Supernova First Class w/MS1000C (list prices total over $500.00) 


Sylvania MS1000C (recommended) Metal Halide Lar list pice $135.0 
Supernova foure wth 
Aluminum Reflect 
Replacement M47 balsstoniy with core, coi, capacitor ist price $247.00) - 
UlNova Cabinets 
Supe Hacko Power ‘Quad Garden 
tient a 


Pui Mosture Light Meter 
30 day money-back guarantee and one year 
‘ar prices oka shiping (speciay 
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WE'RE BACK! 800,000 RALLY AGAINSTINUKES, 


TUMGES 


HOW TO CHOOSE ~ 
‘A DRUG LAWYER 


ALLEN GINSBERG : Be 
INTERVIEW “THUMBS 


WN ON 
COCAINE" 
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